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technical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 


is required, Hoe Ae pressute 
resulting in “in Vax 
muscle 4 

fatigue not 

Only for 


beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which, 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 











The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 


special 

soulaniaes Te blade shape 
WY creates 
am propulsion 
Down kick 4§ (lift) by 


generating a 
pressure differential above and below the 
blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 


small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 


aeronautical engineering in the water 








NACUTES WiNlG”. 


Nature's Wing and Propeller-Fin are trademarks of 
Nature's wing Fin Design, LLC California, U.S.A. 


A=PERT ZOOM FIN 


-~ 


TABATA U.S.A. INC. 
2380 Mira Mar Ave. 
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10% orF 


the Dancer Fleet 
vessel of your choice. 
Please return the original of this ; . 
ad at the time of reservation. AT Yea @ * Evening turndown bed service 
No ad...no discount. “ . , hese tf ; bi 
Offer expires 8/31/2001 : or orning coffee service to your cabin 
One ad per person . wee 5 Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
, Hair dryers (except Sea) 


Gourmet dining with morning 
& afternoon snacks 


Fresh room towels daily & towels 
after every dive 

Dive platform assistance 

Daily E-6 processing 

24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 


Air conditioning throughout staterooms 
and all common areas 
(Antares - staterooms only) 


Private ensuite bathrooms 
Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 
Audio/video entertainment centers 


Photo and video labs with 
light and work tables 


Open air sundecks w/covered areas 


Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 


Rigid deco bars (except Sun, Sky & Antares) 
Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 


PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 







y Credits: S. Frink, T. Peluso, R. Frehsee, R. Ferguson 


Airport transfers 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 


Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 
Up to four or five dives daily 
Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 
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5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ¢ Fax: 305-669-9475 —feisi=).4 1-10 


800-9-DANCER 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


Work Hard. 
Dive Easy.” 
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Harveys new Kobalt 
Pro-Flex Neoprene 


This state of the art line of suits 
blends Harvey’s exclusive double- 
sided Titanium Foil System with 
the latest in composite skin 

al ={0)>) dalam coh \or-] cq yen) gole(Ulaliate 

the industry’s warmest and most 
comfortable suits ever. 


e Kobalt Pro-Flex neoprene is designed 
to fit closer to your own skin. 


e Kobalt Pro-Flex is also far more flexible 
dar-lamee)ancsialele)ar-)mal-0)>)c—a(oe 


e Supple, smooth skin interior provides 
incredible ease of entry and exit. 


e Ultra fast drying time. 


e Bio-Guard system interior inhibits 
bacterial growth for a cleaner, 
more hygienic suit. 


Kobalt suits are available in 7/smm, 
5/3mm, 3.0mm two-piece jacket and 
john and jumpsuit models. For more 
comfort and dexterity we offer blended 
thickness suits in 7/5mm and 5/3mm 


\ ee models, for extreme comfort. 


For Your Nearest Harvey's Dealer 


Call 1-206-824-1114 
WWw.harveys-divesuits.com 











Designed and built in the USA for both the 
professional and amateur photographer, Ikelite 
offers six models of underwater strobes to meet 
different needs and budgets. 

Substrobe AQ/S designed for the Aquashot 
series of camera housings. 

__ Substrobe A35 designed for the Auto35 system. 
_ Substrobe 50 (TTL) is the smallest, brightest 
and fastest recycling strobe in its class. Ideal for 
‘macro and lenses as wide as 28mm. Four "AA" 
batteries delivers 200+ shots. 


ubstrobe 100A (TTL) is a powerful medium 
size strobe with adjustable angle of coverage 
from 80° to 95° covering a full range of lenses 
from 15mm to macro. Soft-Lite reflector’ and 
built-in modeling light. Uses four "D" alkaline 
or rechargeable pack to deliver 160+ shots. 


Substrobe 200 (TTL) offers state-of-the-art 
electronics, 200 watt-sec., an incredible 1.6 sec. 
recycle time and ultra-wide 100° coverage. Soft- 
Lite’ reflector and built-in modeling light. Ni-cad 
batteries deliver 160+ flashes and recharge in 2.5 
hrs. LED film gauge shows number of rolls of film 
that can be exposed with remaining charge. 
Substrobe 400 (TTL) is the most powerful 
strobe offered, producing 400 watt-sec. and 
covering 110°. Especially suited for wide angle 
photography. Soft-Lite’ reflector, built-in 
modeling light. Ni-cad module delivers 150+ 
flashes. 


' Soft-Lite reflector provides rich reds, oranges and 
warmer flesh tones. 
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Most avid photographers use two 
strobes for more natural lighting and 
this remarkable device eliminates the 
need for a dual cord. Full TTL func- 
tions are provided through slave sen- 
sors enabling the second strobe to be 
moved freely and positioned virtually 
anywhere without the inconvenience 
of a connecting cord. 

Connects only to Ikelite Substrobes. 
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The DM 4200 is 
both a light and 

a flash meter. 

A light meter is 
one of the most 
important tools a 

photographer can own. The key to 
great underwater photographs is 
the balance between available light 
and fill flash. The photographer 
must start with a meter reading of 
the available light to properly set 
the camera aperture. Then the 
proper strobe power and strobe-to- 
subject distance can be selected. 
Use a light meter to achieve 
balanced lighting and your 
acceptable photographs can 
become great photographs. 





underwater systems ¢ 50 W. 33rd Street © Indianapolis, IN 46208 * 317-923-4523 
For additional information contact your local dive shop or visit us at http://www.ikelite.com. 
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Tivo juvenile Green Sea Turtles take flightse 
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FEATURES 


52 YOUR FIRST UNDERWATER CAMERA 
The photographic trinity is camera, strobe and film. JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 
catechize the newly converted on equipment configurations for all the 
must-have shots. 


62 THE OL’ NAVY SHAKEDOWN 
Saved from the scrap heap, the Spiege/ Grove takes FRED D. GARTH 
on a mission to find a new home in the Florida Keys. Along the way he 
meets some old friends, makes some new ones and discovers that all 
that’s best is wet. 


70 TALES FROM THE WALL SIDE 
Matt AND ANGELA WEEDON take us to the Turks & Caicos, where the wall 
dives alone will transport divers to a place history has forgotten. 


78 CAYMAN EXTREME 
It used to be that if “tek” and “Cayman” collided in the same sentence 
there was a good possibility hallucinogenics were involved. But in the new 
millennium, FRED D. GARTH reports that deep dives, rebreathers and, yes, 
even trimix are available in diving’s mecca, the Cayman Islands. 


84 WESTERN MICRONESIA 
Long before BRAD DOANE or ERIC HANAUER ever made it to the far flung 
outposts of the Pacific, (Palau, Truk, Yap, Guam, Saipan, Tinian, Rota) 
they knew what to expect—big animals, an obscene amount of coral, a 
profuse number of fish and massive war wrecks. You know what? It still 
blew them away. 
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emmy CAYMAN ISLANDS 
i al The few divers. that 
‘S .f.. ~ train and equip them- 
SS" "ea YX treme _ selves to push past the 
familiar limits of 130 
feet and no-decompression have a new play- 
ground in the Caribbean—the Cayman Islands. 
For all of those who have associated tek div- 
ing with cold, dark shipwrecks off the New Jersey 
coast, the Cayman Islands offer up the Carrie Lee. 
She is immersed in warm, clear waters where the 
viz, even at 200 feet deep, still allows a view of 
the clouds. Add to this four-hour wall dives on 
Silent rebreathers and scooter dives that take all 
the work out of swimming with a triple tank rig, 
and it's easy to see why tek divers are starting to 
call their travel agents and utter the most amazing 
words: “I need a flight to Cayman.” 
Push the limits in paradise on page 78. 
FLORIDA ——_sCKEYS 
OSHA KeDOWN “Eclectic” is perhaps 
= the best word to 
describe the Florida 











Keys, except that nobody in the Keys would dare 
use that word themselves. It’s too polished, too 
refined. Suffice it to say that whether you're 
looking topside or beneath the surface, the Keys 
offer a wide variety of settings, characters and 
dramas to entertain its quests. 

These qualities are also responsible for 
enticing some visitors to prolong their stays 
indefinitely. The only question for them is, 
“Where to settle down?” For an old salty dog, 
the possibilities run the length of the overseas 
highway and then some. 

Cruise the Keys and find a home on page 62. 


TURKS AND CAICOS 
From South Florida, 
head east until you hit 
_ the Bahamas and then 
nclalon- Mare ajemiediceniarare) 
the island chain down to the triple paradise of 
the Turks and Caicos. You'll find a place where 
everyday is yesterday. 

The buildings, the people, the diving. They 
all have a charm and quality not found in the 











“modern” world. The underwater scenery is 
defined by sheer drops-offs, walls that plunge 
into the abyss and are covered with a tapestry 
of life so thick it appears to have always 
been there. 

slip over the edge on page 70. 


WESTERN MICRO- 
NESIA This stretch 
the South Pacific 
inspires a kind of 
aw gooey romanticism in 
divers think Cousteau meets Fabio) that sur- 
vives few other places in the world. Perhaps this 
phenomenon is the human response to a land- 
scape that overwhelms the senses. Tiny dots of 
islands surrounded by thousands of square 
miles of ocean serve as a reflection of the vast 
emptiness of the soul juxtaposed against the 
utter confusion of brilliant life that lies just 
beneath the surface of the waves. 
Got that? Good, now pack your dive gear and 
a Danielle Steel paperback and go see it for 
yourself. The journey begins on page 84. 


Cast Awe Ys 
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DESPITE FLORIDA'S EMBARRASSING 
backwater voting system, Fred Garth 
still likes living there. “The beaches 
don’t have hypodermic needles, the 
diving is great, and I can hardly wait 
to take advantage of all those senior 
citizen discounts,” Garth said. 

To write “The Old Navy Shake- 
down,” he left Pensacola, Florida, and 
headed south to the Keys. Much to his 
amazement, he made it all the way to 
Key West and back with a few bucks 
left over. Garth owes a special thanks to 
Ramone—the hitchhiker he picked up 
and who pitched in on gas. ** 


_ Photo/Frank Viola aaa 
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AFTER LIVING IN THE TURKS AND CAICOS 
and Palau for several years, Matt and 
Angela Weedon have landlocked them- 
selves in Dallas, Texas. So, a return trip 
to the Turks and Caicos rekindled 
many fond memories—water, beaches, 
diving, ocean breezes. And, it was also 
six years earlier that they first met on 
South Caicos Island. Putting their 
romantic notions aside (at least for a 
while), they managed to rejuvenate 
with a week of killer diving and give 
Skin Diver a full report in “Tales From 
the Wall Side.” 


_Matt and Angela Weedon 


© SD/AD 0201 


Luxury liveaboard cruises 
bale oyclatcleatcMmO@lelmmljrcleren 


A departure from the ordinary 
oat hYaxe) emma aloma\eetsmercis 


| GO slo), lelors Rovolomit-leelem bm omeyer4ole 
1 888 327-9600 * Fax 505 885-3325 


e-mail sd@aquacatcruises.com 
Varc\elbirclercln@ abi nionmeeel 
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IMAGINE SEARCHING FOR YOUR FINAL RESTING PLACE. WHERE 
would you look? The Florida Keys? A retired Navy vet 
named Spiegel Grove did. And what'd he look for? SG 
seemed to think a sandy bottom (not too deep) would be 
nice, a place where he could settle in and live life on an 
even keel, maybe even near a colorful reef. That way he 
could still entertain visiting dignitaries the way he did dur- 
ing his distinguished naval career. Perhaps he could also 


take on a few lodgers for company as time wears on. It’s a 





tough decision, so SG had to search the Keys all the way 

from Biscayne Bay to the tippy end of Key West—give the 
place the “Old Navy Shakedown.” Fred Garth sort of took him by the hand, showed him a few 
good spots. And in the end...well, you'll just have to turn to page 62 for the big decision. 

And, after helping out the old guy, Fred wanted to find a longtime dream girl named Carrie 
Lee. He'd been obsessing over her for the better part of 10 years, so we put our dating service to 

task and sent Fred off. The last he heard Carrie Lee was down in 
b the Cayman Islands. Way down. And, that was the problem. Way 
Se a [C h | a Q down in the Cayman Islands used to be a hard place to get to. Not 
anymore—the islands, world-famous for their sport diving, have 
now gone tek in a big way. So Fred finally got to spend some time 
with his old flame. According to his side of the story, the encounter was true bliss. 

But Fred doesn’t get to have all the fun. For those of you who don’t spend your free time mak- 
ing custom decompression tables for your next trimix dive, and like things the way they used to 
be, we sent Matt and Angela Weedon off to report on the exhilarating, plunging wall lines off 
the Turks & Caicos. They found the diving to be pristine as ever (most of it accompanied by the 
whalesong of passing Humpbacks), and the islands lost in time. From the quaint colonial archi- 
tecture to the occasional passing donkey, there was hardly a need to search out the past here— 
even the very timbers from the ships that first landed on the ghost-white beaches of this island 
nation went into the structure of the B & B in which they were staying. 

And finally, if you're searching for history mixed with the wild side of discovery, Brad Doane 
and Eric Hanauer found it. It’s spread out over thousands of square miles of the Pacific Ocean 
in the blue wilderness of Western Micronesia. And, like all true dive adventurers, they came 
back from their travels with a new experience or two. Which, in the end, is what we divers all 
search for, even in places we’ve been to a million times. ** 


TY SAWYER, SENIOR EDITOR 
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Aggressor Fleef® Live-aboard Adventures 


just Dive... Now 


we'll fake care hip oo 


of the Rest. 
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Tne Palau Aggressor ll, live-aboard amenities are part of your vacation. So just 
considered one of the finest live- leave your worries at the dock and experience the most 
aboards in the South Pacific, has now diving has to offer on a week-long Aggressor excursion. 
added Yap to her itinerary. August through October, the Check-out the latest charter reports 


106-foot catamaran Palau Aggressor IT whisks up to 16 divers and money-saving 


ocSESSo, 








away on pampered diving adventures exploring the channels specials on our 





and outer reefs of Yap. The remainder of the year, her guests ae A Be “Hot News” 
cemeuter with E-mail, —————— 
V1 ALE _fj ; ot tub and a spacious 
are diving the thrilling, shark-filled waters of Palau at sites salon are just a few of the Page online. 
such as Blue Corner, Ulong Channel and Siaes Tunnels. ee enn enone cut LEET 
: io Take a Palau Aggressor II Rel Seatees 

Yr inerar hoose, PR -! Toll Free In the U.S. and Canada 
No matter which Palau Aggressor II itinerary you c JiCRARES ar eS 888-318-9698 
spectacular diving, unparallel service and the finest Video page of our web site. www.aggressor.com 
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TRUK LAGOON TurKs & CAICOS 





KONA, HAWAII RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 » Fax: 985-384-0817 : P. O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 » E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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Port Bonaire 

Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire’s Western Shore 
within minutes of the airport and town. 26 stylish apartment 
overlook lush gardens and a private swimming pool. Share 
amenities with the nearby Plaza Resort Bonaire or simply relax at 
your exclusive home away from home. 

Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 

Fax: 781-821-1568 


Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com = 3 


2 to BOL qite-Wei s  & Sebirdalh Service 
wai Jl; Atlanta; Honstow fe hicage 
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} R/T from Miami, 8 days/7 nights, Jr. Suite, 6 











Plaza Resort Bonaire 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire permier luxury oceanfront resort with 200 
spacious suites and villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI ***** Gold 
Palm Resort and NAUI/IDD ***** Dive Center (with Nitrox), photo 
and video shop, casino, spa and fitness center, tennis, pool, 
watersports, boat, car and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, 
conference center and more! Great shore diving from our beach & 
pier 24 hours a day. 

Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 

Fax: 781-821-1568 


Email: info@plazaresortbonaire.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 


ait Island Express 
800.439, 0300 


Days, - 1 Tank, Unfimited 


| Shore Diving, Airport Transfers, Hotel Taxes & Service Charges. 
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Personalize the performance of the Oceanic Delta 3 
with a quick twist of the adjustment knob. 
Then let the unique DYNAMIC ADJUSTMENT SYSTEM 
take over to maintain that peak performance 
throughout your dive at every depth. 


The Freedom To Change, Only From Oceanic. 


OceanicWorldWide.com 
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OCEANIC. 


Inventing The Freedom Of Diving. 
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ture, then check out the preston kids sda program ever sceated. 


The PADI Seal Team program let’s kids expore a series of AquaMissions 
designed to thrill, challenge, and motivate. They get to take pictures under- 
water, float like an Astronaut, and more. Sign your kids up today - pool 
diving will never be the same! 


Visit www.padi.com to find the PADI Dive Center or Resort nearest you. Or, 
surf by www.padisealteam.com for more information. 


padi.com AA padisealteam.com © international PADI, Inc. 2001 
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Records Are Made...to Be Broken 


PIPIN FERRERAS AND AUDREY MESTRE-FERRERAS— | 
the current freediving World Champions in the Male 
and Female (respectively) No Limits categories—will 
attempt to break their own mixed tandem dive 
record of 115 meters, by descending to 116 meters on 


Ten of World's Leading Ocean 
Champions Named Pew Marine 
Conservation Fellows 


$1.5 Million Conferred in World’s Only Award 


Dedicated to Preservation of the Sea 


An Italian biologist investigating the 
Cause of mysterious dolphin deaths in the 
Mediterranean, an American fisheries 
extension specialist determined to protect 
the environment from the dangers of 
genetically modified marine organisms, 
and a Russian lawyer challenging oil and 
gas development threatening biodiversity 
in the Caspian Sea are among 10 
guardians of the oceans selected as 2001 
Pew Marine Conservation Fellows. 

The prestigious fellowships are the 
world’s only prize dedicated to marine 
conservation. The recipients have each 
been awarded $150,000 from the Pew 
Fellows Program in Marine Conservation, 
an initiative of The Pew Charitable Trusts 
operated in partnership with the New 
England Aquarium. 


"The Pew Fellows Program recognizes 
exemplary individuals with unique vision, 
exceptional problem-solving skills, and 
innovative ideas to advance marine 
conservation,’ said Cynthia Robinson, 


"Although from diverse 
backgrounds and 
od united by their 
leadership in apply- 

the sea." 
The 2001 Pew Marine Conservation 
TJ. Charles, Ph.D. (Canada), Felicia C. 
Coleman, Ph.D. (USA), Edgardo D. Gomez, 
(USA), Vera L. Mischenko, J.D., Ph.D. (Rus- 
sia), Carl J. Walters, Ph.D. (Canada), Alan 


Associate Director of the program. 
locations, the 2001 
Pew Fellows are 
ing and communicating 
sound science to effect positive change for 
Fellows are: Alex Aguilar, Ph.D. (Spain), 
Giovanni Bearzi, Dr. BioSc. (Italy), Anthony 
Ph.D. (Philippines), Anne R. Kapuscinski, 
Ph.D. (USA), Jessica C. Landman, J.D. 
T. White, Ph.D. (Philippines). 
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May 18 at OceanFest 2001. 


The town of Ft. Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, Florida, is 
once again hosting OceanFest, from May 18 to 20. As 
in previous years, this consumer show will offer div- 
ing related exhibits, seminars, contests, diving activi- 


ties and entertainment. = 


For further information call (954) 776-1000, or visit 


www.oceanfest. com. 


Photo: Ferreras and Mestre-Ferreras doing a demon- 


stration tandem dive. 
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TAAVEL ADVISORY: 


Photo/Ron Everdij 





Sabah, Malaysian sorneo is Safe 


“TRAVEL IN SABAH, MALAYSIAN BORNEO, 
is safe.” That’s the message tourism 
operators are trying to get out to poten- 
tial visitors. A recent B 
statement by the 
Sabah Tourism } 
Board proclaimed 
that the ethnic crises 
in Kalimantan, 
Indonesian Borneo, 
do not affect the safe 
and peaceful envi- 
ronment in_ the 
Malaysian Borneo states of Sabah and 
Sarawak. 

Sabah is in the northern-most part of 
Borneo. There is no land or air access 


Celebrity Sail-——June 2 

James Cameron will be the honorary 
chairman for a celebrity sailboat race, 
taking place in Marina del Rey, Califor- 
nia. Proceeds will benefit the Planetary 
Coral Reef Foundation, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to protecting 
the world’s threatened coral reefs. 
For more information and _ tickets, 
contact Lisa Precious at (818) 985-6220 
or visit www.pcrf.org. 


INBONESIAN 
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between Sabah and the Indonesian Kali- 
mantan, isolating it from Sabah, as if it is 
in “another continent.” According to the 


my board, the Indone- 
sian Kalimantan 
clashes do not affect 
Malaysian Borneo. 
Foreign visitors 
have continued to 
come into the area, 
both on business and 
for vacations. and 
Sabah is welcoming 
the increasing number of international 
arrivals with open arms. ™ 
For more information, visit www.sabah- 
tourism.com. 


Scuba Show 2001—June 2 & 3 

Held at the Long Beach Convention 
Center in Long Beach, California, the 
14th Annual Scuba Show will feature 
exhibits, films and seminars. 
Contact: (310) 792-2333 or visit 
www.saintbrendan.com. 


Oceans Benefit Dinner—June 9 
The San Diego Oceans Foundation 
will present the Oceans Benefit 2001 











“T WANT TO SEE FISH!” HAILEY EXCLAIMED AS SHE RAISED HER HEAD FROM THE WATER. THIS WAS HER FIRST EXPERIENCE WITH THE 


SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for Youth) unit that had been donated for her use by SCUBAPRO through Oceans for 


Youth—a non-profit foundation designed to encourage underwater education. The organization’s 
president, Wayne Hasson, is also the inventor of the SASY and SASA (Supplied Air Snorkeling for 
Adults) units. He took a personal interest in Hailey after meeting and talking with her aunt and 


uncle who were on holiday in the Cayman Islands last summer. 


Hailey Dawn Mathis is a beautiful, enthusiastic and energetic 16-year-old girl. She is a typical 
teenager—she likes shopping and boys. But instead of worrying about passing driver’s ed. and 
making the cheerleading squad, Hailey struggles with day-to-day challenges as a quadriplegic. On 
May 3, 1999, a killer tornado ripped through central Oklahoma and left her buried in the rubble 


that was once her home near Oklahoma City. 


SASY Provides New Type of desinsiody: oe 


Taking shelter in the bathtub of her home and covering 
herself with a mattress for protection, Hailey was found 
underneath mounds of rubble, alive, but seriously 
injured. The tragedy left her paralyzed from the chest 
down, with no movement in her legs and only partial 
movement in her arms. 

The many months of physical therapy have been diffi- 
cult and discouraging at times. However, the new SASY 
unit has opened up a whole new realm of possibilities to 
Hailey, and a new and fun type of physical therapy. SASY 
allows the user to lie on the surface of the water breathing 
air from a small scuba cylinder through a regulator mouth- 
piece. SASY is designed so that it is impossible to submerge 
with the device, making it ideal for small children who are 
too young for scuba, adults who have difficulty snorkeling 
on the surface, and for people like Hailey who have physi- 
cal challenges that prevent them from snorkeling and 
scuba diving. 

Lea Ann Hughes, a scuba instructor with Oklahoma 
Scuba in Norman, Oklahoma, has been Hailey’s guide in 
learning to use SASY and mastering the skills required 


to use the unit. PADI has designated Hailey to be the Papick of their first SASY certification card ‘ind apenaliy in 
the very near future, Hailey will be able to fulfill her wish of seeing fish in open water. ** 


held in Houston, Texas at the Reliant 
Arena, and will feature exhibits, semi- 
nars and more. 

To learn more, visit www.seaspace.org. 


Banquet on June 9, at the Wyndham 
San Diego Emerald Plaza. This founda- 
tion leads community-supported pro- 
jects that enhance ocean habitat and 
encourage sustainable use of ocean 
resources. 

Contact: (619) 523-1903, 
www.sdoceans.org. 


Bonaire Dive Festival—June 9 to 16 
The festival will focus on coral con- 
servation while offering a variety of 
activities, seminars and parties. 
Contact: (800) BONAIRE, or visit 
www.infobonaire.com. 


or visit 


SEASPACE 2001-—June 9 to 10 
The SEASPACE scuba show will be 


Photo/Alan Hughes 














anks to SASY, Hailey gets a view from 


Seba ast Lan Aan Hugh 


m helps Hailey prepare for a 
_ ® physical therapy session. 





















Dive Seekers International Photo- 


graphic Shoot-out—June 14 to 24 

An opportunity to work with some 
of the world’s top underwater photog- 
raphers in Layang Layang, situated in 
Malaysia. 
Contact: (011) 790-0000, or e-mail 
lynd@seekers.co.za.: 


To submit a dive-related event for our 


Happenings section, e-mail allenr@emapusa.com. 
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Both novice and experienced divers 
should carry diver protection insurance. 
While most dive accidents aren't serious, 
even a minor injury can be expensive. 
Many standard medical insurance 
policies exclude diving related accidents, 
particulary recompression chamber 
treatments, leaving you with a huge 
expense if you are not covered by a 
diving specific policy. 











AAD} aponsoret ver Pratecton Progra 
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There are other programs available. 
Why should | choose the PADI Diver 
Protection Program? 


This program provides the broadest, most flexible and 

comprehensive coverage at the best price, including: 

- Extensive medical protection-from ear injuries to 
decompression illness and more. 

¢ Medical and rescue expenses, including air evacuation 

and transportation 

Loss of flight tickets and accomodations 

- Loss of dive equipment during dive accident rescue 

Death as a result of a dive accident 

~. “*sTotal and permanent disability as a result of a dive accident 

| .. * Repatriation of remains to home county 

es =. > wey Assist America travel emergency benefits 

sity _ - No preauthorization for medical and rescue expenses 
Malllomeliates 

- No lifetime limit (except for medical non-dive 


















Dutside the U.S. call (714) 739-3177 ving Society Members 
“ Insurance Services, Inc. ut ak Uy Iid-dlt padi wi 
license #0570496 (O00) 220-008 


WWW.diveinsurance.com diverprotection co diveinsurance, com 
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Readers Speak Out : eee 


It’s a Family Affair 
I can’t even begin to tell you how informative and inspira- 
tional your recent Family Diving issue (April 2001) was to 


Skin Diver 


my husband and me. When we first 
married, we were avid divers and even 
spent our honeymoon at Glover’s Reef 
in Belize. Now, we have two sons (ages 4 
and 6/4), and we have not been scuba 
diving in over seven years. 

I was particularly impressed by the 
article, “A Fantastic Journey.” We’ve de- ST et eee 
cided to plan our next vacation toinclude » =e -* 


diving—and the boys. And a special thanks for the Siosectionts 


as to places that offer services for children as well as adults. 
—Luci Bennet, Lansing, IL 


Tourism Apartheid 

A friend gave me a copy of your March 2001 issue. It con- 
tains a story on Cuba by Clay and Martha Wiseman (“Cas- 
tro’s Little Secret,” pg.54). I enjoyed it very much, especially 
the wonderful photographs. The story brought good 
memories of my own experiences in Cuba. I am Cuban, and 
I lived on the island for 30 years before coming to the USA. I 
have been freediving since I was 10 years old, so I am very 
familiar with the crystal-clear waters and multicolored coral 
reefs the Wisemans describe. 

I do not want to sound negative, and I realize your magazine 
is not involved in politics, but there are some issues your read- 
ers should be aware € of. Ordinary Cubans cannot enjoy what 

=e the Wisemans experienced. Ordi- 
nary Cubans cannot buy diving 
equipment, cannot get a room at 
the Hotel Colony, dive the beautiful 
reefs around Isla de la Juventud or 
dine on fresh lobster. It is not be- 
cause they are poor and cannot af- 
ford it, but peliuss thes are not allowed by the government. 

There are two Cubas: one for foreigners, another one for 
ordinary Cubans even if they have U.S. dollars. There are 
buildings, areas and resorts, even entire islands, where 
Cubans are not allowed. We call it “tourism apartheid.” For- 
eign tourists who visit Cuba are unwillingly collaborating 
with this unfair policy. 





——Sebastian Arcos, via e-mail 


The World is Watching 
I took notice of your article, “Triumph of the Whales” 
(Freeflow, March 2001). After 200 years of whaling decimat- 





ed the populations of the world’s whales, two nations of the 
world (Norway and Japan) continue to hunt and kill whales 
under the disguise of “research whaling.” 

Commercial whaling by these countries are targeting 
Minke Whales, Baleen Whales, Sperm Whales, Beaked 
Whales, Gray Whales, Humpback Whales and dolphins. 
Using loopholes in the International Convention for the 
Regulation of Whaling (ICRW), the treaty 
governing the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC), Japan has now 
engaged in so-called “scientific” whaling 
despite repeated objections by the IWC. 

I’ve heard that the Tsukiji fish market in 
Tokyo, Japan, is selling whale soup (consid- 
ered a delicacy), and whale meat often sells 
for more than $100 per pound. This should make anyone im- 
mediately take notice of Norway and Japan’s real motives be- 
hind these whale hunts. 





——Gerald Steven Tlapa, Los Angeles, CA 


Teach Not, Want Not 

I just received the March edition of Skin Diver magazine 
and was disturbed to read the article entitled “Touch Me 
Not.’ It is a tragedy that people are not properly educated in 
regards to the ecosystem. Perhaps when Mr. Fouts learned to 
dive in the 1970s, people thought nothing of plundering the 
seas’ resources. But if we all had that mentality, then the 
already suffering coral and sponge population would be 
non-existent. 

I implore all scuba divers and snorkelers to enjoy the 
beauty our seas and oceans have to offer, but please do not 
touch or remove anything. I am quite sure we would all love 
to behold the oceans’ treasures untouched and unspoiled for 
many generations to come. 


—Janet H. Bartow, Ottsville, PA 


It’s Not About How Deep You Go 

I recently came across a copy of Skin Diver magazine and 
was really impressed. However, I was hoping to see more 
articles on snorkeling, since that was something I tried for 
the first time while on vacation in Hawaii last October. 

That first time looking underwater at Hanauma Bay, 
Oahu, was so exciting—I was totally unprepared for my 
reaction! Please consider more articles on snorkeling 
techniques and gear, and featuring well-known as well as 
more remote spots to have great snorkeling experiences. 


—Susan Cline, via e-mail 


Tell us what you think. Send your thoughts by e-mail to skin-diver@emapusa.com, the website at www.skin-diver.com or via snail-mail to 


Letters to the Editor, Skin Diver, 6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048. 
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Photo/Tom Ordway 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


Ocean exploration has taken a backseat 
to space exploration. But that’s all 

about to change. Here, two of Cousteau’s 
researchers inspect coral for the Cities 
Under the Sea Encyclopedia. 
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_ AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, A 
| specially convened President’s Panel 
_ on Ocean Exploration within the U.S. 
- Commerce Department issued an ex- 





citing document. “Discovering Earth’s 
Final Frontier” called for a bold new 
commitment to ocean exploration. 

It’s about time. 

Forty years ago, space and ocean 
exploration were both plunging intc 
unknown realms at about the same 
pace. But today, thanks to shuttles, 
the Hubble telescope, the Mars land- 
ings and other breakthroughs, space 
exploration has progressed beyond 
our wildest dreams, while our 
knowledge of Earth’s oceans has 
lagged behind. This makes it 
extremely important to give this 
effort all possible encouragement. 


naa 





Photo/Geri Murphy 


Yet while the report could be a bold 
and positive step forward, it could just 
as easily become another gold rush. 

In the world’s rainforests, human 
activities are killing off 
ecosystems before we 
have a chance to fully 
know them, to under- 
stand how they work 
and to derive a benefit 
from the services they 
provide. Recent discov- 
eries of new deep-sea 
species suggest that the 
same process may befall 
the oceans unless we 
protect its vitality. 

As the world’s preem- 
inent maritime power, it 
is essential that the U.S. 
be involved. But it is also 
essential that it be 
involved wisely. 

While the Americans 
have focused on space, 
Canada, England, Aus- 
tralia, and even Ireland 
and New Zealand have 
launched undersea endeavors using 
the latest technological advances. 
Only five percent of the U.S. Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) has been 
mapped in a high-resolution format, 
less than other maritime states. The 
panel wants to explore this highly 
valuable resource using multibeam 
sonar, remote-sensing arrays and oth- 
er information-gathering gadgetry. 
Meanwhile, a multi-year “Signature 
Mission” will send a research vessel to 
the South Seas, the Arctic and back. 

Coordinated marine research, 
drawing upon related fields of 
chemistry, geology, engineering and 








others, would provide the proper 
intellectual foundation for under- 
standing the workings of a planet 
that seems better measured, yet less 
well-known, every day. 

In many ways, the Panel conceives 
of its new plan as a vast 
educational enterprise, 
aiming at nothing less than 
“to improve the science 
competency of America’s 
school-children, and to 
realize the full potential of 
a citizenry aware and 
informed of ocean issues.” 

It sounds lovely, but we 
must also be cautious. While 
the report recognizes the 
Marine Protected Area 
guidelines established by the 
World Conservation Union 
to safeguard fragile marine 
habitats, its motives are not 
completely altruistic. 

A major goal of the U.S. 
effort—produced by the 
Commerce Department—1s 
to ascertain what undiscov- 
ered benefits for industry lie 
within territorial waters. 
“Stakeholders” such as the petrol- 
eum, pharmaceutical and fishing 
industries all stand to gain. And the 
report makes no secret of their 


After all, most of the 
relevant technology for 
exploration has been 
developed. ..by the 
offshore oil industry. 


involvement, both as participants in 
information gathering and as its 
beneficiaries. 

Clearly, the grand enterprise will be 
impossible without industry support, 
both financial and material. After all, 
most of the relevant technology for 
exploration has been developed not 
by the government or scientific agen- 
cies, but by the offshore oil industry. 

As we have seen on the fringes of 





other frontiers, be it space or pharma- 
ceuticals or genetics, the zeal to exploit 
new riches often outpaces the legal 
frameworks that protect the rights of 
individuals and the viability of ecosys- 
tems. We must make sure this does 





not happen with oceanic research. 

Thankfully, there are a few signs 
that the Panel is aware of this danger. 

The report recommends that a 
portion of the proceeds 
from ocean exploitation be 
earmarked for research on 
the environmentally sus- 
tainable use of marine 
products. Time will tell 
whether this is a new way to 
sustainably manage domes- 
tic marine resources ora 
mere boilerplate. 

Overall, the U.S. plan to 
put a sizable portion of its 
vast resources towards the 
exploration of the oceans is to be 
welcomed. In an age of increasingly 
complex environmental challenges, its 
contribution is essential not just to 
understanding the oceans, but to 
protecting them. 

In the spirit of its enterprise, more 
than the letter, the Panel has recog- 
nized that marine science is essential 
not only to one country’s prosperity, 
but to everyone’s survival. 
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#1 in Lens 
Technology 






Ultra 2200 


SeaVision's unique approach to color-correction involves the enhancement of the color spectrum in the 
water. At depth, colors begin to disappear, starting with red and gradually working 
toward violet. Each SeaVision lens adds these colors to “replace” the colors lost in 

the spectrum. The result is truer colors and more vivid underwater images. 





BiOfr GCorrect.ve Leuse 


SeaVision's MaxVision lenses are used for low visibility diving in lakes, rivers, quarries and waters of 
the North Atlantic. Any available light is amplified allowing you to enjoy the —~ 
many things to see. The more light that is supplied, the brighter the g > 
underwater environment will seem. + 
MaxVision 





Soft silicone skirt 
100% U/V protection 
Swivel buckles for comfort 
Barracuda Gray 
Blue Tang 
Purple Deep Purple aang 
MaxVision 4399 35th Street North 
paras ince pide St. Petersburg, Florida 33714 


& SeaVision 2000 ] Toll Free: 800.732.6275 FAX: 800.659.0284 














To House or Not to House 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 





During the last five years | have used both a MotorMarine II-EX and a Nikonos V. 
ME lismarehummcalialdiare mr-lerelelameleh dials Mr lame) Mi amecclatlsie- Mr larem eleladiarem iam ialcemr malelenyiare mm Ble 
you think that is a good idea? —Harry, Enid, OK 





Prone 


SLR systems offer a lot 
of versatility. Above: A 
photographer uses a housed 
SLR to capture small pillar 
coral in Fiji. Right: This 
shot of a Fijian seascape 
was taken with a housed 
SLR system. 


DIFFERENT PHOTOGRAPHERS MAKE THE 
move to a housed single lens reflex 
(SLR) camera for a variety of rea- 
sons. In some cases, photographers 
are not satisfied with the quality of 
the images they are creating and 
believe a housed SLR camera system 
will enable them to improve their 
work. While the Motormarine IJ-EX 
and Nikonos V can produce excellent 
quality images (both macro and 
wide-angle), shooters looking to 
expand their range may find these 
camera systems sometimes limiting. 
These systems do a great job with the 
right size subjects in a given situa- 


tion, but they lack flexibility under- 
water. Photographers thinking about 
changing to a housed SLR may want 
the flexibility of a wider selection of 
lenses available with SLR product 
lines such as Nikon, Olympus, 
Minolta and Canon cameras. 

But given these and other reasons, 
it really isn’t possible for me to 
definitely state whether Harry, or any 
other photographer, should or 
should not make the move to a 
housed SLR system. However, I can 
provide Harry, and other photogra- 
phers like him, with some food 
for thought. 





Many people make the move to a 
SLR system in order to make it easier 


to create full-frame, compelling 
images of reef creatures that vary in 
size from shrimp to big lobsters. To 
consistently produce high-quality 
images of subjects in this size range 
you will want to work with a lens, or 
lenses, in the 50 mm to 105 mm range. 
Others might make the move to 
housed SLRs to create compelling 
medium-format and _ wide-angle 
imagery by taking advantage of the 
wide selection of lenses of different 
focal lengths that are available for 
high-quality SLR cameras. 
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Perhaps the biggest advantages of 
SLR systems are the ability to “see 
and confirm” focus and to compose 
precisely. With the guesswork mini- 
mized, you have a chance to be in 
near total control of the photographs 
you produce. With some experience 
under your weightbelt, you can 
achieve razor-sharp focus with an 
SLR system. And, while the viewfind- 
ers of most SLRs don’t allow you to 
see 100 percent of the frame you will 
record, there is much less guessing 
involved. In addition, the built-in 
light metering systems of most SLRs 
are deadly accurate—a big help in 
exposing sunlit backgrounds and 
strobe-lit foreground subjects when 
using the TTL exposure mode. 

There are, however, some disad- 


vantages in the SLR world. An SLR 
system, which consists primarily of a 
camera, housing, several ports and a 
variety of lenses, is usually consider- 
ably more expensive than a 
rangefinder-based system (ie. Motor- 
Marine, Nikonos). An SLR system is 
typically bigger, heavier and a little 
more of a “handful” underwater. I 
often feel that I can deal with big, 
fast moving animals better with a 
rangefinder, and they are often easier 
to work with when currents are 
running. So, despite being an SLR 
owner, I haven't tossed my 
rangefinders. Being larger, a typical 
SLR system requires more space 
when traveling, and necessitates a 
little more planning and cooperation 
in getting the system into and out of 





the water. In addition, a housed SLR 
system usually takes a little longer to 
set up and break down. 

Most professional shooters even- 
tually end up using an SLR system 
Often, they do so because for them, 
the advantages of improved picture 
quality, control over their images 
and flexibility outweigh the disad- 
vantages of increased cost, bulk and 
time spent setting up and breaking 
down their systems. However, many 
hobbyists get along just fine for years 
without using a housed SLR system. 
The final decision depends upon 
how seriously you take your 
underwater photography, the types 
of images you want to create and 
what kind of financial commitment 
you can afford to make. = 


fk eae 
Getting 


As a general rule, the manufacturers of point-and- 
shoot cameras make cameras equipped with fixed-focus 
lenses, which are designed to help you take photographs 
of medium-sized subjects. These cameras do a great job 
in this arena, but many photographers also want to create 
photographs of subjects that are the size of nudibranch- 
es, hermit crabs and seahorses. Unfortunately, you can’t 
take a high-quality, full-frame picture of a small subject 
without using an accessory, such as a close-up lens or a 
Sea & Sea macro lens. 

The adapter lenses significantly alter the optical prop- 
erties of the non-removable lenses that come standard 
with most point-and-shoot cameras. The accessory 
lenses available for cameras such as the SeaLife 
Reefmaster, 100 Epoque, Ikelite’s Aquashot 3 and Sea & 
Sea’s MX-5 move the focus in much closer to the lens. In 
many point-and-shoot cameras the standard lens is a 
fixed-focus lens, which means that the lens is preset to 
focus on subjects that are two to six feet away from the 
camera's film plane. By adding some type of close-up 
accessory lens you move the focus to within a few 
inches. You'll also need to remember that an accessory 
lens works in conjunction with the non-removable 
camera lens, and together they create an optical system 
that is focused for close-up work. So, check with the 
manufacturer about lens settings. 

You will want to light small subjects with a strobe in 
order to properly expose the subject and to “paint in” 
colors that have been filtered out. The “automatic expo- 
sure” feature (TTL) works well in macro photography, 


Started: Making 


Pictures of Little Critters 


so getting good 
exposures Is 
mostly a matter 
of remember- 
ing to properly 
Sets. the oleh 
selector switch 
and correctly 
aiming your 
strobe. 

Once you 
have the proper equipment, 
youre ready to take some 
compelling images. Here’s a 
few tips: 

- Filla pleasing percentage of 
your frame with your subject. 

«Get low < and---shoot 
upwards when you can. This 
often adds a dramatic appeal 
to subjects. 

* Shoot subjects face first. 

- When using wire framers 
that come with some close-up adapters, indent a little 
(somewhere between 4 and 4 inch, as suggested by the 
manufacturer) when framing your subject. 

* Look carefully at your subject for a flash of color. 
Aim your strobe so that the light strikes your subject 
while intensifying the burst of color. 

Good luck and happy shooting! ™® 


Seahorse, 


WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 
Take an online course at Marty Snyderman's School of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course 
consists of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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Roatan Bay Islands = 
Honduras 


DIVE THE WORLD'S 
SECOND LARGEST 


BARRIER REEF 
Roatan, the Bay Islands of Honduras 


PADI GOLD PALM 5 STAR 
INSTROCTOR 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER 


Anthony's Key Resort Is able to certify divers from 7 
Open Water all the way to Instructor's ievel. There — 
is a full staff of PADI instructors available, to — 
enable guests to commence classes daily. IDG's = 
are scheduled throughout the calendar year. 


THE MOST MODERN 
DIVE BOAT FLEET IN THE 


CARIBBEAN 


Our new Pro 42' Gustom Dive boats with 
knowledgeable dive masters will take you to the © 


best dive sites. We also have 4 Pro 48’ custom — 
dive boats for special excursions to remote 
sites. 


THE AGUILA 
The "Aguila" ran freight between Puerto Cortes, | 
Honduras and the Caribbean; it ran ashore in the 
Utila keys during one of its voyages. The | 
"Aguila" now rests in 100' of water behind 
Bailey's Key, only a two-minute boats ride 
from the dock! 


ROATAN INSTITUTE 
FOR MARINE 
SCIENCES 


Offers Dolphin dive and snorkel 
programs for kids and adults. 
Student group research facilities are 
available as well. 


DIVING PROGRAMS 
FOR KIDS 
Include SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for Youths), Bubblemakers —- kids 


get to experience the thrill of Scuba diving, and PADI Jr. Open Water 
Certification for kids 10-12. 


AND THERE IS MORE... 
Full Service photo facility and dive shop, recompression chamber, 
horseback riding, kayaking, free entrance to the Roatan museum. 


CALL BAHIA TOURS, INC. 
FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION: 
800-227-3483 
Tel: 954.929.0090/Fax:954.922.7478 
e-mail: akr@anthonyskey.com 


HTTP://WWW.ANTHONYSKEY.COM 





by Ryan Allen & Daryl Carson ——"""""— 


Although the photo may not do it 
justice, the real beauty of this 
slicked-up new light from Pelican 
is its size. A unique battery config- “Why, 
uration allows the Nemo to swallow 
eight C-cells and still retain its dainty 
six C-cell figure. 

But beauty has not come at the price 
of brawn. A newly designed magnetic 
switch eliminates extra holes (and 
potential failure points) in the body, 
which helps the Nemo attain its 500- 


foot depth rating. And, for those of you | 
who have had trouble with earlier magnetic designs, the Nemo’s switch can be easily removed for cleaning, so build up 


of magnetic material is never a problem. 


The Xenon lamp produces 100,000 peak candlepower, and the computerized parabolic reflector has a focused yet : 
wide beam. The spaceage polymer body features black thermoplastic over-molded accents and an “unbreakable” — 
polycarbonate lens. Pelican Products: (310) 326-4700 or (800) 473-5422, www.pelican.com 
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Warm water divers who prefer 4 Symmetry between upstroke and jo, 


full-foot fins have had few options | 
when it comes to experiencing the | 
split-fin design craze first hand. 
But with the introduction of } 
the new full-foot Twin 


Jets many are finally | 
getting a taste of | 
Nature’s Wing | — 


technology. 


The design | ! 


concept may be 


familiar to some, | . 
but the Twin Jets use an | 
unconventional hydro- | 

foil shape to produce for- } — 
ward motion with less effort | 


than traditional blades. The design | 
allows water to flow around each of 
the twin blades, producing, 
propulsion in a manner | 


similar to that found laud Use quick release strap system. Also, |, ) 


in a sail or wing. 
The foot pock- 
et is angled to 
correspond to 


the natural posi- | 


tion fn of the ower leg and silews for } : 


downstroke of the kick, resulting in | 

higher efficiency. 
The fins are made from Mon- | 

| prene, which provides a_ well- 


| struck balance between flexibility | 
-and snap. (The foot pocket is also 
}made from Monprene, which [| 


found to be quite comfortable.) | 
SCUBAPRO has retained their | 
trademark vents just below the foot | 
pocket (a standard of the original } 
Jet Fin) to increase water flow | 
across the blade’s surface. And, | 
modest side rails help direct water | | 
flow directly behind the diver for 





| increased thrust. 


Notable features of the open-heel } © 
Twin Jets are an extended foot] 
pocket for greater protection during | 
shore entries and a rugged but easy to | 


foot pockets on the open-heel model | 
run a little large, helping accommo- | 
date drysuit divers with bulky boots. |. 
SCUBAPRO: (800) SCUBAPRO, | 
www.scubapro.com *# 












































Few diving displeasures equal the dreaded hack that comes with dry mouth. 
Suck on a regulator for more than 20 minutes, and chances are you will 

appreciate the possibilities of Apollo’s new 107 bio-filter—promising clean, 
moisturized air for comfortable and safer diving. 

The bio-filter is usable with all scuba regulators, and attempts to 
eliminate the problems associated with dry tank air by replacing 30 to 
70 percent of the humidity back into the air that a diver breathes and, 
in effect, restoring the tank air to a more natural atmosphere. It also uti- 
: , EF lizes a charcoal filter to remove trace particles of dust, rust and odor. 
ES LG Other benefits may include easier pressure equalization, reduction of post 
: ico dive headaches and general fatigue, and increase in bottom time. Apollo 
™., Sports USA, Inc.: (800) 231-0909, www.apollosportsusa.com ™* 
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Frisbees have been ruling the air-currents since 1958. It’s high 
time that someone took that same fun underwater, and that’s the aim of two new 
throw-toys from Aquatoy. 

The AquaDisc was inspired by playing with dolphins, and when thrown properly, can 
slice through up to 30 feet underwater. With the flick of the wrist, the AquaSkimmer 
can also zip across the water’s surface, putting even the best skipping stone to shame. 
These rubber disks come in a variety of colors (including a glow-in-the-dark ver- | 
sion) and assembled packs are available. Aquatoy, \ 
Inc.: (888) 571-1609, www.aquatoy.com 




























THE BACKPACK: If youre backpack is best suited for lugging chemistry texts 
between classes, maybe its time to upgrade to a true traveling companion. The 
Skin Diver backpack features padded and contoured shoulder straps for the 
long walks through airport terminals and rain forest hikes, while chest and 
waist straps help secure awkward loads. The pack’s main compartment is sep- 
arated into three areas—one large, one small and one smaller—for organizing 
clothes, sunglasses, passports and car keys. Two generous side pockets 
are perfect for carrying a water bottle, mask and snorkel, camera or 
similar sized gear. And, of course, the rugged exterior is appointed / | 
with Skin Diver’s 50th Anniversary logo. j 

THE APPAREL: Skin Diver T-shirts are made from 100 percent cotton‘ 
and are available with a team insignia (pictured right) or with the 50th * 
Anniversary logo (pictured left). For staving off post dive chills, we 
recommend the 100 percent cotton, hooded sweatshirt (choice of 
pullover or zip-up) and matching sweat pants. 

Of course, if you wear all of this gear at once you could be 
accused of working for the magazine. But, that wouldn’t be _ 
so bad, would it? Skin Diver Gear: (877) 718-3429, - 
www.skindivergear.com ** 
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BY KARL SHREEVES 


Photo/Michelle Van Viiet 


THERE’S A SENSE OF “WHEW, NOW I CAN 
relax a bit,’ when you reach your first 
deco stop. Not to say you let your 


Then a little voice in my 

head said, “Hey, dummy, you 
may be at the first stop, but 
you're still 220 feet deep!” 


| guard down, but that you can take a 
| moment to let the adrenaline subside, 
_ especially after a “big” dive. And that’s 
_ exactly how I felt when I hit the first 
stop after plunging to the deep restric- 
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tion in the Pit of Cannonball Spring in 
exhilarating, once-in-a-decade, Flori- 
da Springs-clear visibility. A dive to 
just shy of 300 feet will get your blood 
flowing under any circumstances, and 
with the exceptional visibility, this 
dive was especially exciting. 

Letting go of the tension a bit, I me- 
thodically checked my tables, depth, 
time and SPG. All OK, and my mind 
begins to wander. Ah, what a great 
dive. Wow! 

The first stop is usually short, so I 
don’t let my mind wander too far. I 
rechecked my SPG, startled to see that 
I'd burned through more than 200 
psi—from a set of twin 120s—in just 
minutes. Then a little voice in my 








head said, “Hey, dummy, you may be 
at the first stop, but you're still 220 
feet deep!” 

Later, when I truly had more time 
to let my mind wander (that is, at the 
25-minute stop at 20 feet), I started 
thinking that not long 
ago, 220 feet was a deep 
dive for me, not a stop 
depth. But then, thinking 
further, I realized that ac- 





no-stop dive to 60. Physiologists un- 
derstand decompression with air in 
the no-stop limits far better than they 
understand trimix decompression, 
which is still somewhat experimental. 
But in 2011, decompression science 


How much risk a 





i from Ivica oe 


diver faces during a 





tually, 220 feet stillisa 
deep dive for me, or any- 





live will relate 





one else for that matter, 
and so is 130 feet. 

In the dive community 
you hear the same things 
again and again about tek 
diving: Tek divers go 
deeper. Tek tanks are big- 
ger and there are more of 
them. Tek dives are longer. 
Tek penetrations go far- 
ther. Tek risks are greater. 
And while these are true, 
they’re only true because we compare 
tek diving to recreational diving. 

The point is that what is “deep” or 
“long” or “risky” has as much to do 
with our reference frame as it does 
with what we're trying to pin the label 
onto. To many nondivers, 60 feet is 
deep, 30 minutes underwater is 
“long” and diving itself is “risky.” 
Likewise, for the experienced techni- 
cal, deep diver, a dive to 130 feet on 
twin 80s on a warm, clear tropical reef 
isn’t particularly deep. But for the 
same diver, 130 feet in a cold, dark 
lake using only a single tank rig is 
definitely deep! 

In planning technical dives, it’s as 
important to account for this relativity 
as it is to account for your decompres- 
sion schedule or the water tempera- 
ture. How much risk a diver faces 
during a dive will relate substantially 
(though not entirely) to the diver’s 
training and experience, the equip- 
ment available and the environment. 
A dive that’s “too deep” today may not 
be tomorrow after the diver picks 
up the additional relevant training 
or experience. 

State-of-the-art diving also intro- 
duces relativity: In 2001, decompres- 
sion risk is higher for a trimix decom- 
pression dive to 290 feet than for an air 











substantially...to the 
rs training ana 
‘experience the 
equiopn 
and the environment. 





lent available 


may understand trimix decompres- 
sion as well as no-stop air diving. 

Bottom line: When planning a tek 
dive, or any other dive for that matter, 
you can't assess your options without 
accounting for what you're compar- 
ing them to. 


Not All Relative 

But there’s another side to the coin. 
My stop at 220 feet wasn’t deep rela- 
tive to my bottom depth; yet within 
the existing state of diving, 220 feet is 
still deep. My gas consumption is still 
7.6 times higher than at the surface. 
I’m still a long way from the surface if 


I have a problem (especially in a cave). 


And I have a lot of decompression 
stops between me and terra firma. 

No matter how deep or shallow, “safe” 
or “risky,” long or short a dive is com- 
pared to another dive, the maximum 
depth, the gear you have, etc., once 
youre there—youre there and relativity 
becomes an abstract concept for Ein- 
stein to deal with. Don’t get complacent 
about what you're doing or where you 
are, because you still have to do whatev- 
er it takes to come back safely. 


Karl Shreeves is VP, Technical Develop- 
ment for DSAT (Diving Science & 
Technology) and PADI. 









| purnicat 

> Weight: 85 lbs - Size: | 28" D 
Low maintenance | 
Comes ready-to-go! Just add gasoline 
or electricity 





To GO! 
ATHING AIR 
a or electric models) 


Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high pressure compressor 


(3-Phase) for all breathing air applications! 


Stationary, 
Continuous Duty Units 


Continuous duty capability 

10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 
Tri-chem air purification system 

Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


» Automatic and manual purge condensate 


drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


» Air storage system compatible 

» Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
» Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 
> Electric, 7.5hp, 220/440 volt —available in 


310°538°5143 
1539 West 139th St. e Gardena, CA 90249 U.S.A. 


Phone: 31032903491 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Coral Sea Reef Guide, 


A good. guidebook is informative, 
clear and concise. A great guidebook is 
all of the above, plus 
it invites us to 
explore the world 
it describes. Bob 

sus Halstead’s Coral Sea 
one i Reef Guide achieves 
yy the latter with full 
color photography 
and crisp text that 
brings to life the fish, 
coral, invertebrates and 
other organisms of the Indo- 
Pacific’s reef environments. 

The Coral Sea encompasses some of 

diving’s richest and most ecologically 
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Welcome to the Diver's Library, where each month we bring you the latest in diving media. 


treasured waters. The marine life of the coast of Kona in his video 
Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Hawaii's Spinner Dolphins. 
Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and Without narrative, viewers are 
the Great Barrier Reef are all drawn in by the meditative 
covered. The Coral Sea Reef rhythms of Soren Hlygaard’s 
Guide is easy to navigate and score. The video allows view- 
provides essential scientific ers to simply watch the 
information as well as prac- dolphins. The viewers’ focus is 
tical tidbits on spotting drawn to the dolphins’ grace 
certain species. 3 and power as they perform an 
Divers will find this snide: < endless water ballet. 
an indispensable ally when — The video is admirable and 
confronted with the all-too- surprisingly enjoyable, but at 
common question: What times it would have been nice 
was that? to also hear the dolphins, as Schupp 
must have. *** 





Hawaii’s Spinner Dolphins, 


For information on how to 
submit a product for review 


in Diver's Library, 
contact Michelle Danner at 
dannerm@emapusa.com. 


With just a snorkel, fins and mask, 
Bill Schupp captures on tape some of 
the ocean’s most agile creatures off 





Photo by: Norbert Wu 


External 
Leakpraof 


swich” =“ The Smallest-And Brightest 8C 
“sy, Dive Light In The World.” 
° WATERTIGHT TO 500 FEET 
.* SUPER BRIGHT. XENONSTECHNOLOGY ~~ 
° PARABOLIC’ FOCUSED REFLECTOR — 
° OPTIONAL PERSONALIZED NAMEPLATE~ 


Available At Your Pelican Dealer Or Call Far® 
Literature. Visit Our Website at www.pelican.com PELICAN 
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BiMINI 


CAT ISLAND 
CHuB CAY 
EXUMA 











Cks, Dolphins 


and Sharks! 





BRENDAL’S Dive SHOP 
Dive ABAcO 
FROGGIES OuT ISLAND ADVENTURES 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES .....800-327-8 150 


ANDROS UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
SEASCAPE INN 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE .......ccceeceeeeeeeee .800-223-696 1 


BIMIN! UNDERSEA 

ScusA BIMINI 

GREENWOOD Dive CENTER 

CHuB Cay UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
Exuma Dive CENTRE & WATER SPORTS 


ExUMA SCUBA ADVENTURES .......-.0cc00c0ee 1010 So roa BO) 
PEACE PLENTY wussochesnenavantbantedenves ....800-525-2210 


ELEUTHERA/ HARBOUR ISLAND 


Kel Nem SPAN) 


SAN SALVADOR 


Bahamas Diving Association « P.O. Box 21707 « Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 * 1-800-866-DIVE ¢ Intl. 305-442-7095 + info@bahamasdiving.com 


VALENTINE'S DIVE CENTER 

STELLA Maris RESORT 

CAPE SANTA MariA BEACH RESORT 
RIDING ROCK INN 
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242-373-6775 
242-373-4014 

800-992-DIVE 
800-327-8150 


800-780-9941 
800-247-5338 
242-366-0024 


GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT GRAND BAHAMA SCUBA 

SUNN Ooyssey DIVERS 

THE UniDeRW/ATER EXPLORERS SOCIETY 

XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES ......... 
NEW PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 
BAHAMA Div 800-398-DIVE 
CUSTOME|AGUATICS, LID. ....cesesseeeseeesen 242-362-1492 
DIVE DIVE|DIVE woes ee eeeseeeeeeeesesessr sess errs 800-368-3483 
Diver’s HAVEN 242-393-0869 
Nassau $cugé CENTRE 800-327-8150 
Stuart Cove’s Dive BAHAMAS 800-879-9832 
AQUA Car CRUISES 888-327-9600 
BLACKBEARD'S CRUISES....ccseseeseeeeeceees 1310 OCW a-z010 10) 
Bottom Vitae ADVENTURES 800-234-8464 
CAT Ppaity CRUIses 800-327-9600 
NEKTON DivinG CRUISES wo... ce ceece ees . ..800-899-6753 
OCEAN EXPLORER, INC. wc... cceceeeeaaeeee 800-338-9383 
SEA Drac 954-522-0161 
SEA FeveR DIVING CRUISES 800-443-3837 


800-327-8150 
242-369-0342 


800-348-4644 
800-848-4073 
242-342-3053 
800-327-8150 


800-874-7213 Dive Live-ABOARDS 


WL VECKICEYA0)-10) 
800-426-0466 
.800-663-7090 
800-272-1492 


Photo Credits: Stephen Frink Waterhouse, © 2001 BDA/CLINE. SD5/01 


Bahama Divers 
800-398-DIVE 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive 
Shop: Full Line-US 
Divers, Sherwood, Full 
Service, Parts, Rentals 
PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
Ph: 242-393-6054 © Fax: 242-393-6078 

mail: bahdiver@coralwave.com 

Web: bahamadivers.com 
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Dive Abaco 
(242) 367-2787 
(800)247-5338 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Located at the Conch Inn 
Marina Marsh Harbour. 

Full service dive center 

¢ SCUBA and snorkeling trips 
Resort & full certification courses 
NAUI Dream Resort * PADI International Resort 
Magnificant reefs, tunnels & caverns. Night, shark and 
wreck dives 





Out Island Oceanics 
(954) 522-0161 


EXUMACAYS, Bahamas 
Liveaboard - "R/V Sea Dragon". 
Explore the Exuma Cays Land 
and Sea Park. Special 
June/July trips to Conception 
Island and Southern Bahamas. 
30 years experience diving the "Best of the Bahamas”. 
Out Island Oceanics, Inc. 
seadragonbahamas@hotmail.com 
http//www.seadragonbahamas.com 





Riding Rock Inn 
800-272-1492 


info@ridingrock.com 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility.U-W Photo/Video 
Center. Call today. 








Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 
800-426-0466 


Dive famous Shark Reef. 
Pristine Conception Wall. 
World’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI 
courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 1-2- 
3&4 Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, sailing, 
biking. And more! 

(954) 359-8238 mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
Web: www.stellamarisresort.com 
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Harbour Island Bahamas 


Where the 
Ocean 


at Meets the 


. aaa Sky... 


Cha rlers 


vé Resort 


Courses ~ 





Call Toll Free Today _ 
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Wayne Hasson-——Aggressor Man, Family Man 


ANY CONVERSATION ABOUT LIVE- 
aboard diving would be incom- 
plete without mentioning 
Wayne Hasson. A 30-year veter- 
an of the dive industry, Wayne 
and his wife Anne were work- 
ing at Casa Bertmar on Grand 
Cayman when they envisioned 


Aggressor Fleet. A man of 
many hats in his career, includ- 
ing U.S. Marine, dive instruc- 
tor, businessman and photog- 
rapher, Hasson was most 
recently a driving force behind 
the introduction of the SASY 
(Supplied Air Snorkeling for 





Photo/Anne Hasson 


the creation of a better dive 
vacation. This dream came true 
in 1984, with the launch of the 
Cayman Aggressor. One of the 
true visionaries in the world of 
diving adventure, Hasson’s idea 
has expanded to 13 vessels 
worldwide, which make up the 


Youth), which is attracting 
young people to the aquatic 
realm throughout the world. 
His most recent innovation is 
Kids’ Sea Camps aboard the 
Aggressor boats, an idea that 
allows entire families to enjoy 
the live-aboard experience. ™ 


Bruce Bowker—Puttin’ Bonaire on the Map 


A TRUE DIVE PROFESSIONAL WHO CREATED THE POPULAR CARIB INN ON BONAIRE MORE 
than 20 years ago, Bruce Bowker has made the 10-room resort a “must-visit” destination 
for serious dive travelers. Starting in 1973 as the first full-time dive instructor on 
Bonaire, Bruce began his career as part of Capt'n Don’s Adventures, now Capt’n 
Don’s Habitat. He worked for Capt’n Don’s for six years before opening his own 

resort. Today, the Carib Inn remains a small and intimate retreat, just how 
Bruce, and his wife Liz, have always wanted it to be. A strong proponent of 

protecting the aquatic environment, and Bonaire environmental issues in 


general, Bowker played a key role in the Bonaire government’s reacquisition 


of Klein Bonaire in late 1999. == 















































BACK IN 1977, STUART COVE WAS HIRED 
as a stunt/safety 
diver for the 
James Bond film 


For Your Eyes 
Only. Cove’s in- 
nate ability to 


“wrangle sharks” 
earned him the 
opportunity to 
act as the lead 
underwater co- 
ordinator for a- 
nother Bond film, 
Never Say Never 
Again, in 1983. 

Nine years 
later, Cove was sought out to assume dive 
operations in the Bahamas and formed Stuart 
Cove’s Dive Bahamas. Dive Bahamas was one 
of the first to present mainstream shark feed- 
ing and today, with its world-class dive facili- 
ties, is considered one of the most successful 
and modern dive operations in the globe. His 
operation offers all the latest toys and has a 
fleet of top-notch dive boats with the capabili- 
ty of serving hundreds of divers each day. 

And although Stuart (with his wife and busi- 
ness partner, Michelle) has continued to work 
on Hollywood films, such as Splash, Cocoon and 
Flipper, it is his Dive Bahamas that has generat- 
ed his international reputation. 

In addition to diving and films, Stuart 
and Michelle avidly work to protect the 
environment through their 
involvement with the 
Bahamas Dive 
Association. = 


Photo/Pam Christman 
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For full details, contact Garibbean Adventures 
Dive Travel at 1-800-887-8569 or 
email Krisli@werlddive.com or log onto www. fisheye.com 


Affordable Cayman The Best Deal! At the Best Price! Enjoy the comfort of 


Sunshine Suites, Grand Caymans new all-suites resort, Full kitchen facilities & 
pool. Experience superb diving with Fisheye Photo, Video and Diving. 4 nights 


with 3 days of diving from $585pp double occ. 


CIRCLE # 87 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 





Cayman Diver Ltd. 


Tel: 345-946-4386 
E-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 
Web: www.caymandiver.ky 


Dive personally with a Capt. Don Foster owned and 
operated company. At Cayman Diver Ltd. we offer personalized 
service for beginner and advanced divers. We specialize in 3-tank 
dive trips that include continental breakfast and a hot lunch as well as 
2 tank dives, night dives, instruction and snorkel trips to the world 
famous Stingray City. We offer customized private dive charters. 
Our dive shop is located at the Grand Caymanian Resort. 
For information and reservations call 345-946-4386. 


CIRCLE # 68 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 











CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 





SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 





Eden Rock Diving Centre 


Tel: (345) 949-7243 » Fax: (345) 949-0842 
E-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
Web: www.edenrockdive.com 


We are committed to making sure you have a great vacation! With 
friendly professional staff offering diving packages, 
that combine boat diving in small groups with unlimited 
shore diving, at two of Cayman’s best shallow reefs. 
We offer PADI, NAUI, SSI, BS-AC certification and 
student referral dives. Nitrox is available. 


CIRCLE # 64 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 





Treasure Island Divers 


P.Q. Box 30975 Grand Cayman, BWI 
Toll Free U.S. & Canada: (800) 872-7552 
Tel: (954) 351-8998 © Fax: (954) 351-9740 

Web: tidivers.com 
E-mail: tidivers@diveres.com 


Talk to our customers, and get the real story on 
Treasure Island Divers. Visit our website at: www.tidivers.com 
and go to our “Talk to Our Customers” page. We stand on our 

reputation. Unlimited dive packages year-round, great boats, 
great staff—and giving you the best service is what 
we're all about! 
PLUS, we have the only boat dock on 7-mile Beach, 
SO WE GET YOU TO THE BEST DIVE SITES FIRST! 





CIRCLE # 62 ON READERS SERVICE CARD 


Grand Cayman « Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 











oe gt 4s 


Aft # 


ee / . ee & = | F 7, Ua Le 
ta i t= F oe f 
- PS ae eo A ee 2 ~~ hy 
7 ed sf at pe 
= " + ** 


‘gues. oe - S Per’ 
3 € 





SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 


Diving 

For more than 50 years, the Cayman Islands has beck- 
oned divers with its warm, clear waters, breathtaking 
undersea terrain and exotic marine life. Recognized early- 
on as one of the world’s top dive destinations, the 
Cayman Islands has preserved its marine (and terrestrial) 
resources through a system of park, replenishment and 
environmental zones, and numerous permanent moor- 
ings. Famous dive sites surround each island and new 
ones are being discovered all the time through a partner- 
ship between the destination’s Department of 
Environment and the Watersports Committee members 
of the Cayman Tourism Alliance. 

Grand Cayman’s underwater offerings include every type 
of Caribbean experience imaginable, including wrecks, walls, 
shallow reefs and the hands-on fun of Stingray City, where 
divers and snorkellers cavort with gentle Southern 
Stingrays. Little Cayman is one of the world’s pre- 
mier wall diving meccas.At Jackson's Bay and 
Bloody Bay, the tops of the walls can reach 
as shallow as 20 feet. Loaded with sponges 
and marine growth, they fall steeply away 
into the deep blue. Cayman Brac has a 
varied and pristine dive terrain, but a 
lush fringing reef surrounds most of 
the island. One of the most famous 
Brac sites is the 330-foot Russian 
frigate, sunk to create a dive site and 
renamed the M.V. Captain Keith 
Tibbetts. 


Attractions (Activities 


Each of the islands also has its 
own brand of non-diving pleasures, 
too. The Sister Islands of Little Cayman 
and Cayman Brac lean toward a more 
serene experience. While both have all the 
modern conveniences and a small selection 
of hotels, condos, villas and dive operators to 
serve guests, the pace is relaxed and the attractions 
are nature’s handiwork. Highlights on Little Cayman 
include the 203-acre Booby Pond Nature Reserve, which 
supports the largest nesting colony in the Western 
Hemisphere of rare, Red-footed Boobie birds; and the 
Salt Rock Nature Trail, offering an intimate look at the 
island’s exotic plants and animals. The Brac’s attractions 
include the |80-acre Brac Parrot Reserve, where Cayman 
Brac Parrots flourish; and the |40-foot high limestone 
bluffs at the eastern end, where amateur spelunkers can 
explore natural caves. Both Little Cayman and Cayman 
Brac offer big game fishing in the deeper waters, and 
world-class catch and release fly fishing for Bonefish and 
Tarpon in the shallows. 













Grand Cayman topside offers the full spectrum of treats, 
from the natural solitude of the East End, to the fun-for-all 
frenzy of Seven Mile Beach. One must-see is the quirky lit- 
tle hamlet of Hell—so named because of the mind-blowing 
ironshore rock formations that abound in the area. Here 
you can get your mail postmarked from the “underworld.” 

Grand Cayman has a seemingly endless selection of 
hotels, condos, dining establishments and pubs. There are 
cultural attractions, such as Pedro St. James Historic Site, 
an authentic great house from the 19th century; the 
Queen Elizabeth || Botanic Park—one of the Caribbean’s 
best; the Cayman Turtle Farm, where endangered marine 
turtles are raised to be released into the ocean; and the 
National Museum, where visitors can view an amazing 3- 
D geological model of the Cayman Islands. These four 
attractions have recently developed the Heritage 
Passport, which gives the holder entry to each of the 

attractions at a fraction of the total cost. Adults 
pay $19.95 and kids, $10.95. What's more, 
the passport makes a delightful memento 
of your trip. These are available at the 
hotels’ concierge desks or at any of 
the four attractions. 

Watersports are king from 
George Town through Seven Mile 
Beach. There is sailing, windsurfing, 
WaveRunners, parasailing, kayak- 

ing and water-skiing. Semi-sub- 

mersibles take visitors beneath 
the ocean’s surface, and full-on 
submersibles explore the silent 
wonders as deep as 800 feet. As 
with the other islands, a variety of 
fishing experiences are abundant. 


Cvents 


With the perfect setting for enjoy- 
ing oneself, the people of the Cayman 
Islands seem dedicated to maximizing all 
the pleasures at hand. They have organized 
nearly a hundred entertaining public events to focus 

on their history, culture, food, flora, fauna, air and water. 
Some of these activities last only a few hours, others for 
full weeks, and many of them are carried out simultane- 
ously on all three islands, such as the holiday celebration 
of the birthday of the Queen of England. There are bike 
rides, swims, beauty pageants, festivals for food and art, 
flower shows, fishing tournaments, dog shows, auctions, 
clean-ups, sailing regattas, plays—and parties, parties, par- 
ties. We'll only highlight a few of these events here. For a 
full listing of this year’s Cayman Islands events, visit 
www.divecayman.ky. 

A few of the events that involve all three islands 
include the Naul Bodden Wahoo (fishing) Tournament, in 
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Small Dive 
Operators of 
Grand Cayman 


“ae a 


Cayman Islands Small Dive Operators 
Are YOU looking for very SMALL DIVE GROUPS with extended bottom times, on 
COMFORTABLE and FAST BOATS, early & FLEXIBLE departure times, 
CHOICE of DIVE SITES, FREE hotel/condo pick-ups, the VERY BEST of 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE, ALL at the LOWEST of PRICES!! 


lan 


Peter at Peter MILBURN'S DIVE CAYMAN LTD.. 
Tel: 1-345-945-5770 Mobile 1-345-916-0814 
e-mail: pmilburn@candw.ky 


Nick at RED BARON CHARTERS 
Tel: 1-345-949-9116 Mobile: 1-345-916-1293 
e-mail: julnick@candw.ky 
Paul at DIVE 'N STUFF, Tel: 1-345-94-SCUBA 
Mobile: 1-345-916-2490 
e-mail: divenstuff@cavman.org 
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Cayman Airways 


information and Reservations: 


1-800-G-CAYMAN 


With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to 
experience the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. 
As the national flag carrier, Cayman Airways offers 
convenient schedules from four U.S. gateways: 
Houston, Tampa, Orlando and Miami. 


www.caymanairways.com 
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nd Beach Hideaway, 
Cayman Brac 


Cayman Islands 
Toll Free: (800) 972-9795 « Fax: (541) 426-4863 
Web: www.almondbeach.com 


Ben 


Almo 





Affordable luxury and the Caribbean’s best diving! Unspoiled 
Cayman Brac’s newest deluxe accommodations—designed by divers 
for divers. Spacious two- and three-bedroom villas, fully equipped, air- 
conditioned on a secluded, palm-shaded, white sand beach. Dive our 
spectacular reefs, wrecks, sheer dropoffs and coral canyons just steps 
from your door! Superb dive vacation values start at only $788 per 
person, includes seven night deluxe villa lodging and five days of 
world-class diving with Reef Divers, rated #1 Cayman dive operation. 
Free brochure. 
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Sunset House 


Tel: 888-281-3826 © Fax: 345-949-7101 


E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.him 


Dive right off shore, day or night, and see Sunset House’s 

beautiful 9-foot tall bronze mermaid. Her arms stretch out 

protecting Sunset Reef, making it one of the most talked 

about dive sites in the world today. Rebreathers and 
Nitrox are available. Take an all-day 3-tank trip or 
half-day 2-tank trips. Everything you need is here: 
Sunset Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, 
“My Bar” and Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre. 
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Cathy Church's 
Underwater Photo 
Center & Gallery 


At Sunset House Hotel P.O. Box 479, 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands 
Jel: (345) 949-7415 ¢ Fax: ($45) 949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
Web: www. cathychurch.com 


The world’s best U/W photo centre. You'll love your photos 
taken during a fun afternoon U/W photo course, private class or famous 
week-long Super Course. Duty-free prices at the largest U/W camera rental 
and sales department in the Caribbean. Check our website for lots more 
info including two FREE nights at Sunset House, E-6 film processing, fast 
Nikonos overhaul and repair, affordable breathtaking prints in our gallery 
and online, and great photo tours to exotic destinations. 


Brac Reef & Little 
Cayman Beach Resort 


1-800-327-3835 
Tel: (727) 323-8727 © Fax: (727) 323-8827 
E-mail: hestdiving@reefseas.com 
Web: www.braclitile.com 


For sheer spectacle and excitement, Bloody Bay Wall, 
the Capt. Keith Tibbetts wreck and more than 70 fabulous dive sites, 
offer unsurpassed diving. Reef Diver’s award-winning dive 
operation is complimented by the resorts service and amenities that keeps 
guests coming back year after year. 
Photo and video shop located on property. 
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Don Foster’s 
Dive Cayman 


Jel: (800)-83-DIVER 
GT Shop: (345) 949-5679 
Comfort Suites: (345) 946-DIVE 
Fax: (345) 945-5133 ¢ E-mail: did@candw.ky 
Web: www.dontosters.com 


Bob Soto’s Diving 


P.O. Box 1801 GT ¢ Grand Gayman, BWI 


Tel: 1-888-695-7400 ¢ Fax: (345) 949-8731 


E-mail: bobsotoi @candw.ky 
Web: www.bobsotosdiving.com 


Nobody, simply nobody, dives with as much service friendliness, 
customer satisfaction and personal commitment to YOUR total 
vacation enjoyment as Bob Soto's Diving. New for 2001 - 
Unlimited BoatDiving Options, Special Treasure Island Resort Packages, 
Enhanced Cayman Madness 2001, plus Now Managing 
the Seaview Dive Resort - - On the quiet side of Georgetown. 
Instant confirmation on Air-Land-Dive, Land-Dive or Dive Only 
Packages - - at great values. Forty-Four Years of Taking Your Fun Seriously! 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman + Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 


Conveniently located in George Town harbor we depart for daily 2-tank/ 
1-tank dives. This location is great for instruction and has an excellent shore 
dive (wreck of the Cali, see photo). Our private dock in Snug Harbor takes 
you directly to the North Wall and Sting Ray City. On site dive shop at 
Comfort Suites, 7 Mile Beach, with excellent packages. 
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March, with $10,000 in cash prizes, and the Cayman 
Islands International Fishing Tournament (April-May), 
with hundreds of thousands of dollars in prizes. Cayfest 
(April) celebrates the arts and culture of the Cayman 
Islands, with music, drama, dance, art, talent and photo 
presentations. Batabano (April) is a costume carnival 
weekend. Chillin ‘n Cayman (April) highlights a variety of 
the islands’ businesses, with specially priced packages. 
Aviation Week (june 13-18), is all about private piloting, 
and includes aircraft displays, air shows and fly-ins. 

This summer, the destination is offering a fantastic pro- 
gram for visitors, which includes attractive discounts from 
many of the properties, restaurants and, of course, water- 


Red Sail Sports : sports operators. Getting there would be more economi- 


cal, as well, as some of the major U.S. carriers—including 





Tel: (877) 462-3567 i the national carrier, Cayman Airways—have partnered 
4 E-mail: redsail@candw.ky : with the local private sector to ensure that visitors 
On Web: www.redsailcayman.com : receive a complete value-added package. The travel period 
bon Pe Our dive package for 2001 is crazier than our Millennium offer. : for this program is May | through September 30. Call 
ee LUXURY accommodation, DAILY DIVING, a FREE night dive, : your nearest travel agent for more details. 
FREE afternoon boat dives, FREE Sunset Sail and SUBMARINE Grand Cayman events include the Round the Island 


discounts. NO CHARGE for custom boats and luxury service. 
The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ is offered at many exciting locations 
on Grand Cayman including the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casuarina, 


Regatta (April), with its much sought-after Big Boats tro- 
phy. An island-wide cleanup is part of the Earth Day 


Marriott Beach Resort, Indies Suites, Rum Point and several i (April) celebration. The Database Carnival, in George 
condominiums. Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. : Town, features a selection of live Caribbean and popular 
Four day stays from $435pp/dbl occ. : music, a parade and costume contest, and lots of conces- 
CIR CIREAT EO ONNEADERSRSERVICR GARG : sion stands for tasty treats. In June the Flowers Annual 


One Mile Swim benefits the Cl Amateur Swimming 
Association and there are lots of prizes and souvenirs. 
Taste of Cayman (July 2-14) is an all-you-can-eat food fes- 
tival, including a golf competition and chili/conch cook-off. 
Two of the largest Grand Cayman events are Cayman 
Madness (September) and Pirates Week (October 26- 
November 4). Madness is a series of week-long pack- 
ages for divers, with barbecues, luaus, underwater trea- 
sure hunts and diving to the max. During Pirates Week, 
George Town is “attacked” from land and sea by cos- 
tumed pirates and wenches, and there are 5K runs and 
swims, fireworks, street dances, food festivals, golf 
tournaments, mock pirate trials, sailboard races and a 
host of other diversions that truly make this event 
Cayman’s national festival. Finally, finishing up the year, 
at Christmas time, the Parade of Lights brings colorful 





Tel: (877) 462-3567 displays on land and sea. | | 
E-mail: redsail@candw.ky Little Cayman enjoys a Mardi Gras celebration (February), 
Web: www.redsailcayman.com : with a parade, street dance and jambalaya dinner. There are 


prizes for the best costumes and floats. The Sister Islands 


Me WE Sy oi Piper UNM as) 01ned TOrceS tL) Tourism Association (SITA) Cookoff occurs on Little 


Grand Cayman’s finest dive operator RED SAIL SPORTS. 


The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ package includes: 3 Cayman in April, and features a variety of culinary experi- 
brand NEW ACCOMMODATION, custom boats offering : ences, plus a competition among the island’s best chefs. 
DAILY DIVING with luxury service, a FREE night dive, Both Little Cayman and Cayman Brac offer up 
FREE afternoon boat dives, FREE sunset sail and great : SummerFest (July 4) and the SITA Photo Challenge 


SUBMARINE discounts. Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. 
Prices from $435pp/dbl occ. for three night stay. 
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(August 10-12). The former includes raft races, bike ral- 
lies, volleyball tournaments, prizes, dances and fire- 
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works—and, in the latter, professional and amateur pho- 
tographers compete for great prizes, trying to shoot the 
best of the Sister Islands above and underwater. 

Cayman Brac’s SITA Cookoff occurs in May, and its 
Brac Wreck Bash (throughout September) celebrates the 
anniversary of the sinking of the M.V. Captain Keith 
Tibbetts. There are dances, parties, contests and celebrity 
guests. Brachanal (April) is the Brac’s costume carnival, 
similar to Batabano on Grand Cayman. 

As you can see, if you do nothing but dive in the 
Cayman Islands, you'll have a fabulous time. However, you 
might consider making a longer visit here, to provide 
more topside time, and scheduling it to coincide with 
your favorite of the multiple good-time events. It will give 
you a chance to party with the people, as well as enjoy 
the splendor of their natural resources. 


Gret Re-Cnergized! 
This Summer, "GET RE-ENERGIZED IN THE CAYMAN 


ISLANDS"! For the first time, suppliers from every sector 
of the local tourism industry have come together to offer 




























a fantastic program for the visitors during the Summer Tel: (345) 949-1700 Turtle Reef © (345) 946-5658 Cobalt Coast 
months. At participating properties, for example, pay for 4 i aiiiad.come * E-meii: edlacondn hy 
nights and get the 5th night free; kids under 12 stay FREE Now a second great location to serve you at 

and also EAT FREE at participating restaurants offering a Cobalt Coast Resort the ultimate in diving adventures 
wide range of cuisine - a terrific attraction for a family on at an intimate full service resort! 

a modest budget. Watersports operators have offered Shore Diving ¢ Daily Boat Trips * Scuba Training 


20% OFF services and selected merchandise; with Car Free Diving * SCR/CCR Rebreathers « Scooters 
Rental companies also offering a 20% OFF their regular Tek Training * Air/Nitrox/Mixed Gas * Cobalt Coast pkgs 
rates. Participating airlines include national flag carrier, ee eee oe ee 
CAYMAN AIRWAYS, with non-stop service from Miami, 
Tampa, Orlando, and Houston; AMERICAN AIRLINES, 
with daily non-stop service from Miami; AIR JAMAICA, 
with daily service from its Montego Bay hub with connec- 
tions from cities such as Atlanta, Boston, Houston, Los 
Angeles, News York, Phoenix and others. Each of these 
carriers is offering 20% OFF the applicable airfare. All 
packages must be purchased through your Travel Agent and 
the booking period for this program is May | through 


August 31. Call your nearest Travel Agent or download the 
attractive brochure from www.divecayman.ky. Cobalt Coaat Reaort & 
UItEA 


Grand Cayman Cayman Islands 


For information & Reservations Call: 
TOLL FREE : (800) 992-2015 
Tel: (305) 670-4911 © Fax: (305) 670-4948 
www.cobaltcoast.com ¢« E-mail: info@cobaltcoast.com 


This brand new intimate oceanfront resort is located on the 
Northwest shore of Boatswains Bay in Grand Cayman - a few 
miles from Turtle Farm, north of Seven Mile Beach. Cobalt Coast 
specializes in providing personal service and attention. Featuring 
18 spacious Guest Rooms, 1 & 2-bedroom Suites & Villas, 
“Duppies” Restaurant & Bar, Pool & Jacuzzi. A full service profes- 
sional Dive and Watersports Center with on-site boat dock operat- 
ed by Divetech offers a variety of exciting Dive Packages. 
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Grand Cayman 


Scuba Services 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 
Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. 


® Capitol’s Surfside 


Capt. Marvin's 

= Cayman Aggressor IV 
5 Cayman Diver 

= Cayman Diving Lodge 
I Cayman Diving School 
Cayman Glide Divers 
| Cayman Marine Lab 
Celebrity Divers 

Clint Ebanks Scuba 
Dive ’n Stuff 

Dive Tech 


Se Dive Time Pirates Inn 
my Divers Down 


Don Foster's 
Eden Rock Diving 


My) Fisheye of Cayman 


Neptune’s Divers 
" Ocean Frontiers 


» Off The Wall Divers 


Ollen Miller 
Peter Milburn 


» Quabo Dives 


Red Sail Sports 
Rivers Sport Divers 


(345) 949-8839 


(800) SUNNUTS 


(800) 482-3483 
(800) 262-7686 
(345) 949-7330 
(345) 945-4590 
(800) 348-2628 
(345) 945-4593 
(800) TLC-DIVE 
(345) 949-4729 
(345) 945-2711 
(345) 945-5586 
(345) 949-3410 
(345) 949-3873 
(345) 949-6033 
(345) 949-1700 
(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 
(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(345) 945-3990 
(800) 544-6576 
(345) 945-7525 
(345) 947-6606 
(345) 945-5770 
(345) 945-4769 
(877) 733-7245 
(345) 949-1181 
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It’s hard to imagine a destination that offers dive travelers more than the Cayman Islands. Underwater there is 
incredible diversity: colorful walls, shallow coral reefs, new and old wrecks, and friendly, photogenic marine 
life. Divers enjoy all of this in visibility that averages 75 to 100 feet and water temperatures from 79° to 83°F. 


Diving couldn't be easier anywhere. The topside dive services are state of the art and just as diverse as the under- 


water attractions. There is a dive operation to suit every need, every budget and every wish. 


4 


Cayman Brac 


The three islands are very different. Little Cayman and Cayman Brac are sparse- 


ly populated and quiet. Grand Cayman offers a little of everything. The capital 
of George Town has every modern amenity but there are quiet, laidback 
areas as well. 


While great dive destinations often require difficult travel, the Cayman Islands 
are easily reached—they’re just a little more than an hour's jet flight from Miami! In 
addition to Miami, national flag carrier, Cayman Airways, provides non-stop service 


from Orlando, Tampa and Houston. There is also non-stop service to Grand Cayman 
from Newark on Continental Airlines, New York (JFK) and Atlanta on Delta, Detroit on 


Northwest and Philadelphia and Charlotte on US Air. British Airways offers direct service from 


Scuba Sensations 
Seasports 
Seaview Dive Centre 


Seven Mile Watersports 


Soto’s Cruises 
Spanish Bay Reef 
Sunset Divers 

Tortuga Divers Ltd. 
Treasure Island Divers 


Turtle Reef Divers/Divetech 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. 
Dive Tiara 

Reef Divers 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Conch Club Divers 
Little Cayman Diver II 
Paradise Divers 
Pirate’s Point 

Reef Divers 

Sam McCoy’s 
Southern Cross Club 


(800) 767-0445 
(345) 949-3965 
(345) 945-0577 
(345) 949-0332 
(345) 945-4576 
(800) 482-3483 
(800)854-4767 
(345) 947-2097 
(800)872-7552 
(345) 949-1700 


(800) 544-2722 
(800) 367-3484 
(800) 327-3835 


(345) 948-1026 
(800) 458-2722 
(345) 948-0001 
(345) 948-1010 
(800) 327-3835 
(800) 626-0496 
(800) 899-2582 


Watersports 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Abanks’ Watersports 
Atlantis Submarines 
Bayside Watersports 
Best Value Charters 


Black Princess Charters 


Capt. Alfonso’s 


(345) 945-1444 
(800) 887-8571 
(345) 949-3200 
(345) 949-1603 
(345) 949-0400 
(345) 949-1012 


Capt. Asley’s 

Capt. Bryan's 

Capt. Crosby's 

Capt. Gleason Ebanks 
Capt. Marvin’s 

Capt. Ronald Ebanks 
Cayman Delight 
Cayman Mama 
Cayman Mermaid 
Cayman Skyriders 
Cayman Sunset 
Cayman Windsurf 
Charter Boat Hda. Ltd. 
Clinton’s Watersports 
Dallas Ebanks 

Diver’s Supply 

Ernie Ebanks 
Fantasea Tours 
Frank’s Watersports 
Gleason’s Watersports 
Island Girl Charters 
Jackie’s Watersports 
Jolly Rogers Cruises 
Just Fish’n 

Kelly’s Watersports 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. 
Malcolm’s Watersports 
Oh Boy Charters 

One Day at a Time 
Peacemaker Charters 
Planet Ocean 

Red Baron 


(345) 949-0354 
(345) 949-0038 
(345) 945-4049 
(345) 945-2666 
(345) 945-4590 
(345) 947-3146 
(345) 949-8111 
(345) 916-1847 
(345) 949-8100 
(345) 945-5965 
(345) 949-3666 
(345) 947-7492 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-1016 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-7621 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-2182 
(345) 945-5491 
(345) 916-1502 
(345) 947-3029 
(345) 945-5791 
(345) 945-7245 
(345) 916-0113 
(345) 949-1193 
(345) 949-6986 
(345) 949-1323 
(345) 949-6341 
(345) 947-2244 
(345) 916-2478 
(345) 949-9423 
(345) 945-4744 


CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 
(800) 346-3313 © www.divecayman.ky 


GRAND CAYMAN 345-949-0623 * CHICAGO 847-678-6446 * HOUSTON 713-461-1317 

LOS ANGELES 213-738-1968 * MIAMI 305-266-2300 * NEW YORK 212-682-5582 * CANADA 416-485-1550 
ARGENTINA 54-11-4314-2347 * SPAIN 34-93-414-0210 * GERMANY 49-69-60-320-94 

UNITED KINGDOM 44-207-491-7771 © ITALY 39-02-4801-2068 * FRANCE 33-1-53-424136 
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Gatwick to Grand Cayman and inter-island travel is provided by Island Air. 


Red Sail Sports 
Sailboards Caribbean 
Seaworld Explorer 
Stingray City 
Sundancer Cruises 
The Valhalla 

Wet & Wild 


Whittaker’s Sportfishing 


Xanax Sailing Cruises 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Capt. Edmund Bodden 
Capt. Lemuel Bodden 
Capt. Steve Bodden 
Shelby’s Charter Boat 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Capt. Frankie Bodden 
Chip McCoy’s 


(345) 949-8745 
(345) 949-1068 
(345) 949-8534 
(345) 949-9200 
(345) 945-1726 
(345) 949-8988 
(345) 949-9180 
(345) 916-0944 
(345) 949-1186 


(345) 948-1228 i 
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(345) 948-1314 


(345) 948-2517 | 
(345) 948-0535. | 


(345) 948-1428 | 
(345) 948-0026 | 


U/W Photo & Video 


GRAND CAYMAN 


Caribbean Producer Service 


Cathy Church 
Fisheye of Cayman 


Parrots Landing Photo Ctr 
Red Sail Sports Photo/Video Ctr 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 
Photo Tiara 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 
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345) 949-6844 | 
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(345) 949-7415 | 
(800) 887-8569 | 
(800) 448-0428 § 
(345) 949-8745 J 


(345) 948-1340 | 


(345) 948-1553 


(345) 948-1063 | 


AYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman + Cayman Brae « Little Cayman 7 








JUNE HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED 
as International Scuba Month, and 
the HammerHeads are making the 
most of it by gearing up for their 
Third Annual Fun Zone Trip to the 





weak 


Photo/Courtesy of HammerHeads 


Cayman Islands. The sea-based cele- 
bration will take place July 21 to 28 
and will draw divers from all over the 
world, setting the stage for some seri- 
_ ous chaos in the Caribbean—amazing 
diving, premium parties, incredible 
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accommodations and first-rate fun. 
In fact, last year’s trip was such a blast, 
dozens of HammerHeads are coming 
back for more! 

It’s an eight-day, seven-night party 
in paradise. What could beat that? 
Divers will enjoy five days of diving, 
one night dive, dive 
theme parties and a 
sea of countless div- 
ing opportunities 
courtesy of Bob 
Soto’s Diving. The 
Cayman Islands fea- 
ture some of the 
world’s most pristine 
diving, including 
wall dives, Stingray 
City and _ waters 
teeming with colorful marine life. In 
addition, visitors will receive an island 
tour and a sunset cruise. 

For more information on booking a 
trip, contact Lydia Eldridge at (858) 
616-6408 or e-mail lydiae@dema.org. 


Be Limen B 


SCUBAFINS IS A GROUP OF ACTIVE DIVERS 
of all levels interested in promoting the 
sport of diving. ScubaFins claims that 
Atlanta has the largest population of 
landlocked divers per capita in the 
country. This means more schools, 
more retailers and more divers. The 
club’s main goals are to link divers with 
one another, give accurate information 
on equipment and deliver updated 
travel information—in essence, make 
diving safe and fun. 

The club’s website provides online 
discussion forums with other mem- 
bers, pictures from previous trips 
and informative articles. 

For more information on ScubaFins, 
visit www.scubafins.com. ** 
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started, go to. 
padi.com/courses/proplanner 


for a free Go Pro Planner. 
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Its Your Life. Dive It Well. 


© International PADI Inc., 2000 








fencounters'! 





Banggai Carainalfish— 


Pterapogon kauderni 


BY DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT 


Thanks to an aquarium trader who 
“lost” his shipment of Banggai 
Cardinalfish, these rare beauties, once 
exclusive to Banggai Island, are now 
forming colonies in Lembeh Strait. 
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| I KNEW WHAT IT WAS AS SOON AS I SAW IT, 
_ and I still couldn’t believe it. I needed 
| confirmation. I surfaced and hollered 
_ to Jack Randall (one of the world’s 
| foremost fish experts) to dive in. I 


was a Banggai Cardinal- 
fish! Aside from aquari- 
um specimens, these fish 
had never been seen 
outside of the remote 
Indonesian islands for 
which they were named. 
So why was this little fish 
special and how did it 
come to be in Lembeh 


Banggal 


showed him my find and he nodded 
_ In agreement and surprise, it really particular site many times and had not 


Pajama or 
but their 





WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 


Coral Cardinalfish in shape, 
coloration is entirely differ- 


ent. In addition to being rare and 
exquisitely patterned, they are known 
for their unique breeding habits. When 


other cardinalfish repro- 
duce, females expel an egg 
ball that the male fertilizes 
and broods in his mouth 
until the eggs hatch and dis- 
perse in the current. 

However, newly hatched 
Banggai Cardinalfish contin- 
ue to take shelter in the 
male’s mouth until they can 
fend for themselves. Males 
have been known to orally 
protect up to 42 juveniles 
and are the only known 
marine fish to do so. They 
cease to feed during this 
time, but have been known 
to occasionally eat their eggs 
and hatchlings. This and the 
lack of a pelagic stage help 
to explain this species’ limit- 
ed distribution. 

But one question still 
remained: How did they end 


up in Lembeh Strait? I had dived this 


seen this species even 
though I had actively 
searched for it. 

It seems that a local 


Strait, North Sulawesi, Indonesia, 
hundreds of miles to the north? 
Cardinalfish 


Tate Colal-cits Mer laarelace mae) ge] 
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(less than 10 feet) outside 
sxeTaveferlmnyrclare mr-Lare| 
now in Lembeh Strait. 





resemble 


aquarium trader “lost” 
a shipment of Banggai 
Cardinalfish shortly 
before my discovery. 
Subsequent dives have 


found established 


colonies of Banggai Cardinalfish at 
several sites in Lembeh Strait—a boon 
for divers and researchers alike. = 
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SPECIAL GROUP RATES STARTING AT 31353 %:... 


Based on double occupancy. Includes 7 nights accommodations, 5 days diving and all meals 


FOR RESERVATIONS, 800 946 345 
Email: info@fijiresort.com 
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BY PHIL NUYTTEN, PH.D. 


THE LAST NEWT FRONTIERS ( JANUARY 
2001) talked of a single image/audio 
acquisition system used to acquire 
data, store it and give it back at the high 
end of our acuity. Since then, I’ve had 
the opportunity to talk with one of the 
industry's top guns, Al Giddings. 

An internationally renowned under- 
water director, pro- 
ducer and cine- 
matographer—a guy 
with more Emmys 
and gold medals 
than Gates has 
zeros—Giddings is a 
bonafide audio/ 
video expert. 

His films include 
The Deep, Never Cry 
Wolf, The Abyss, For 
Your Eyes Only, Titanic, 
dozens of major, award- 
winning television films, 
television specials and a No. 
1 slot, prime-time series. 

I asked Al to tell mea bit 
about digital, high-defini- 
tion video, and where it’s 
headed in the future. His re- 
action was one of pure ex- 
citement. ) 

“I wish I was 30 years old 
again, he said. “Everything 
we always wanted is here, 
kickin’ at the door! Not long 
ago, I was invited to attend a demo by 
Paradise Productions at Universal Stu- 
dios. They were showing 70 mm film 
in 3-D. Great subjects for showcasing 
the format included a major league 
football game—full zoom, the sweat, 
the grunting, dirt flying—you could 
almost count the linebackers’ nose 
hairs. The images and the colors were 
as crisp as only film can be...except 
that it didn’t originate as film. It was 
high-definition digital video bumped 
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The Amphibicam. 









sad 






to 70 mm. (long pause) I was speech- 
less with the possibilities. 

“Think about this,” Al jabbed his 
forefinger into his palm, “A standard 
high-end, three chip camera has about 
400,000 pixels per chip—that’s 1.2 mil- 
lion pixels contributing to the image. 
But in high-definition, you have two 
million pixels per chip— 
six times the informa- 
tion—and they’re al- 
ready talking about a 10 
million-pixel chip. 

“Now, forget 
video...think ‘stills.’ The 










Photo/Val Ranetkin 
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new digital, high-definition video 
cameras like the Sony F900 havea 
shutter knob. Normally, each frame is 
exposed for 1/60th of a second, but 
you can change to 1/125th or 1/250th, 
whatever you want, and each individ- 
ual frame can be used to produce a 
high-quality still picture. It’s a 
Gatling-gun still camera.” Al was en- 
joying himself, almost shouting 
through a big grin. “So youre banging 
off 30 shots per second, 18,000 shots 


From left: Dr. Sylvia Earle, Al Giddings 
and Dr. Phil Nuytten on location in Hawaii 
durin y: he filming of Mysteries of the Sea. 


Photo/Sea Films, Inc. 








per minute, and each individual 
shot—each frame—is of a photo qual- 
ity that could make the cover of Na- 
tional Geographic.” | 

But what about the cost of film? 

“Cost?” (finger-jab) “Cost? Let me 
give you a quick lesson in Hollywood 
economics: Shooting in 70mm film, 
including stock, processing and work 
prints, runs about $39,000 for 40 
minutes. So, say, $1,000 a minute, but 
40 minutes of high-definition video 
tape costs only $180.” 

Al was jabbing  furious- 
ly, “Think about it—hi-definition 

» costs peanuts to shoot; res- 
olution and quality of color 
are superb; and you can 
bang this stuff to 70 mm or 
35 mm film, to high-quali- 
ty still prints, to S-HVS, to 
standard VHS, and every- 
thing in between—this is 
the way to go! This is IT!” I 
almost expected him to end 
with a standing back-flip. 

So, you might be asking 
what a high-definition, 
digital movie camera 
costs—say, one like the 
Sony F900 that Al was so 
taken with. 

For this, I go to Val 
Ranetkins, head designer 
for the Canadian-based 
Amphibico line of U/W video hous- 
ings. Val is one of the top housing de- 
signers in the biz, worldwide, and cer- 
tainly one of the fastest. By the time a 
major camera manufacturer starts 
shipping a new camera model, chances 
are that Val has already obtained an 
early prototype and tooled up to build 
an elegant pressure-house for it. Clever 
people, those Canucks. 

“Sony F900?” Val asked. “Hmmm, 
figure a street price around $90,000, 















then add $15,000 to $20,000 for the 
lens system. I say roughly $110,000— 
give or take.” 

I gulped a couple of times, “And the 
underwater housing?” 

“Well, the one we currently make, 
the HD Amphibicam, sells for just un- 
der $70,000. Expensive, but it provides 
access to all functions underwater, and 
has special optics to deliver superb 
in-water images. But I’m just now fin- 
ishing up a new model, with fewer bells 
and whistles, that should sell for some- 
where around $40,000—give or take.” 

That’s a lot more give or take than 
home video! (But check it out at 
www.amphibico.com.) 

I know Pm wasting your time with a 
space shuttle if all you can afford is a 
two seat Cessna. But that’s because this 
stuff is coming so fast that prototype 
prosumer versions of high-definition 


“| was 
speechless 
with the 
possibilities” 


digital camcorders are on the radar of 
all the major players right now. Sony 
may have started the race with its “early 
bird gets the worm” attitude, but you 
can be sure that Panasonic, Canon and 
others aren't far behind. 

The commercial success of the pre- 
cursor to the F900 started a population 
explosion of similar digitals. (Check out 
the Panasonic AJ HDC20A at 
www.panasonic.com. This is the unit 
used by Bob Ballard’s shooters to 
produce a special on the Black Sea and 
the search for scientific evidence of 
Noah’s biblical flood, which aired on 
PBS last May.) Trust me—you will be 
able to get your mitts on a prosumer 
high-definition digital system in the 
waitable future, and it will be lighter, 
cheaper and better than anything you've 
ever seen. Remember the words of the 
Prophet Giddings, “This is IT!” = 
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Only 


4 $759 
~~ — /week 


You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
© 3 dives a day @ island exploration © fishing © sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving ° lazy days 


lackbeard’s 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ©(305) 888-1226 ®Fax (305) 884-4214 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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Dive world famous 
Spooky Channel 


Gay Islands 
Beach Resort 


Come share our 44 acre 
luxury beachfront estate... 


+ Dive with our onsite NAUI 
Technical Dive Center offering 
3 boats dives and unlimited 
shore diving daily 


* Relax in your private air- 
conditioned villa or watch the 
sunset from your hammock 


+ Explore 44 acres of panoramic 
tropical forest, scenic overlooks 
and 600’ of natural sandy beach 


+ All Inclusive Packages- 
Three delicious meals, air- 
conditioned rooms, beach parties, 
shore activities and more... 


+ Direct flights - U.S. to Roatan 





Spectacular diving... 
Unrivaled personal service... 
And Island smiles as warm 
as the Caribbean sun 


Bay Islands 
Beach Resort 
Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras 


1-800-4-ROATAN 


www.bibr.com 
e-mail: bibrusa@aol.com 
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KA’ < Pissing On our 


Ccomnier St@wiraship 
By Willidw W. tirtley Role 


WHEN FIRST INTRODUCING OUR CHILDREN 
to open water snorkeling and scuba 
diving, we usually do it in conjunc- 
tion with a vacation to warmer waters 
under an equatorial sun. Given the 
opportunity, we want to educate 
youngsters about this intricate 
ecosystem and teach them how 
to appreciate it. 

We have the privilege to introduce 
children to the most formidable and 
perhaps most fragile of all 
the oceans’ living crea- 
tures—tiny coral polyps. In- 
troduction to these majestic 
beauties and all of the reefs’ 
inhabitants means introduc- 
ing them to the diver’s re- 
sponsibility of stewardship 
of the oceans. 

Knowledge and education 
is the first step in preserving 
and bringing about steward- 
ship. We need to let our chil- 
dren know that reefs, 
although large, are fragile 
ecosystems that flourish 
everywhere. There are some 
67 different species of coral 
found in the Caribbean Sea. 
About 450 different species 
of coral are found in the In- 
dian and Pacific Oceans, and 
cold-water corals can be 
found in unlikely places such as off 
the coast of New Jersey. Discuss the 
differences between hard and soft 
corals with children, why some corals 
look like leather while others look like 
brains, and why corals differ not only 
in size and shape but also in color. 

As parents and as stewards of the 
oceans we need to create a simple 
means of teaching children about all 
living creatures. They need to under- 
stand that every living creature, even 
the smallest, ugliest and most misun- 
derstood creature, needs to exist. 
But coral is a special species that we 
do understand for the most part. For 





millions of generations it has served 
as an underwater home and habitat, 
a source of food and shelter fora 
growing community of marine 
species. Coral is to the clean blue 
seas, as the plants, bushes and trees 
are to land. , | 
It is the basis of the food chain for 
many marine creatures, as plants are 
for land animals. Coral offers much 
more than terrestrial plants, however. 


The presecvation of thé ogeans’ corals is 
adiver'sresponsibility—nomatterthe 
age of the diver. ‘ee 





To a large extent, its structures have 
surpassed and overshadowed the 
great achievements of all other living 
creatures, plants, animals or man. 
The tiny polyps that make up reef sys- 
tems throughout the world have cre- 
ated towering columns from sea floor 
to its surface, broad islands that are 
now homes to land dwellers. 

We, and our children, as individu- 
als, are very much like the tiny coral 
polyps—almost insignificant as a sin- 
gle entity. But as a collective entity, we 
can do great things, and that includes 
ensuring the health and well-being 
of our oceans. ™8 








URES mv... 
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LOCAL 954.462.3400 FAX 954-462-4100 
WWW.NEALWATSON.COM 
Visit all of our 
NEAL WATSON UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
affiliate destinations: 
Andros, Bimini, Nassau, Walker's Cay, 


Freeport, Belize, Mexico, Bonaire, Dominican 
Republic, St. Lucia and Los Roques 


SLagaa 
OF 


¢ Wrecks, Reefs, Sharks, Dolohins 
¢Tonsiof Oursionding Marine Life * | 
« Newly Remodeled Hotel With iw ond ba 


(954) 462-3400 


www.scubabimini.com 
fase (954) 462-4100 


Walker's Cay-The World’s Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Ghumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN’s 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 

or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 
1010) fee) o(e]b]e)(emelererb| eye] alent Toll Free US 


Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 800-513-5257 WALKERS Cay 
Room Taxes & Gratuities In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 

3 Dives Daily 

Complimentary Arrival and Departure 


Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety WALKER’S CAY ac ' 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Mm. SOREL AND MaRINa 


* e-mail: walkers@nealwatson.com 
¢ internet: http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
: http://www.walkerscay.com 


A NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE 


OYorcrteMeneyelapnctye)ammsistae le. 
Dive shop on the premises! 
Learn to dive in 3 hours. 


Xanadu Undersea Adventures offers up to four dives 
daily including night dives, wrecks, hand feeding 
sharlcs; walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our 
private beach, pool & tennis. We're mimutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 


3day/2nt 
aed from 


$1165 pp 
800-327-8150 


XANADU x 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate : 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm U.S. (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
www.xanadudive.com Dive Shop (242) 352-3811 
or e-mail:xanadu(@nealwatson.com P.O. Box 21766 
Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida 33335 


U.S. (954) 462-3400 























LIKE A FINE MARGARITA, A GOOD DIVE 
fiesta requires just the right mix of 
ingredients. First, you need great div- 
ing. No problem there. Diving off of 
Cabo San Lucas means hanging out at 
an oceanic crossroads. It’s where the 


Diver’s can experience Baja’s 
sf best in Cabo San Lucas. 
Photo/Ty Sawyer 





Bob Evans brings you 
he world's finest fins. 









Acceleration 
and Maneuverability 
— Instructors' Excellerating Force Fin 















Power 
find Efficiency 
—Tech Divers' Extra baie Fin® 
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The first ond 
the best split-blade fin! 
— Foil Force® 
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Comfort 
and Versatility 
_. Travel Divers’ Fab Force™SD 












Ai SE 


gl Travel Snorkelers’ 
~~ — Fab Force™ Sk 


1982 > Bob Evens introduces his Fonts Fin® with 


maximum efficiency, maneuverability and speed... 
- great for every diver 











A proud sponsor of the... _ 
UDT-SEAL Association (Sa 





\)\ "Historical Diver" 


www.forcefin.com 


tel: 805.966.9628 fax: 805.564.8240 email: info@forcefin.com 
Bob Evans Designs, Inc., 715 Kimball Ave., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 USA 





The kin Experts 
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Cabo Dive Fiesta: August 












s 67 > 5 


Sea of cma meets the Pacific Ocean, 
and the pelagic traffic alone keeps 
divers coming back every year. Get in 
the water and you can see everything 
from Whale Sharks and Manta Rays to 
Garden Eels and angelfish. 

Second, you need great atmosphere. 
Cabo has that covered, too. The beach- 
es are wide, the sand is white and an 
ice-cold Pacifico always close at hand. 
You can lounge in the sun and get a 
henna tattoo, then cool off with a dip 
in the ocean; or haggle for hand- 
crafted souvenirs. Cabo restaurants 
serve Baja’s best dishes, and the feverish 
beats at Squid Roe and the Gigglin’ 
Marlin keep dancers out all night. 

Third, you need sponsors (to bring 
the toys). Signed on for this year’s event 
are Sea & Sea Underwater Photography 
(free camera demos and a photo con- 
test), Body Glove (wetsuit and apparel 
giveaways) and Sport Chalet (regs, 
lights and other essential accessories). 
In keeping with Fiesta tradition, divers 
will have opportunities to win all of the 


On the hunt for diving’s treasures. 


4 ‘ 
: : 


Photo/Robin Jacoway 


above during prize drawings and the 
underwater treasure hunt that’s open 
to divers and snorkelers. Free return 
trips to Cabo will be up for grabs, too. 
I know. Cool frijoles. But the fun 
doesn’t stop there. Nightly happy hours 
will keep your party pump primed, and 
some of Skin Divers best will be on 
hand to display their incredible under- 
water images. And it’s all available at 
special air-inclusive package prices for 
divers and nondivers alike. 
The Third Annual Los Cabos Summer 
Dive Fiesta will be held August 17-25. 
For more information, call (877) 479- 
3483 or visit www.skin-diver.com. *8® 





SAND DOLLAR 
CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


Experience the luxury of a hotel and the 

advantages of a condominium, with all studio, 1, 4 

2 &3 bedroom units overlooking the water. beam. 

Discover Bonaire with Nature Tours, Bicycling, Kayaking, Guided Snorkeling, 
Diving and Complete U/W Photo & Video Services. Sand Dollar is family 
oriented with programs for kids. SSI, NAUI and PADI ** * * * IDC center. 


“Fel: O11 (599) 717-8738 - US: 1 (800) 288-4773 + Fax: O11 (599) 717-8760 
Email: info@sanddollarbonaire.com * Website: www.sanddollarbonaire.com 


BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this 

SSI, SDI, and PADI ***** Gold Palm Resort 

Offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, 

suided snorkeling, dock-side gear storage, and jg 

instruction. New 2001 programs include the Sea- | z 
Lab Adventure for kids and Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house 
Reservation Service to book all your on-island needs. 

Telephone: O1 1 (599) 717-5425 » Fax: O11 (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com * Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 


Announcing: Airlines Air Service commencing June 2, 2001 


BONAIRE 


Air ALM and Air Jamaica also serve Bonaire from the U.S. 
Check out our destination guide at www.skin-diver.com/bonaire! 


WWW.INFOBONAIRE.COM | ~ & 1-800-BONAIRE 


DIVE BELIZE 


The World’s Second Largest Barrier Reef And The Only True Atolls In The Caribbean 


DIVE & EXPLORE BELIZE 
| ripe, “ S, : ma | Bs pl EERE ATOLL 
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EW & Now OPenl 


: 1 | se ea ® Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean 


PORT fF SPH ote || * Minutes from Hundred's of Dive Sites & Hundred! to be Discovered 


a Epirocred Aavense gt e Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 


A Resort of Casual Elegance e 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 
| Surrounded by Tropical Jungle in the ° Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 
Blidge ae Ren e Instruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 
ultural & Ecotogicat Discovery 
in Beautiful Western Belize! 1-800-320-1172 4 
err www.mantaresort.com ¢ E-mail: sis aR wont care 
Mere: S05~969~7946 Raa § 
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BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


Now that you have your certification card and a few dives under your belt, why not give underwater 
photography a try? But where do you start? What equipment should you buy? What is the best film? How much 
is it all going to cost? There are so many variables, that it may seem a bit overwhelming, but not to worry. 
Underwater photography has evolved to a level that makes it easy to get good underwater pictures. 

Before deciding which camera to buy, you first need to analyze what type of underwater pictures you 
desire—fish portraits, pretty coral, Mr. Big, prize winners or shots for the scrapbook. You'll need to have a 


EE BSASIC UNDEAWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 

For this discussion we'll break photography into four broad 
categories: general, macro, wide-angle and fish photography. 
Each requires a different configuration of camera, flash and 
lens. You'll sometimes need to plan your dives to match your 
intended type of photography, but some of the newer equip- 
ment makes changing your game plan underwater easier. And 
most of all, youll want your camera to be compact, easy to 
use, require low maintenance, and be capable of reliable 
results at a price that won't break the bank. 


BE GENERAL UNDEAWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 

Most entry level underwater cameras are designed to 
shoot general photography. It is the most compact type 
of shooting because it doesn’t require much more equip- 
ment than the camera itself. Many point-and-shoot cam- 
eras have the focus fixed at a specific distance from the 
camera and subjects are sharpest at that focus point. 
Subject matter covered in general photography is under- 
water scenics, divers or both. 

Since compactness is key to 
entry level cameras, most have an 
internal flash built into the top half 
of the camera. The maximum dis- 
tance for most of these built-in 
flash systems is less than seven feet, 
but many manufacturers offer a 
more powerful flash as an accesso- 
ry. With general photography it’s 
usually a good idea to use the flash 
to bring out the details and colors 
of your subject. 

All of the cameras listed here will 
nicely fill your general photogra- 
phy needs. 
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plan, because this is all critical when selecting your underwater camera equipment and film. 





EMACARO PHOTOGRAPHY 

The easiest and most colorful type of photography is 
macro (close-up) photography. There are several ways to cap- 
ture small creatures on film, and the best method depends on 
the camera system you decide to buy. Most normal camera 
lenses have close focus limits that won't allow close-up focus- 
ing, so a special accessory must be attached, allowing you to 
photograph subjects closer to the lens. 

Many point-and-shoot cameras have a close-up lens and 
framer system. When you want to take a close-up shot, you 
merely attach the 
close-up system to 
your camera, place the 
framer around the 
subject and shoot. It’s 
also important to note 
that a flash is required 
to bring out the sharp, 
bright colors often 
associated with macro 
subjects. 

Some amphibious cameras have extension tubes and 
framers that must be changed topside before going under- 
water such as the Nikonos V. Sea & Sea offers camera systems 
that allow you to attach a macro framer while underwater. 
This is great if you are photographing a tiny hermit crab and 
a Manta Ray swims by. Simply remove the framer and you 
are ready to capture that Manta on film, if luck is in your 
favor. But for pure close-up shots, nearly all the cameras list- 
ed here can be configured for macro photography. 


BE WIDE-ANGLE PHOTOGRAPHY 

One of the most exciting aspects of underwater photog- 
raphy is capturing the panorama of a reef and its creatures, 
and wide-angle photography makes it possible. First and 
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foremost, a wide angle lens is 
necessary for wide angle shots. 
More powerful strobes also 
help because the field of view 
captured on film is so much 
greater and thus more needs to 
be lit. Among this group of 
cameras the Nikonos V with a 
15 or 20 mm lens, the Sea & 
Sea Motor Marine II-EX (16 or 
20 mm lens) or MX-10 (20 
mm) and the RTS EWA- 
Marine are probably your best 
bets. Some simple wide-angle 
shots are possible with the 
other entry level cameras, but the majority of the dynamic 
wide-angle photos are taken on the cameras with wide- 
angle specific lenses. 


BFISH PHOTOGRAPHY 

Everyone loves to look at fish photos, but in reality, fish 
photography is one of the most difficult to accomplish. Fish 
rarely sit still or let you get close, so a special approach is 
needed to capture them on film. To take fish pictures you'll 
need stealth, knowledge of the fish’s habits and patience. 
Once you get the fish’s cooperation, there are a couple of 
ingenious systems for entry level cameras that use gun sight 


Mini 
Sport 
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Camera type: Precision cast, non-corrosive aluminum alloy housing 


for the Vivitar BV-40 35 mm camera 

Lens: 28 mm, f/8 

Focus: Focus-free from three feet to. infinity 

Shutter speed: 1/100 

Built-in flash: Yes 

Viewfinder: Built-in 

Film speed: ISO 100 to 400 auto Dx coding 

Film Advance: Motorized advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 330 feet 

Suggested retail price: Housing and camera, $279.95 








viewers (Bonica King II § 
Snapper, Ikelight’s Aqua- 
Shot & Auto 35, Pioneer 
Sealife reefmaster RC, Sea 
& Sea’s MX-10 or MX-5) 
or light beams to tell you 
when the fish is in the 
frame and in focus. It is 
sort of a hit and miss oper- 
ation, but as they say, practice makes perfect. 


FILM 

A great film for beginners is color negative film, which 
features a large selection of film speeds, and its wide expo- 
sure latitude makes obtaining good images easier. 
(Exposure latitude refers to how much leeway a film has in 
its ability to give a correct exposure despite varying levels 
of light. A wide exposure latitude allows you to get a good 
picture even if your exposure wasn't just right) 

Once you start taking underwater pictures, every dive 
will become a scavenger hunt for the next great photo. And, 
a picture hanging on your wall will serve as constant 
reminder that you need to get back in the water soon. 
Don’t get discouraged along the way, because it takes time 
to hone your skills. Enjoy the learning process. 

Here’s a list of some of the U/W cameras available so that 
you can review their features, restrictions and options. ** 







cameras and specifications aipnavetical by manuracturer) 


Accessories: Close-up kit, strobe light, handle and tray 
Complete system: $ 489.95 
Aqua Vision Systems, Inc.: (514) 737-9481, www.aquatica.ca 
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Sea King Il 
Snapper 


AI 
Camera type: 35 mm inner camera with polycarbonate housing 
Len: 30 mm, f/5.6 
Focus: Focus-free from three feet to infinity 
shutter speed: 1/125 second 
Built-in flash: Yes 
Viewfinder: Built-in, oversized 
Film speed: ISO 100 to 400 auto DX coding 
Film Advance: Automatic motorized advance and rewind 
Depth rating: 150 feet 
Suggested retail price: $149.00 
Accessories: Close-up kit, neon strobe light, carrying case 
Complete system: $499.00 
Bonica Precision Inc.: (800) 220-8463, www.bonicadive.com 


EP OQUE ="se° 


Camera type: 35 mm amphibious, high-impact plastic housing 
Lens: 34 mm optical glass, f/16 to f/3.5 

Focus: Focus free 2.6 to 10 feet 

Shutter speed: 1/125 second 

Built-in flash: Yes 

Viewfinder: Built-in sportsfinder is an optional accessory 
Film speed: ISO 100 to 400 auto DX coding 

Film Advance: Motorized advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 150 feet 

Suggested retail price: $275.00 

Accessories: Auto-power strobe kit, sportsfinder, close-up lens 
and color correction filters 

Epoque America: (631) 361-8880, www.et101se.com or 
www.epoqueamerica.com 
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Housing type: Polycarbonate housing for 35 mm single-use 
disposable cameras 

Cameras accepted: Kodak, Fuji or Ikelite AquaSnap single-use 
35mm flash cameras, or Kodak single-use Funsaver APS camera 
Focus: Focus-free three to six feet 

Built-in flash: Yes 

Sportsfinder: Included 

Film Advance: Manual advance 

Depth rating: 125 feet 

Suggested retail price: $80 (includes one AquaSnap camera) 
Accessories: Macro kit, water correction lens, substrobe AQ/S, 
travel bag 

Complete system: $260 


Sit ae 


Housing type: Polycarbonate housing for the Superview 
35 mm camera 

Lens: Triple element 28 mm 

Focus: Focus-free two to eight feet 

Built-in flash: Yes 

Sportsfinder: Included 

Film Advance: Motorized advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 125 feet 

Suggested retail price: $160 

Accessories: Macro kit, travel bag, substrobe A35 
Complete Auto 35 System: $400 

Auto 35 Underwater Photography book (suggested 
retail): $10.00 

Ikelite Underwater Systems: (317) 923-4523, www.ikelite.com 
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Camera type: 35 mm amphibious, die cast body with 
Q-ring gaskets 

Lens: 35 mm, f/2.8, 43 degrees 

Focus: Focus-free two to six feet 

Shutter speed: 1/125 second 

Built-in flash: No 

Viewfinder: Built-in 

Film speed: ISO 100 to 400 auto DX coding 

Film Advance: Manual advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 160 feet 

Suggested retail price: $580 

Accessories: Close-up lens, 15 mm lens, 20 mm lens, SB 
strobes, extension tubes and framers 

Nikon USA: (800) 645-6687, www.nikonusa.com 
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Camera type: 35 mm inner camera with hard deep-dive shell 
Lens: Triple element 35mm lens, f/3.5 

Focus: Focus free four feet to infinity; focus two to four feet 
with optional 3X close-up lens 

Shutter speed: 1/140 second 

Built-in flash: Yes, color correcting 

Sportsfinder: Included 

Film speed: Accepts all print and slide film 

Film Advance: Automatic advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 164 feet 

Suggested retail price: $189.95 

Accessories: 3X close-up lens, external flash, macro set, 
carrying case 

Pro Set offered as Complete Kit: $399 


Macro Set: $129.95 — aol 


External Flash: $199.00 
Pioneer Research: (800) 257-7742, www.sealife-cameras.com 


= ie EW A-Marine 


Features flexible camera housing made of multi-layered 
PVC composite to protect your land cameras while 
underwater. They feature a wide variety of versions to 
accommodate SLR cameras, compacts, 

digital and video cameras. 

RTS Inc.: (631) 242-6801, 

www.ewa-marine.com 
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Motor 
Marine Ili-ExX 


Camera type: Amphibious 35mm Aperture range: f/3.5 to f/22 
camera with ABS molded, polycarbon- —_—_ Focus: 3.3 feet to infinity; 18 inches 
ate housing with close-up attachment 


Lens: Four element 35 mm lens, f/3.5 Shutter speed: Electronic—1/15, 1/30, 
1/60 and 1/125 second 
Built-in flash: Yes 


Exposure Meter: Built-in 
Viewfinder: Built-in with 85 percent 
; frame coverage, 0.5 magnification 


Film speed: ISO 50, 100 or 400 with 
IN ACEN UL VCRSU MEE | automatic DX coding 

ROATAN, BAY ISLANDS, HONDURAS Film Advance: Automatic load, advance 
ve \ >) tere and rewind 

DIVE SPECIAL! Depth rating: 150 feet 

7 NIGHTS Accessories: Macro lenses, 20 mm 

For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding lens, 16 mm lens, lens caddy, high 


holidays} Package includes: Airport 
Me lslit(ippaaleelen-meelaleriimeledsjleeleFtetest| eyepoint optical viewfinder, YS-30, 60, 


with Bir conditioning, 3 meals a day, free 90 or 120 Strobes 
use of kayaks, unlimited snorkeling,-.—— 


fitted sshoresday/hight diving, 
3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, 


iy sand much much more. 


Camera type: 35 mm amphibious 
camera 

Lens: Triple element 28 mm lens, f/9 
Focus: Focus-free from 2.3 to 5.6 feet 
Shutter speed: 1/100 second 
Built-in flash: Yes 

Sportsfinder: Flip-up sportsfinder 
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doubles as a lens protector 

Film speed: ISO 100 or 400 auto DX 
coding 

Film Advance: Automatic load, 
advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 120 feet 

Suggested retail price: $189.95 


we od BG oe 


Camera type: Amphibious 35 mm 
camera with ABS molded, polycarbon- 
ate housing 

Lens: Four element 32 mm lens, f/4.5 
to £/22 

Focus: Focus-free from four feet 

to infinity 

Shutter speed: 1/100 second 

Built-in flash: Yes, with two aperture 
settings, f/4.5 or f/11 

Viewfinder: Built-in 

Film speed: ISO 100 or 400 

Film Advance: Automatic load, 
advance and rewind 

Depth rating: 150 feet 

Suggested retail price: $429.00 
Accessories: Close-up lens, macro 
lens, 20 mm lens, lens caddy, YS-40A 
Strobe 

Complete kit includes camera and 
YS-40A strobe: $699.95 

Sea & Sea Underwater Photography: 
(760) 929-1909, www.seaandsea.com 
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CoCo View Resort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 




















Spanish Pe phere 


Call For Reservations & Availability 


1-800-282-8932 


P.O. Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 
International: 352-588-4132 


www.roatan.com ¢ Email: info@roatan.com 
Janduras Travel Specialists Since 


UTILA LODGE 


Your own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 
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~ For Reservations Call 1 -800 287.893 
email:utlh@roatan.com 
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Sailing On the Whims 
Of the Sa wa sus 


ONE SUN, ONE MOON, MYRIAD STARS AND A CREW OF 14 VOLUNTEERS 
navigate the RV Heraclitus through Earth’s oceans, on a daunt- 
ing mission to map out the imperiled coral reefs. This 82-foot- 
long sailboat is styled in the fashion of a Chinese 
junk, and although the vessel has modern day GPS | ~ 
capabilities and a diesel engine, Heraclitus is for 
the most part at the mercy of the currents and 
planetary winds. This makes its mission more 
difficult, yet is a poignant reminder that healing 
the reefs is more a matter of working with nature 
rather than trying to control it. 

In 1991, the Planetary Coral Reef Foundation 
(PCRF) was launched, and in 1995, Heraclitus was 
chartered as its research vessel in a five-year 
expedition to study the health of the world’s coral 
reefs. All members of the international crew are volunteers 
(even the captain), who share the responsibilities of sailing the 
vessel around the world, along with observing and taking 
samples of the reefs. The research is under the direction of Dr. 
Phil Dustan, who has served as Science Advisor for The 
Cousteau Society and the first to use satellite imagery to map 





Photo/Michel Lippitsch 


RV Heraclitus. 





coral reefs. The ultimate goal of the expedition is to help create 
a satellite surveillance system that will observe and monitor the 
reefs on a global scale, enabling scientists to timely determine 
what’s happening and where. 

Another key force behind this effort is Abigail Alling, a 
veteran of the Biosphere 2 project, for which she served as 
Director of Marine Systems and Scientific Director during the 
two year experiment. While living within the 
biosphere’s enclosed domes, she created and 
managed the largest man-made coral reef tank in 
~ the world (900,000 gallons). The corals’ sensitivi- 
ty to fluctuations in the environment served as a 
baromometer of change—if the reef was doing 
well, the biosphere was doing well. Alling is the 
Co-founder, President and CEO of the PCRF, 
and previously used Heraclitus to collect the 
corals that were transplanted into Biosphere 2’s 
miniature ocean. 

The initial five-year coral reef expedition has 
been extended to 10 years, and in March the RV Heraclitus was 
visited by Jean-Michel Cousteau and James Cameron 
(Academy Award winning director of Titanic and Terminator), 
who are in discussions about doing a documentary on the sea, 
and expressed interest in Heraclitus playing a role. 

For more information about the PCRE, visit www. pcrf.org. *® 


Look to Zeagle, and breathe 
easy. Whether your diving is 
extreme or just extremely 
pleasureable, Zeagle's 
regulators will deliver all the 
air you need reliably, effortlessly, 
lamer eainolay Ne 
They give you the highest 
possible performance, combined 
with extreme stability and 
durability, $0 you can dive 
rather than deal with gear. 












WE'RE WATCHING 
OUT FOR’ YOU 


DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN®) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 















DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. " Ask 


www.diversalertnetwork.org 


To join today, call 1-877-595-0625. 
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Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 












I WAS HALF FLOATING, HALF SITTING IN THREE FEET OF WATER WITH a 
drink in my hand and the sun low on the horizon. For four days 
the nitrogen had been building in my blood, and now it was time 
to decompress. Just as I approached a state of near nirvana, a del- 
uge of rain shocked me back to consciousness. I looked around 
at our small group, and without a word we all agreed that the 






ww LIVE & LET’S DIVE 
KEY LARGO FLORIDA 


DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS 
FULL SERVICE DIVE OPERATIONS 
36 HOLES OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF 
DEEP SEA AND FLATS FISHING 
¢ PRIVATE BEACH & SALT WATER LAGOON 
¢ SHOPPING & DINING ON PROPERTY 
¢ REEF CLUB KIDS PROGRAM & BABYSITTING 
$429.99 PER PERSON-DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS LIMITED SPECIAL, 
CONTACT MARK GERLING AT 1-800-450-9280 


FOR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS, CONTACT JOAN, NTI TRAVEL AT 
1-800-631-7119. 
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BE THE FIRST TO DIVE TO “SPIEGEL GROVE” A 510FT. WWII 
LANDING SHIP. THE LARGEST SHIP TO BE SUNK FOR DIVING EVER. 
DON’T MISS THIS EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY. 


PACKAGE INCLUDES — 5 DAYS, 4 NIGHTS — DELUXE ACCOMODATIONS, ALL APPLICABLE TAXES, FEES, 
3 DAYS OF WRECK AND REEF DIVING, 2 TANKS PER DIVE, TANKS, WEIGHTS, 
AIR INCLUDED. (NIGHT DIVE ADD $40.00) 


Soe g an 





JOHN PENNEKAMP STATE PARK > 
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BY DARYL CARSON 


rain made everything perfect. 

We were at Gilligan's Island on the south coast of Puerto Rico. 
To the east lies Guanica Bay, where American troops landed dur- 
ing the Spanish American War, to the north is the Guanica Bios- 
phere Reserve (a rare example of sub-tropical dry forest) and to 
the south, a 15-mile-long wall dive. Each of these features is 





unexpectedly unique and travelers, 
including divers, are beginning to take 
notice of the area. 

I was visiting Copamarina Beach 
Resort to examine their recent expan- 
sion (to 106 rooms) and to sample the 
area diving. The main underwater 
attraction is the wall. Less than five 





miles offshore, it begins at 50 feet and 
with 50 to 70 feet of relief, is loaded 
with seafans, sponges and tropical fish. 
Closer to shore are stands of coral in 
30-foot depths that feature big barrel 
sponges, moray eels, lobster, barracuda 
and the entire cast of Caribbean reef 
critters. Viz runs from 30 to 100 feet. 

The diving, on its best days, is first- 
class Caribbean. However, afternoon 
winds are not uncommon and can 
make windsurfing a preferred activity 
over diving. Visitors can also mountain 
bike nearby trails, kayak through man- 
groves or hike the dry forest. 

Dive Copamarina is the resort’s full 
service dive shop and includes a Pro 42 
dive boat. Resort features include a 
gym, spa, restaurants and several pools 
for lounging. Of course, Gilligan’s 
Island is always close by for guests who 
prefer a saltwater pool surrounded by 
mangroves and sandy beach. And it’s 
perfect for decompression picnics. 

For more information on Copamarina 
Beach Resort, call (800) 468-4553 or visit 
www.copamarina.com. - 


















































Habitat Curacao is the home of diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat 
and beach dives daily, 24-hour unlimited shore diving & snorkeling | §& 
and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest | 
coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden 
and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette. | 
telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant | 
& bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! ets 


Tel. 1-800-327-6709 
Fax: 305-438-4220 
www.habitatdiveresorts.com 
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or call 1-800-992-2015 
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“Mushroom Forest”, “Sponge once 
"Hells Corner”, "The Wall”, rare ee | 
exotic marine life, 150 foot visits re shore | 
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“Special Sckspes ‘Aeaieble. = a oe the Bancess | 
- Daily Boat Diving... Beach Resort & Casina | 


di 
"Excellent Shore Oring. San erokig Both hited are situated — 
Enriched Air Nitrox 


; sans — the white sandy beach; in front of the National 
e F ull Service Retail Dive Shop casino; tennis; water- Underwater Park adjacent 
Dive, Photo & Video Equipment sports: pools; shops; to the Seaquarium and 
E-6 Processing pgs ee “Animal Encounters. 


. Ocean Encounters fap a Lions Dive Hotel “Princess Beach Resort 


Tel: 1-800-932-6237 | Tel: (599)-9-461-8100 — ; 
Oia « Fax: (599)-9-461-8581 me Fax: (599)- 9-461-8200 © 
ema info@oceanencounters. com e-mail: info@lionsdive. 1 
_' Www.oceanencounters.com | 
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The wreck of ol’ Eagle, off 
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When I first cruised into Biscayne National Park, I knew I 
was gonna like it. I could tell old Uncle Sam’s hammer built 
that place. The finest facilities that tax money can buy. I 
found out that a lot of folks make the mistake of cruising 
right into Key Largo without stopping at Key Biscayne first, 
so the park is never 
crowded. And the div- 
ing is great, too. We 
spotted a _nice-sized 
Jewfish hanging out. 
Those lips reminded me 
of old Ensign Harp- 
finkle. The girls always 
said he kissed like a fish. 

Biscayne’s a fine outpost, that’s for sure. But it’s a little far 
out for a retired vet like me to drop anchor. 

So, I headed on down to Key Largo where I'd heard they 
got more dive shops than old Mr. Campbell has soup. They 
weren't lying. The red and white was flying from flagpoles, 
painted on buildings, stuck on bumpers and I even saw an 
old lady on a moped with a dive flag mohawk. Now, that’s 
my kinda woman. 

If you think that’s somethin’ there’s even more good div- 
ing. Reefs like Carysfort, Elbow, Dry Rocks, Pickles and 
Molasses get a lot of action. A couple of my Coast Guard cut- 
ter buddies, Duane and his twin brother Bibb, are down 
there at about 130 feet. They're both wrecks, 327 feet from 
head to toe, and are home to all kinda critters—eels, ’cudas, 
turtles, rays, you name it. Those boys have been down since 
1987. I hope I look that good in 14 years. 

I'll be honest with ya. I "bout fell in love with Key Largo. 
Almost tossed anchor right then and there. When I saw that 
Christ of the Abyss statue reaching up to Heaven I shed a lit- 
64 www.skin-diver.com 





I'll be honest 
with ya. I ‘bout 
fell in love with 

Key Largo. 





tle tear, knowing [’ll be goin’ there soon myself. But don’t tell 
those wussy Coast Guard cutters. They'd never let me live 
that down. 

On south to Islamorada I found another good wreck, the 
Eagle. A few years ago a hurricane opened that old freighter 
up like a sardine can. I didn’t worry about that 
though, ’cause I could always handle rough weather. 
She’s 268-feet long, down at 110 feet and has as 
much crusty growth on her hull as hair on my old 
captain’s back. I'll tell you, the sight of that old moss 
back with his shirt off made strong men cry for their 
mamas. 

In addition to more dandy diving at places like 
Alligator 
Reef and Conch 
Wall, Islamorada 
claims to be the fish- 
ing capital of the 
world. Now that’s 
pretty bold consider- 
ing the world’s a big 
ol’ ball a water. I 
remember back in 
1983 we loaded up 
on more fish than 
the crew could eat 
when I was stationed 
down in Honduras 
and Panama. So, I 
nosed around some 
boats and, by golly, 
they were catching 
tarpon, Bonefish, 





Face to face with the 
Queen Angelfish. 





Permit, Sailfish, tuna—just about 
every fish a real fisherman loves to 
fight. I guess they got reason to 
boast. 

I was liking these Keys better all 
the time, so I bolted for Marathon, a 
little more’n halfway down the line. 
What do you know? Another wreck. 
This one’s the Thunderbolt, which I 
thought was some kinda James 
Bond movie. Turns out, she’s a 188- 
foot research ship and cable layer 
down in 110 feet with lots of eye- 
popping sealife on her. Before the T- 
bolt was put down in 1986, the reefs 
like Sombrero and Coffin Patch 
were already dive havens. And, you 
know what? They still are. 

What greased my gears 
about Marathon was the city 
life. They got two hospitals, one 
for people and one for turtles. 
That'll get an old gray fox like 
me excited. There’s also the 
only airport between Key West 
and the mainland. I had to do 
some serious thinkin’ about 
this place. Even grabbed a real 
estate magazine just in case. 

Then there’s that famous 
Seven-Mile Bridge with a view 
as gorgeous as my favorite Rita 
Hayworth swimsuit poster. I saw more than a few sailors go 
weak at the knees starin’ at Rita. Turns out that bridge is the 
longest segmented bridge in the world, whatever that means. 
What it said to me was, “Come on down to Looe Key,” one of 


Christ of the Abyss. 


RETIRING THE SPIEGEL GROVE 





the prettiest little spots ’'d ever seen. Fact is, in 1981 some 
bureaucrats made Looe Key a National Marine Sanctuary. 
You can’t take any fish, any kinda way down there, not even 
lobster. Seems the fish were pretty pleased about that, too. 

When I think back, one thing that made my Navy buds 
happy was drinking enough Budweiser to sink a ship, literal- 
ly. I know I shoulda bought stock in Anheuser-Busch, but 
instead I just stocked up the fridge. Adolphus Busch, Jr. can 
thank me later for spending enough money so he could buy 
a 210-foot ship and make a reef out of the old bird. They 
named her after his beer-brewin’ daddy, Adolphus Busch, Sr., 
and put her down 100 feet in December of 1998. 


A constant flow of grunts help make. the Keys 
one of the fishiest destinations inthe world. 







SN ee 


The Keys from Stem to Stern vysinarrican 


Biscayne National Park 

Virginia Reef: Shallow coral reef with branching corals on top, 
boulder and soft corals along sides. 

The Wall: Near vertical wall starting at 65 feet, dropping to 105 
feet, with large Convoluted Barrel Sponges. 


Key Largo 

Carysfort Reef: Historic reef light, shallow Elkhorn Corals, 
unique double spur and groove formation. 

South Carysfort Reef: Extensive shallow reef top with live 
and fossil branching corals, large mounds of star and brain coral 
on reef front. 

Elbow Reef: Clear water, City of Washington and 

Civil War wrecks, nice balance of hard and soft corals. 

North North Dry Rocks: Shallow reef with tall coral ridges 
and lots of angelfish. 

Key Largo Dry Rocks: Home of the Christ of the Abyss 
statue, very shallow branching corals on top, mounds of hard corals 
around periphery. 

Grecian: Very shallow, good snorkel site, especially when winds 
are up from the north or east. 

Benwood: Freighter sunk in 1942 after collision with Robert. C. 
Tuttle, 30- to 45-feet deep, lots of fish, great night dive. 

French Reef: Calcium carbonate deposits from coral polyps 
form arches and shallow caverns. 

Sand Island: Uncrowded, gently sloping reef with good vertical 
profile and corals. 

Molasses Reef: Large outer bank reef with a variety of very 
fishy dive sites; depths range from 12 to 80 feet, with most diving 
in the 20- to 35-foot range. 

Bibb: 327-foot Coast Guard cutter resting on starboard side in 
130 feet; strong currents likely. 

Duane: 327-foot Coast Guard cutter sitting upright in 120 feet; 
Strong currents likely. 

Pickles Reef: Outer bank reef with moderate coral ridges, lots 
of fish. 


Barracuda on the wreck of 
the Duane off Key Largo. 





Islamorada 

Eagle: 269-foot freighter resting on starboard side in 110 feet, 
sunk in 1985. 

Conch Reef: Many soft corals and sponges, gentle slope from 40 
to 60 feet, wall from 60 to 90 feet. 

Alligator: Ballast pile from USS Alligator in 10 feet near light 
house, main reef 20 to 50 feet. 


Marathon 

Thunderbolt: 188-foot cable layer/research vessel upright in 110 
feet; possible strong currents, many fish. 

Sombrero: Tall coral ridges extend seaward from 5 to 35 feet, 
variety of dive sites. 


Coffins Patch: Sprawling patch reef packed with fish, including 


_ Nurse Sharks. 


Big Pine Key 

Looe Key: Large, fully developed outer bank reef, tall coral spurs 
of star and brain coral topped with seafans and branching corals 
separated by channels of white sand; many dive sites from 5 to 

80 feet. 

American Shoal: Shallow reef with many ledges, mix of soft 
and hard corals with encrusting sponges. 

Adolphus Busch: 210-foot freighter sunk in 1998, sits upright 
in 100 feet of water near Looe Key. 


Key West 

Cayman Salvage Master: 187-foot cable layer upright in 90 
feet, possible strong currents. 

Eastern Dry Rocks: Extensive shallow coral reef with many 
ledges and large fish population. 

Joe’s Tug: 75-foot harbor tug upright in 65 feet, Schoolmasters 
and grunts cluster inside. 

Nine Foot Stake: Extended shallow reef area with maximum 
depth of 25 feet, large brain coral formation, many fish. 

Lost Reef: Gently sloping reef with shallow crest, several large 
pillar coral formations. 


Since Looe Keys’ got a wreck named after a 
famous person, I wasn’t really shocked when 
I saw Elvis walking down the dock with a 
scuba tank on his back and an electric guitar 
strapped on. Seems he was goin to the 
Underwater Music Festival where they pipe 
music onto the reef so fish will know what 
Jimmy Buffet sounds like. 

Maybe it was listening to Jimmy sing, 
“Margaritaville” that got my engine runnin’ 
for Key West. Or that I wanted to stop by the 
Veteran’s Memorial Park on Little Duck Key 
and salute all my military brothers. Whatever 
was pulling me south, I rolled into town 
about sunset and saw an almighty party 
brewin’ down at Mallory Square. Reminded 
me of a Mardi Gras festival down in Cuba 
back in 1978. But they told me a crowd gath- 
ered there every day to watch the ol’ fireball 
dip into the ocean. I heard some folks calling 





BEST TIME TO VISIT 
Year-Round (with the possibili 
TOPSIDE CLIMATE 
Average daily temperature of 82°F 
WATER TEMPERATURE 
72 to 75°F (winter), 82 to 86°F 





TIME DIFFERENCE 
Eastern Standard Time 
CONTACTS 


Florida Tourism Soard 
www. flausa.com 





Florida Keys Tourism Council 
www fla-keys.com 

Key Association of Dive Operators 
(KADO} 


www. divekeys.com 


BISCAYNE NAT’L PARK 
Biscayne National Park 

(305) 230-1100 
www.nps.gov/bisc/ 


KEY LARGO 

American Diving Headquarters 
(800) 634-8464 
www.americandiving.com 


Amy Slate’s Amoray Dive Resort 
(800) 4-AMORAY 


WWW. amoray Com 


Aqua-Nuts Divers & Kelly's on the Bay 
(800) 226-0415 
www.aqua-nuts.com 


Capt. Slate's Atlantis Dive Center 
(800) 331-3483 
www .captainsiate.com 


Coral Reef Park 
(305) 451-6322 
www.pennecamppark.com 


Divers Direct Outlet 
(305) 451-0815 
www. diversdirect.com 


Dixie Divers 
(800) FLA-DIVE 
www .dixiedivers.com 


Horizon Divers 
(800) 984-DIVE 
www.horizondivers.com 
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Key 
West 


of hurricanes in August and September). 


it's A Dive 

(800) 809-988) 

www itadive.com 

Key Largo Undersea Park 
(Home of jules Undersea Lodge} 
(305) 451-2353 

www .jul.com 

Ocean Divers 


(800) 454-1113 
www. oceandivers.com 


Paradise Charters of Key 
(365) 453-0909 
www.paradisecharters.net 
Quiesence Diving Services 
(305) 451-2446 

www. quiesence.com 
Scuba Network 

(800) 935-DIVE 
www.scubanetwork.com 


Sea Dwellers Dive Center 
(800) 451-3640 
www.sea-dwellers.com 


Seafarer fish & Dive Resort 
(800) 599-7712 

www. keylargoparadise.com 
Silent World Dive Center 
(800)966-3483 

www. silentworldkeylarge.com 
World Watersports 

(305) 451-0118 

www. worldwatersports.com 


ISLAMORADA/TAVERNIER 
Bud N’ Mary's Dive Center 

(800) 344-7352 

www. keydives.com 


Caribbean Watersports 
(888) 732-7333 
www. caribbeanwatersports.com 


Bast atl % w) 
Big Pine Key Marathon 


Conch Republic Divers: 
(800) 274-3483 
www.conchrepublicdivers.com 
Florida Keys Dive Center 
(800) 433-8946 

www. floridakeysdivectr.com 


Holiday isle Dive Center 
(800) 327-7079, 
www.diveholidayisie.com 

it's A Dive Island Adventures 
(305) 664-0095 
www.itsadive2.com 

Lady Cyana Divers 

(800) 221-8717 

www ladycyana.com 

Lookout Lodge Dive Resort 
(808) 870-1772 

www lookoutiodge.com 
Ocean Quest Dive Center 
(800) 356-8798 
www.oceanquestdivecenter.com 


Rainbow Reef Dive Center 
(808) 457-4354 
www.rainbowreel-divecenter.com 
Tavernier Dive Center 

(800) 787-9797 

www. tavernierdivecenter.com 


Upper Keys Dive Center 
(800) 537-3253 


MARATHON 

Abyss Dive Center at Hawk’s Cay 
Resort 

(809) 432-224? 

www, hawkscay.com 


Abyss Dive Center at Holiday Inn 
(800) 457-0134 
www.abyssdive.com 
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Captain Hook’s Dive Center 
(800) CPT-HOOK 
www.marathonkey.com 


Discount Divers 
(305) 743-2400 


e-mail: captainecoed @ aol.com 


Fantasea Divers 
(800) 223-4563 
www floridakeys.com/fantasea 


Halls's Diving Center 
(800) 331-4255 
www.halisdiving.com 
Marathon Divers 
(305) 289-1141 
www floridakeys.com 


Middle Keys Scuba Center 
(305) 743-2902 
www.divingdiscovery.com 
The Diving Site 

{800} 634-3935 
www.divingsite.com 


BIG PINE KEY 


Bahia Honda Div-Coral Reef Park 


(305) 451-6301 


www.pennecamppark.com 


Cudjoe Gardens Dive Center 
(305) 745-2357 
www.cudjoegardensmarina.com 


Inner Space Dive Center 

(800) 538-2896 

Looe Key Reef Resort and Dive 
Center 


(800) 942-5397 
www.diveflakeys.com 


Paradise Divers 
(305) 872-1114 


www. paradivers.com 
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Strike Zone Charters 
(305) 872-9863 


www. Strikezonecharter.com 


Underseas, Inc. 
(800) 446-5663 


www .keysdirectory.com/underseas 


KEY WEST 
Bonsai Divers 

(305) 296-630! 
www.bonsaidiving.com 


Captain's Corner 

(305) 296-8865 
www.captainscorner.com 
Dive Key West 

(800) 426-0707 
www.divekeywest.com 
Key West Diving Society 
(305) 292-3221 
www.keysconnection.com 


Lost Reef Adventures 
(800) 952-2749 


Reef Raiders/Sea Breeze Charters of 


Key West 
(800) 370-7745 


www. keywestscubadive.com 


Sea-ClusiveCharters 

(305) 872-3940 

www. seaclusive.com 
Southpoint Divers 

(800) 891-3483 

www, southpointdivers.com 


Subtropic Dive Center 
(800) 853-3483 
www.subtropic.com 


Taylor Made Excursions 
(305) 293-9183 
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Live the Drean 


Yes, you can make a 
great.living with the 
right training 
and a quality 
placement Need 
program. il 


INSTRUCTOR 
” 


fy, Y P| 

£ OFtN ree PRIREFERRAL 
« é of LD RSSLA iOR 

wee! NSY 


RUCH 


UNIVERSAL 
REFERRA 


X. 
INSTRUCTOR | tes (s Qin an oS 


ri uae . 300-331 A255 NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

LAI EER < - 305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING — 
> 2 > i » & = FAX: 305-743-8168 1% Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 
, . = <= www.halisdiving.com APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 


ort & Hall’s one Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


00% sh ete 4 out of 8 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an me of all Institute programs including 


La C2) 


WelY IS OCEAN DIVERS YOUR NC 
CHOICE IN THE KEYS; 


« DIVE THE PROLIFIC REEFS OF PENNEKAMP 
PARK & THE KEY LARGO NATIONAL 
MARINE SANCTUARY 


© COMING SOON: THE LARGEST SHIP EVER 
SUNK FOR DIVING, THE 5SIO-FT. LSD 32” 
SPIEGEL GROVE” 


« US Coast GUARD CuTTErRs Biasp & DUANE 
© "CHRIST OF THE ABYSS” STATUE 


© DIVE WITH OCEAN DIVERS ABOARD THEIR 
BRAND NEW DIVE BOAT "SANTANA”. 46 FT. 
OF PURE LUXURY: FRESHWATER SHOWERS WITH 
SHAMPOO AND CONDITIONER, FRESH FRUIT 
AFTER EVERY DIVE AND THE MOST FRIENDLY 
SERVICE-ORIENTED STAFF IN KEY LARGO 


arena on man CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION iC sey 
TOLL FREE 877-361-1113 OCEAN‘DIVERS 


KEY LARGO, FLORIDA , 


VISIT US AT: WWW OCEANDIVERS COM 
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The Old Navy 
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that place Key Weird but I'll tell ya, I 
think that sunset thing is neat. 

Speaking of parties, I found enough 
saloons around to keep a crew of 
sailors swaying. I admit, I liked that 
part. They sure let the good times roll 
in Key West but the fact is, I’m no 
pirate. I’m Navy by the book and, like 
I said, I got the medals to prove it. 
And well, that Key West is where 
pirates seem to turn professional! 

Before I cast off I saw some nice 
coral that cranked my handle at Lost 
Reef and Sand Key. Compared to 
Duval Street, everything underwater 
was pretty tame. Shallow, not much 
current and spreads of coral as big as 
the deck of an aircraft carrier (we 
sailors call that a steel beach). 

In case you hadn't noticed, I’m par- 
tial to wrecks. There’s a little 75-foot 
tugboat they call Joe’s Tug in about 65 
feet of water. I couldn’t see a whole lot 
except some hunker ’cudas and an old 
bicycle jammed in the gunnel. Looked 
like ol Joe lost more’n his boat. They 
tell me the water clears up when the 
currents shift. Maybe so but we had 
mighty nice sight on another wreck, 
the 187-foot Cayman Salvage Master. 
She’s pretty deep, about 90 feet and 
full of life—turtles, grouper, permit, 
octopus—plenty to keep my eyes 
happy. 

Well, ’'d made it all the way from 
Virginia to Key West and had good 
clean fun all the way. It took a lot of 





















soul searching and persuading from 
my buddies up in Key Largo, but 
that’s where I decided to play out the 
last cards in my hand. Looks like 
they're going to lay me to rest off the 
island in 110 feet of water and all that 
sounds fine to me. I'll be in good 
company with those Coast Guard fel- 
las and I’m sure plenty of divers will 
be hanging around. So that’ll all be 
real nice. 

Earlier on, I said you could call me 
Grover but my real name is USS 
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_. Sunset over Lower Matecumhe. 


Spiegel Grove, a 510-foot Naval ship 
(LSD-32). Like I said, I was decom- 
missioned in 1989 and some good 
folks in Key Largo saved my bacon 
from the scrap heap in 1996. They've 
been working on this deal for five 
years and it looks like it’s finally 
gonna happen. When it does, I’m 
proud to say that I'll be the biggest 
damn shipwreck reef this side of Truk 
Lagoon. That, my friends, is another 
badge of honor I'll proudly wear. I 
just have one request before I bubble 
to the bottom, and that’s for you to 
come on down and see me sometime. 
Pll always be home and my door is 
always open. You got my Navy word 
on that. God Bless America. ** 








Key Largo i: Divers 


Dive with someone you know, stay with someone you trust! 


> 
Sotiday Sun 


Key Largo Resort 


Sea Dwellers has over 
28 years experience 
diving Pennekamp 
Park and the Florida 
Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary! Attractive dive 
or snorkel packages with 
the Holiday Inn Located | 
just 55 minutes south of Miami, the Inn features 
two heated outdoor pools, tiki bar, jacuzzi, fitness 
center, children’s playground and volleyball! 

Scuba instruction for the whole family. 







Scuba 
Instruction 


10 years old and up 
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Sea Dwellers Dive Center 
800-451-3640 
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Top den Best Dive Operators in North America 
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Strangely, it didn't even matter that 
the luggage hadn't made it. | mean, all 
we really needed was right there in 
sleepy Grand Turk—a sunset exploding 
over a calm sea, a balmy breeze chas- 4 
ing away our winter blahs, the antici- T: | , 
pation of 10 days of wall diving and the a| e S } xe In 
teasing promise of Humpback Whale mes 
season. Besides, we had already traded | ag 
that morning's road rage rush hour of 
our home city for Turks and Caicos 
peace and quiet (punctuated by the 
occasional donkey hee-haw or friendly 
"All right” greeting from passin 


7 a w . Sa ee psn 
* locals). We were in no mood to fret. 


Later, just as promised, OU Wayward mapstmaiiittiriome tt 


luggage arrived with’ Jack, .thes cab 


&. © 


* slow of the setting sun began to wane 
‘ Vs . 
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the original settlers’ ships. 


by Matt and Angela Weedon 


Turks and Caicos’ famous plunging walls await mere steps from the beach. 








An elegant Spotted Eagle Ray courses over the sand. Silent cannons watch over the post office on Grand-Turk. 
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Grand Turk & of 


Early the next day, we left the his- Pee e 
toric waterfront and headed inland. [gem 
Remnants of a bygone salt industry Sages 
take up the center of the island. Its salt Bt ee 
ponds have become home to fanin- ——————= — 
gos, osprey and many migratory birds. The whole place appeared to be 
stuck in some bygone era. We could only hope that the same would be true 
for the diving. 

The dives off Grand Turk wall are just a stone’s throw from the beach, 
which was a stone’s throw from our hotel and dive shop. Dropping in to the 
water at Finbar Reef, we were awestruck by the healthiest Caribbean reef we 
could imagine. Lush, purple sea plumes and seafans adorned with 
Flamingo Tongue Cowries swayed gently in the soft current. Healthy 
boulder and star coral formations covered the bottom. Intermittent 
patches of sand held vast colonies of Garden Eels and the occasional 
Yellowhead Jawfish, while conch inched along the sand. Schools of French, 
White and Bluestriped Grunts hovered around the coral heads...and this 
was all just on top of the wall. 

Most of the walls in Grand Turk start in as little as 25 to 30 feet and 
plunge into the blue abyss to 7,000 feet. On the vertical surface of the wall, 
massive black coral trees and dark hued deep-water gorgonians dominated 
the relief. We found huge lobsters and dinner plate-sized crabs. And, amaz- 
ingly, at the end of the dive, we saw four Bottlenose Dolphins playing 
around and rubbing their bellies on the sand. We followed in hot pursuit 
and were able to stay with them for a minute or so, but they kept their dis- 
tance. We had our own, “You should have been here yesterday,” experience. 
On our first dive! 

After a quick trip to the beach for our surface interval and a brief snorkel 
with those same four dolphins, we were ready to roll for dive number two. 
A nice mix of hard and soft corals and a friendly Nassau Grouper greeted 
us at Coral Gardens, while in the distance we were serenaded by the faint 
singing of Humpback Whales on their annual migration to their mating 
grounds at the Silver Bank, north of the Dominican Republic. 

Over the next couple days we did more fantastic diving at sites called 
Amphitheater, Tunnels, Black Forest and Gorgonian Wall. Our biggest 
highlight, though, was an afternoon trip to a little island called Gibbs Cay. 
After pulling up to the beach we were immediately met by six or seven 
hungry Southern Stingrays. During the next several hours, we alternately 
lounged on the beach, feasted on a beach barbecue and swam one-on-one 
with the stingrays that brushed their velvety wings against our legs. 
Several Lemon Sharks and a big barracuda also made an appearance in the 
waist-deep water. On the 20-minute ride back to Grand Turk, we saw a 
mother and calf Humpback Whale on the surface. Undoubtedly, Grand 
Turk is a magical place where time really has stood still, both above and 
below the water. 
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Above: Southern Stingrays (and sometimes 
Lemon Sharks and barracudas) join the BBQ 
on Gibbs Cay. 


From January to March, nearly the entire north 
Atlantic Humpback Whale population makes its 
annual tropical 
migration to its 
breeding and 
calving grounds 
in the Silver 
Bank, north of 
the Dominican 
Republic. Peak 
season for 
whale __ travel 
just so happens 
to take them 
right through 
the Turks and 
Caicos. Although most of them traverse the deep 
passage between Grand Turk and South Caicos, 
we came to find out later on our trip that a few 
whales like to also pay a courtesy visit to Provo. 
During the whale migratory months, the dive 
operations in Grand Turk offer special whale- 
watching excursions when the weather permits. 
Also, several live-aboards offer weeklong whale- 
watching and snorkeling trips. (Both Peter 
Hughes’ Wind Dancer and the Turks and 
Caicos Aggressor leave the T&C during these 
months for their Silver Bank Humpback itinerary; 
Peter Hughes second T&C live-aboard, the Sea 
Dancer, remains in the islands. A third live- 
aboard, the Bottom Time II also visits the Silver 
Bank for the Humpbacks during Jan-Mar.) Or, you 
might just get lucky and see them on a dive. We 
seemed to be one step behind them our whole 
trip, but it just goes to show the unpredictability 
of diving the Turks and Caicos Islands. 


dare} teva lelanm@relallia 
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We were off to Salt Cay the next day. 
With less than 70 full-time residents, 
five cars and 20 golf carts (the pre- 
ferred form of transportation), Salt 
Cay is even more of a blast from the 
past than Grand Turk. Its salt industry 
also “dried up” in the ’60s—and time 
definitely froze on this tiny island. With 
several guesthouses and small-scale 
accommodations, Salt Cay certainly 
appeals to those wanting to get away 


| oy | : | | from it all. It even makes tranquil 
GS y £ © | Grand Turk seem busy! 


eg As in Grand Turk, the dive sites are 
DIVE PARADISE 
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Tales 


a short run from shore with walls starting in as little as 30 feet of water. On 
our dives at Kelly’s Follies and Powerhouse, large schools of grunts and 
Schoolmasters—a literal wall of fishy-yellow—hung under the boat, and 


With fewer than a 1,000 divers a 
year, Salt Cay diving is definitely 
in prime condition. 


we found several small Nurse Sharks sleeping under ledges. Just as in 
Grand Turk, the wall was covered in healthy coral growth. With fewer than 


a 1,000 divers a year, Salt Cay diving is 
definitely in prime condition. 

In addition to the wall diving, Salt 
Cay also boasts the H.M.S. Endymion, 
an 18th century wreck with 18 can- 
nons, scattered anchors and chain. 


While Grand Turk and Salt Cay 
remain rooted in the past, the 21st 
century has definitely gripped Provo. 
With rapid resort and real estate 
growth, the island has progressed 
remarkably during the last 10 years. 
Every possible amenity is now avail- 
able. Yet, with the protective, collabo- 
rative efforts of the Turks and Caicos 
government and the dive operators, 
the diving remains world-class. 

We were fortunate to dive Grace 
Bay, Northwest Point, West Caicos 
and French Cay during our time in 
Provo. Wall diving was the game once 
again (except in Grace Bay), and the 
reefs plummet from 50 feet or so into 
oblivion. Luxuriant soft coral growth 
and hard coral greeted us at French 
Cay on each of our dives there. West 
Caicos walls were covered in sponge 
growth and healthy plate corals. We 
were shadowed throughout our dives 
by patrolling Caribbean Reef Sharks, 
huge Spotted Eagle Rays, and schools 
of Horse-eye Jacks, barracuda and 
Atlantic Spadefish. At Magic 
Mushroom in West Caicos, a huge 
Humpback Whale made a surface 
appearance several hundred yards 
from the boat. Searching frantically 
on the dive, we never were lucky 
enough to meet up, but did hear its 
distant and mesmerizing song. 

While walking down the white 








A Nurse Shark rests in the sand at Powerhouse 
off Salt Cay. 


Commercial diving is an exciting 

and rewarding career for the few 
exceptional individuals that choose a life of 
adventure and thrive on a feeling of accom- 
plishment. A career in‘commercial diving 
designed for individuals seeking to earn 

a living in a dynamic, adventurous 
enviroment. Divers Institute of Technology 
graduates are regarded as experts in their 
field. At Divers Institute of Technology we 
prepare quality, motivated individuals for a 


career in commercial diving. 


OF TECHNOLOGY 


4310 fith Ave. NW Seattle, WA 98107 


For enrollment and information call now 
TOLL FREE 800/634-8377 


email: dit@wolfenet.com 


¢° www.diversinstitute.com © 
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Bs | BEST TIME TO VISIT CONTACTS SALT CAY: 
Diving is great year-round. Turks and Caicos Tourist Board o Salt Cay Divers 
' %; | TOPSIDE CLIMATE (800) 241-0824, www.turksandcaicostourism.com (649) 946-6906, www.saltcaydivers.tc 
at ‘ini = Average year-round temperature is 83°F. 
- ¢ * = Hottest months are September and October, GRAND TURK: eae see 4 
' : : when temperatures can reach 90 to 95°F. Blue Water Divers Lee gen 
t Almost constant easterly trade winds keep (649) 946-1226, www.bluewaterdivers.net Sate ae 
q © things comfortable year-round. Cecil Ingham’s Sea Eye Diving Ua : 
WATER TEMPERATURE (649) 946-1407, www.reefnet.on.ca/grandturk (800) 234-7768, www.diveprovo.com 
caakaimesiieneeteieeiien during the summer months Oasis Divers es eeu 
Taare Rcthee remniider at 7 year (800) 892-3995 www.oasisdivers.com (800) 833-1341, www. provoturtledivers.com 
Salt Raker Inn Allegro Resort 
hie caeh: hoc (649) 946-2260, (800) 858-2258, www.allergoresorts.com 
www.microplan.com/bluerake.htm Comfort Suites 
Ais eae a Turks Head Hotel (888) 678-3483, www.comfortsuitestci.com 
Sea Rae (649) 946-2466, www.grand-turk.com Turtle Cove Inn 


(800) 887-0477, www.Provo.net/TurtleCovelnn 
LIVE-ABOARDS: 


Peter Hughes Diving (Wind Dancer and Sea Dancer| 
(800) 9-DANCER, www.peterhughes.com 
Turks and Caicos Aggressor 

| (800) 348-2628, www.aggressor.com 


Call your travel agent at 1-800-TO-ARUBA ext. 40 sand beach ie Grace Bay after our last 
Web Site: http://www.aruba.com day of diving, the sun was setting 
E-mail:into@toaruba.com behind us and an enormous rainbow 


appeared. Half a roll of film later, it 


Pelican Adventures Gold Palm Resort was the perfect ending to a fantastic 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives trip. F P all d 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 5 Star rip. rrom Frovo—all grown up an 
top quality equipment. kKekkk 


Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to : 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 PAD! Dive Center 





SD/AD 0601 


Lovely Grace Bay, Provo. The end of 
Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. d perfect day. 


For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 ¢ Fax: 011 (297) 872315 
P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 
E-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw ¢ Web: www.pelican-aruba.com 


TOLL FREE 


red sall Sports. EAs oSS N16 


ARUBA GRAND CAYMAN HAWAII www.redsail.com 
* PADI Gold Palm Instructor Development Center * info@redsail.com 


¢ Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 
¢ $150 for 5 tanks/$300 for 7 days unlimited diving 
¢ Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 
* One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives 
Boat, kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island 


— 


“ana Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort 
: ul: T 9 ms at Seaport Village 


° A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded oy oe __ 
coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical For complete Sonesta Dive 
wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill Packages see your travel agent 

¢ 15 international restaurants and cafes or call Red Sail Sports at Turk and Salt Cay—humble, laid 

¢ Our own world-class marina back and quiet—it seems that one 
¢ 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos thing has remained the same through 


the passing of time: the diving. 


action-packed—to its siblings Grand 


Special 
) Caradonna nna Rates Special thanks to Oasis Divers, Sea 
a (Luribbean Gout». 


PAh.292. 9922 Eye Diving, Blue Water Divers and 
www.caradonnacom 2UU-5.2 b-22 _ Beachcomber Bed & Breakfast in Grand 
sales@caradonna.com Turk; Salt Cay Divers and Pirate’s 

Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 Hideaway Bed & Breakfast in Salt Cay; 

Budget to luxury accommodations available Dive Provo, Provo Turtle Divers, Big Blue 

Lowest airfares from your home city Unlimited and Comfort Suites in Provo. 


www.skin-diver.com 








Oasis Divers offers the perfect dive vacation with amazing wal diving in 
Grand Turk and Salt Cay. We'll take you fo swim with the Stingrays and 
"whale watching in the winter. Complete gear handling, 

NITROX and superior divemaster services make 

your stay on Grand Turk first class. Special dive/ 

accommodation packages available. 


800-892-3995 
Ph/Fox: (649) 946-1128 


E-mail:oasisdiv@tciway.tc 
Web site: www.oasisdivers.com 


For dive packages and accommodation in Grand 
Turk. Diving daily in Grand Turk with excursions to 
_ Salt Cay & Gibbs Cay. PADI and NAUI instruction at all 
levels, for all abilities. UW Photo rentals, E-6. 
For the best diving holiday in Grand 
Turk contact the professionals at 


SEA EYE DIVING 


(649) 946-1407 Ph/Fx 
1-800--513-5823 


email: ci@ciway.tc 
SEA EYE DIVING " ee 
GRAND turk. | Web: www.seaeyediving.com 


NITROX 


Dive in small groups with personal service. 
Over 17 years of experience. 
Stay in Grand Turk’s most 
hospitable hotel with Old World 
charm & modern conveniences 
right on the beach! 


Blue Water Divers & Salt Raker Inn 


Ph (649) 946-2260 Fax (649) 946-2817 E-mail:mrolling@tciway.tc 
Web site: eee 


Blue WaPer 


pasate the Charm of the Old Caribbean 


‘% 1 it 
Phone: (+1) 649-946-2466 ¢ Fax: (+1) 649-946-1716 


SALT CAY DIVERS 


“Dare to Dive Differently” 
SPECTACULAR DIVING ALONG BOTH Satt Cay & GRAND TURK WALLS 
© WITH PADI DIVE MASTERS AND INSTRUCTORS 
402 MOST REMOTE, FRIENDLY ISLAND IN THE TURKS & CAICOS—CORALS 
SPONGES AND FISH ARE PRISTINE AND ABUNDANT . 
WORLD CLASS WRECK DIVING, ROMANTIC BEACHES AND 
HORSEBACK RIDING 
SWIM WITH MAGNIFICENT HUMPBACK WHALES 


" (649) 946-6906 Fx (649) 946-6940 Huumns 
E-mail: scdivers@tciway.tc 
Web site: www.saltcaydivers.tc 


PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 


| WE’VE GOT THE “GOODS” 





s Aggressor. This 14-passenger yacht dives Provo, West Caicos and French 


www.aggressor.com 


http://www.grand-turk.com ° tophotel@grand-turk.com “| = 





PROVIDENCIALES: oy 


f W.CAICOS ee : 
Se lethy a 


PADI International Resort Association Member ¥ 


With more than 25 years of operation in Provo, : | . 
we have great boats, great staff and great sites! # 











E. CAICOS 


GRAND TURK 


a sal 


Art Pickering’s Provo Turtle Divers & ‘ f 
U.S. Booking Office: i 

800-833-1341 

web: www.provoturtledivers.com 

e-mail: ProvoTurtleDivers@Provo.net 

Local: Ph 649-946-4232, Fx: 649-941-5296 


Diving as it should be! 


¢ The island's only PADI Gold Palm 5 

Star Resort. 

¢ Hotel and Dive Packages to suit — 

your taste. Complimentary transfers. ~~ 

¢ Locations at Ports of Call and Allegro Resort & Casino serving 
all Provo. 

¢ Instruction, Retail, Watersports, Great Diving. 

Toll free: (800) 234-7768 or (649) 946-5040 


Bm Fax: (649) 946-5936 email: diving@diveprovo.com 


web: www.diveprovo.com 





Turks & Caicos Aggressor 


Eat, sleep, dive from a floating resort, the 100-foot Turks & Caicos 


Caye, March through January and offers humpback whale snorkeling 
excursions February through April. On board amenities include e-mail, 
hot tub, nitrox, rebreathers, staterooms with private bath. Seven-day inclu- 


~ ** sive charters start at only $995 


pp.! 

Toll free: 888-348-2628 
Fax: 985-384-0817 

E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 





Peter Hughes’ M/V Sea Dancer operates out 

of Providenciales, with diving around West 

Caicos and the northwest wall of 

Providenciales, while M/V Wind Dancer 

takes divers in and around Grand Turk, 

including excursions to South Caicos where diving will be done from our 
24' fiberglass tenders. Service, safety, special \, 
amenities and great diving are the hallmarks 
of all Peter Hughes Diving vacations. 
Nitrox and E-6 processing available. 
800-9DANCER; www.peterhughescom; 
dancer@peterhughes.com. 
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SD 0406 


leaned across the table and pai? 
“Hey, you wanna see Cane lee? 














His eyes were shitty, Ui ea in ig me up wit a hooker. But! knew <= 
Carrie Lee. She might ha he ck bits street walker. ~ = 
Gia. aoe ~ =] 

“How deep?” asked _ . = 


“Sage , 
"Hundred and sty t the str. The Hows Ave 0. 


‘Vout mut No way. "Tsai Carrie Les of mis 
“Cone ape Don't be a.wimp.” \ asm | 
-"Fyen anted to,” { said, “nobody No i) lids there.” 


- Doh iy he smiled, “| know this ou 











“i | "vel. a chill run Up, ny ‘neck lke was ina dak : ley dealing 
: ene ij was in Grand Cayman and thi ys 
ad we o ° deep dvestie a fake Rolex out of his trench coat. 


(ee 5 BY "tverybody _ persisted. 
Ee dy he had esha make It tight?” asked quoting my mother. 


b: iy 


et ie igen cl A obvi ily wasn't ready to join his club. 

rs x os The ay y they rape ‘on their aluminum 80s, blasted down 200 
feet t ihe wreck and carved angther.tfotch in their idiot belts, The 

<a was 1989, betore technical diving had twirled out of the closet. 
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Fast forward to January 2001. 1’m back in Grand Cayman about to do 
a wall dive to 190 feet. But this time it’s all legal—part of the regular 
schedule at Dive Tech, Grand Cayman’s first technical diving operation. No 
bribes to boat captains or sneaking around under the cloak of darkness. Our 
flight plan has been cleared. My dive buddy is none other than Nancy 





Romanica, owner of Dive ‘Tech and Grand Cayman’s foremost technical guru. 





thie 9 


n g Con 


We're both decked out in 200 pounds of metal. I’m trav- 
eling with twin aluminum 80s mounted on a steel back- 
plate and connected by a manifold with an isolator valve. 
Strapped under my armpit is a 60-cubic-foot cylinder with 
80 percent oxygen for decompression. I have redundant 
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by Fred D. Garth 





At 180 feet of depth, the Carrie Lee 
awaits the exploration of Tek Divers. 





regulators, independent bladders in my BC, two computers 
and a laminated chart with my dive profile. To beginners, it 
sounds (and looks) complicated, but tekkies know that I’m 
dressed in a very basic tek rig. Nothing fancy. Just the right 
tools to get me there ... and back. I like that idea. 

















To top it off, we're fly 


tugs at my soul and it seems 
like I can go on forever. But 
I fight off the narcotic urge 
to plunge into the abyss and 
bank out of my nose dive at 
180 feet, zipping horizontal- 
ly among Volkswagen-sized 
barrel sponges. The North 
Wall is as dramatic as ever 
but at this depth, we’re 
beyond the heavy traffic line 
and into the untouched 
zone. Perfectly pristine. 
Although we have tons of 
air, we start back after we rack 
up 10 minutes of decompres- 
sion. We work our way up the 
wall and into the shallows to 
burn off the nitrogen. Dive 
time: 70 minutes. This is the 
way it was meant to be. 
Awesome diving and the free- 
dom to explore. Times. have 
changed. Apparently, they’re 
taking this new Millennium 
thing seriously down here. 
Nancy navigates spot on to 
the dock at Cobalt Coast 
Resort, my home base for the 
next few days. It’s the ulti- 


mate shore dive, a three-tank scooter run. Of course, with 
doubles and a deco bottle, it’s three tanks all on one dive. 
As the island’s newest resort, Cobalt Coast points directly 
north, paying homage to the famed North Wall. With a capac- 
ity of only 50 guests, mostly in luxury suites, Pve been 


‘a , 
Cayman a 
Te 


AN 


ying scooters. As we buzz over the 
wall’s edge at 50 feet, I point the nose straight down and 
ride happily into the blue. That familiar lure of the deep 





with the three essential ingredients: a giant hot tub, a pool and 


Pristine sponges grow to massive 
proportions in the deep zone. 


Photos/Courtesy Dive Tech 
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BEST TIME TO VISIT 

The Cayman Islands are a great year- 
round destination. 

TOPSIDE CLIMATE 

10 to 80°F (winter), summer highs 
can reach 90°F. 

WATER TEMPERATURE 
Warm waters ranging from high 70s 
to low 80s°F. 


EXCHANGE RATE 


1.00 (USD) = .82 (KYD). USD accepted. 


i i it @ 


(Winter) Same as Eastern Standard Time. 


(Summer) Eastern Standard Time 
minus | hour. 


CONTACTS 
Department of Tourism 
(800) 346-3313 
www.caymanislands.ky 


i » 
Cayman Airways 


(800) 422-9626 
www. caymanairways.com 


Island Air 
(345) 949-5252 


www. |slandaircayman.com 


Grand Cayman: 
Cayman Aggressor IV 
(800) 348-2628 

WwW. aggressor.com 


Cobalt Coast Resort 
(800) 992-2015 
www.cobaltcoast.com 


Dive Tech (See Nancy Romanica) 
(345) 949-1700 
wwWw.divetech.com 


gourmet food. It has the look and feel of an upscale estate— 
the Hamptons with world-class diving on the doorstep. To ice 
the cake, Nancy has built a brand new Dive Tech center on 


site. Life is rough, but some- 
how I'll manage. 

That I was sent to Grand 
Cayman to do an article on 
technical diving for Skin Diver 
is gooey with irony. Back in 
1992, Skin Diver was adamant 
in its opposition to tek diving, 
but, thankfully, there’s a whole 
new hip regime at Skin Diver 
that has embraced diving’s 
progress. Otherwise, I’d be 
home changing diapers and 
writing for Offspring magazine. 

It took a while, but Grand 
Cayman eventually clicked in- 
to the tek thing too. Nancy 
Romanica deserves most of 
the credit. Her technical div- 
ing operation opened in the 
mid-1990s without a sanction 
from the Cayman Watersports 
Association. Persistence finally 
got her licensed and she ended 
up writing most of the stan- 
dards for others who would 
follow. And so they have. 

When Sunset House, one of 
the oldest dive-specific hotels 
on the island, jumps into the 


fray you know the tides are turning. Enter Reg Creighton 
and Erika Haley, former big wigs in Canada’s technical com- 
munity. Respected tekkies, Reg and Erika have brought 
mixed gases, semi-closed and closed-circuit rebreathers to 
Sunset House. 





Ocean Frontiers (See Steven Broadbelt) 
(345) 947-7500, (800) 544-6576 (USA) 
www.oceanfrontiers.com 


Sunset House 

(See Keith Sahm/Reg Creighton) 
(888) 281-3826 
www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm 


Sunshine Suites Hotel 
(877) 786-1110 
www.sunshinesuites.com 


Cayman Brac: 

Reef Divers at Brac Reef Beach Resort 
(800) 327-3835 

www.bracreef.com 


Little Cayman: 

Reef Divers at Little Cayman Beach Resort 
(800) 327-3835 

www. littlecayman.com 




















Reg said. “Then come up to 100 feet for 
a while, then to 60 and finish our deco 
in the shallows right off the resort. It’s 
not uncommon for our rebreather 
dives to last for three or four hours.” 

At first I was blown away. Four 
hours! That’s unreal, not to mention a 
mean case of prune fingers. But as I 
listened, it began to sink in. This was 
the rebirth of Grand Cayman. Virgin 
territory, new discoveries, less restric- 
tions, rebreathers, mixed gases. This 
time, Grand Cayman has stepped to 
the plate and hammered a grand slam. 
Yet, technical diving is still in the first 
inning. And while almost everyone 
offers nitrox, only Dive Tech, Sunset 
House and Ocean Frontiers at East 
End are immersed in the game. 

To my chagrin, I had to pass on Reg’s 
monster dive plan and drive east to 
Ocean Frontiers. A journalist’s work is 
never done. I hooked up with co-owner 
Steve Broadbelt and toured the newly 
constructed facility, which is just a half- 
mile from the original shop. Ocean 
Frontiers now has a deep pool, full 
blending station and a well-appointed 
shop overlooking the eastern barrier 
reef. Like its west side counterparts, 
Ocean Frontiers has full tek rigs 
including Drager rebreathers, nitrox, 
scooters and mixed gases. Its unique- 
ness also extends offshore. A 6,000-foot 
wall is just five minutes by boat, with 
gobs of soft corals (including the black 
stuff), prolific caves, tunnels and swim- 
throughs. Ocean Frontiers also has 
Grand Cayman’s only shark dive. 

“We don’t hand feed the sharks,” 
Steve told me. “We put the bait in the 
water, stand by and usually get about 
10 sharks—all reef sharks.” 

Even further east, the sister islands 


of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman are: 


also tekking it. Not to be outdone by 
their big brother, the little sisters have 
joined in. They haven't taken the 
mixed gas plunge yet, but Reef Divers 


at Little Cayman Beach Resort and 


Brac Reef Resort are dialed in on 
nitrox and Drager semi-closed re- 
breathers. Of course, the real pull of 
the sisters is their seductive remote- 
ness. Over there, you can get certified 
in hammock napping and still tweak 
your senses underwater on every dive. 
Will technical diving ever go to the 


limit in the sisters? I’d put money 
on it. 

Unfortunately, my schedule 
doesn’t allow a hop over to the 
sisters, but at least I have one 
more tek dive left before I return 
home. So it’s exceedingly appro- 
priate that I find myself standing 
on the dive platform of the vessel 
ATA-tude about to dive the 


For tek divers, one hour, closed-circuit : 
rebreather dives at 200 feet, with two hour 
ascent/deco will blow your mind. 





Carrie Lee for the first time. After The water’s so clear I can see the 
more than a decade, I’m finally getting | wreck as soon as we submerge. When 
the chance to do her. we reach the wreck, I look up at our 


—wWweelocity 


Velocity Fins are the result of extensive research and product development. 
Our design objectives were to improve the performance of standard fins 
while bringing them to market at a reasonable price. We believe we 
accomplished these goals. 


Our performance improvement is attributed to the unique Power Enhancing 
Vents (0). Here s how: 


During the fin stroke, water flow is directed through the PEV s. Stress is 
reduced on the divers leg while water is accelerated over the blade of the fin; 
resulting in increased velocity. Water movement through the PEV s also 
reduce lateral movement of the fin (wasted energy), increasing the kicking 
efficiency. 

Go try a pair for yourself and find out what we mean by "Designed for Velocity”. 


For more information please visit your local AERIS Dealer or our website @ www.diveaeris.com 
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boat driver snorkeling on the surface. I 
can even see clouds passing by the 
silhouette of the ATA-tude. Now I 
understand how those early cowboys 
had a false sense of security; here, 180 
feet is alarmingly benign. Escape does- 
nt seem that far away, until you have 
to hump it on a free ascent. With the 
tools I have, that’s remote. 





For the 
ultimate in 
scuba Travel 
let our All 
Diver Staff 
find that 
Perfect Dive 
Vacation! 


Bahamas 
Belize 
Bonaire 
Caymans le 
cee Located away 
Cozumel 
Curacao 
Dominica 
Galapagos 


bustle of 7 Mile 


Northwest corner 
of the island! 


Honduras 


Fiji 


Palau 

Truk 

Turks & Caicos 
Solomons 

St. Lucia 


AVEL 
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from the hustle & ‘“ “ 


Beach in the quiet o : 


My Dive Tech guides are Tara 
Cunningham, a world-class freediver 
and runway model candidate, and Ian 
Thomas, a Brit who’s diving the Buddy 
Inspiration, a compact, closed-circuit 
rebreather made in his homeland. Ian 
glides bubble-free around the wheel- 
house as Tara and I spew massive 
amounts of air into the water column. 


The Newest Dedicated Dive 
Resort on Grand Cayman 


Cobalt Coast & Dive Tech Grand Cayman 








The best shorediving in Grand Cayman is located directly 
in front of the resort and of course unlimited shorediving 
included in the dive packages, 2 tank morning boat dives 
included and afternoon dives available. Swimming pool, 
Jacuzzi, full service restaurant & bar directly on property. 
Made to order breakfast daily included in dive packages. 
There is not a better dedicated-dive property on Grand 
Cayman! Call now to make your reservations. 


1-800-737-DIVE (3483) 


EMAIL: Udive@ultimatedivetravel.com 
CHECK OUR WEB SITE: www.ultimatedivetravel.com 








If she wanted to show off, Tara could 
hit the Carrie Lee with just mask, fins 
and snorkel (her best is 154 feet), but 
today she’s tekked out like me. I’m not 
surprised that the song, “Everything is 
Beautiful,’ is looping through my 
brain. Still, I realize that minimal traf- 
fic on Carrie Lee keeps the wandering 
rope sponges and delicate crinoids 
immaculate. Everything really is beau- 
tiful and I feel fine. 

The wreck looks as if it’s sliding 
down a ski slope. It’s perched at near- 


The sponge encrusted bow of 
the Carrie Lee. 


Photo/Courtney Piatt 


ly a 45 degree angle on the edge of the 
wall with cables and dock lines trail- 
ing back up the slope like ski ropes. - 
The bow is literally hanging over the 
wall and I’m compelled to kick down 
and explore it. But at 240 feet, it’s 
beyond our planned limit. Tara and 
Jan do it regularly on mixed gases. I 
have to settle for their photos. 

After 20 minutes at 180 feet, we ease 
up the anchor line and begin our deco. 
The wreck fades into the blue, but is 
still clearly visible at our first stop in 50 
feet. After 30 minutes of deco we're 
back at the surface. It took more than 
10 years, but Carrie Lee and I finally 
consummated our relationship. For 
some reason, I crave a cigarette. 


Special thanks to Cayman Airways, 
Dive Tech, Cobalt Coast Resort, Sunshine 
Suites and Economy Car Rental for their 
assistance and support for this article. 
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DIVER ERRANT IN THE FAR FLUNG PACIFIC 


by Brad Doane 


N © compass; no map; no global positioning system. All 
of which would now be useless to our guide anyway— 
he’s asleep. Rocketing across the silky waters of the 
lagoon, we are on. a.collision.course with history. 





I turn to the man driving the boat with hopes of an 
explanation of this peculiar style of navigation, but the 
aging islander is looking away, squinting into the early 
morning sun. Eventually, the guide awakens and rises to his 
feet. Now well offshore, he looks back and forth at two 
islands several miles away and points to an imaginary “X” 
on the surface. Then, without warning, he dives off the 
boat and disappears. When he resurfaces, he calmly 
explains in broken English that she is under the boat. One 
hundred and twenty-five feet beneath the surface and 
alone in the vast desert of the lagoon floor, she is shroud- 
ed behind a velvety blue curtain that does not betray her 
presence. Yet, he has found her. I can’t believe it. 

He is a member of a local island family that for over 20 
years has used palm trees and mountain peaks as road 
signs to find this latent lady and 60 of her sisters. And she 
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Palau, Yap, Truk and Guam 


is the Fumizuki Maru, a destroyer who fell victim to the 
1944 aerial assault that wiped out the Japanese fleet gath- 
ered here in Chuuk (Truk) lagoon. Now, slowly dying a 
second. death as the deteriorating effects of sea and steel 
take hold, she and the others have erupted with 
new life. After half a century of lying in the pro- 
tected tropical waters of the lagoon, they have 


corals, seafans, fish and invertebrates. And the 
tanks, planes, trucks and ammunition that still 
line their decks and holds are carpeted with the 
unstoppable life of the sea. 

I explore these colossal carcasses of war, their 
multi-hued hulks embodying the destructive 
powers of man and the regenerating forces of the 
sea. And that is why I am here. Errant, in the 
far-flung reaches of the Pacific, traversing an 
expanse loosely referred to as western Micro- 
nesia. I have come not only to revel in the 
impossible beauty of this part of the world, but 
to be enriched by it. 

For three weeks I roamed through the islands 
of the great Caroline and Mariana archipela- 
gos—Palau, Yap and Guam. And each day the 
pages of my experience filled with adventures 
and emotions unfamiliar to me. Often it was 
geological wonders beyond my wildest fantasies. 
Like in Guam, where I sank through a hole in 
the top of a reef, only to emerge 60 feet deeper 
into a sea so vibrant 
and full of sea life, it 
sent shivers up my 
spine. Or in Palau, 
Where I _ passed 
through an opening 
in the sea floor, and 
surfaced in the belly 
of an island. And in Yap, where 
gleaming white sand filled nar- 
row channels snaking through 
a shallow portion of the reef, 
eventually spilling out onto a 
phenomenal wall aptly named 
for its innumerable lionfish. 

I dived at sites that were leg- 
endary and lived up to their 
reputations, such as Palau’s 
Blue Corner, New Drop-off 
and Peleliu Express. While oth- 
ers, unknown, produced all 
time highs. One such surprise 
lay inside a bustling harbor off 
Guam. Where, in just 10 feet of 





water, an anemone-carpeted a section of reef the size 
of a dinner table, and was tended by 20 or more 
anemone fish that flitted in and out its lethal fingers. 

I was also educated. I learned it is unwise to hover 
over the nest of the Triton Triggerfish. Large and 
formidable for a colorful reef dweller, this fiery fish 
viciously attacked my camera and strobes before leav- 
ing dental impressions in my fins. I learned that the 


sea often closes one door, 
only to open another. As 


One of Yap’s often overlooked 
nudibranchs. 


was the case in Yap when a 
dive for Mantas turned up 
squat. But in their place 
emerged a raucous pack of 
two-foot-long, juvenile 
Gray Reef Sharks, shadow- 
ing Dogtooth Tuna and 
Spotted Eagle Rays. 

There were encounters 
with marine life that were 
as unexpected as they were 


It's hard to get in the waters off Yap 
and not encounter a Manta Ray. 


Prolific soft‘coral growth obscures the wreck of 
the Fmizuki Maru off Truk. 


of the three-inch wrasses that were cleaning its 
enormous gills. And in Palau, I had the single 
most “animal” intense dive of my life. Caught in a 
biological tornado of sharks and fish towering 
over 100 feet high, I was so consumed in the spec- 
tacle that I dared not blink. 

I also fell in love. As I walked along a quiet 
island road, a car pulled to a stop in the street 
next to me. Making the concerted effort to stand 
up on the seat so she could lean out the window, 
a little brown face with big eyes and ponytails 
emerged from the back seat. She smiled sweetly, 
waved and said “hello” with the voice of a tiny 
angel. And my heart skipped a beat. 

I spent time whenever possible with the people 
of the islands. I chewed betel nut and drank 





Budweiser with the Yapese, and spent time in a faluw—a 
traditional house for men. I sat and talked with the 
endemic Chamorro on Guam, and together we watched 


unforgettable. Inside a pass in Yap’s barrier reef, I clung to 


the sea floor in a raging current as a Manta hovered so 
closely above my head that I could see the color in the eyes 


Hatchetfish and squirrelfish find 
refuge in the shadows of a 
swim-through off Guam. 


the sun set over the 
Philippine Sea. And I ate a 
home cooked meals with 
kids in Palau. 

I had come to Western 
Micronesia seeking trea- 
sure. The sort of riches 
bestowed upon those will- 
ing to immerse themselves 
wholly in the medley of 
these culturally and expe- 
rientially rich islands. Like 
all travel, this bounty has 
the power to enrich and 
change your life. 


A special thanks 
Continental Airlines., Blue 
Lagoon Divers, Blue 
Lagoon Resort, Guam 
Tropical Dive _ Station, 
Plumeria Garden Hotel, 
Trader’s Ridge _ Resort, 
Manta Ray Bay Hotel, Yap 
Divers, Fish ‘n Fins and 
Palau Pacific Resort. 
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66 a rays were kind of skittish yester- 

B day.” I'd heard this sort of dis- 
claimer too many times before, so cynical 
thoughts were going through my head as I 
pulled myself down the anchor line 
against the current, then kicked along fea- 
tureless sand at 30 feet. After a few min- 
utes, they suddenly appeared: a horde of 
Spotted Eagle Rays hovering a few feet off 
the sand. Eagle Rays normally allow only 
brief encounters, gracefully flying by in 
the water column on their way to some- 
place else, but this was different. These 
guys weren't going anywhere. 

I settled a few feet away from the other 
divers and took in the scene. A quick 
head count totaled 26 rays. The oval 
spots on their backs had a brownish 
tinge, and the base of their tails were 
bristling with multiple stingers. Their 
faces were almost cowlike with upturned 
noses and funny little mouths under- 
neath. As long as we hugged the bottom 
they remained calm, but as soon as any- 
one rose above them, the entire school 
would swim a few yards away. 

What were they doing here? Schooling 
behavior among Spotted Eagle Rays is 
usually associated with feeding, but there 
wasn't any of that going on. Occasionally 
one or two individuals would swim into 
the reef area where juvenile wrasses pro- 
vided cleaning services. This wasn’t hap- 
pening at one of Micronesia’s glamour 
dive locations, but rather off the coast of 
Saipan, a place usually overlooked by 
Americans. The islands of Saipan, Tinian 
and Rota belong to the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Marianas, the westernmost 
outpost of the United States. For Asian 
visitors, it’s a convenient vacationland 
where they can shop, relax and dive. For 
Americans heading to Palau or Yap via 
Guam, a side trip to Saipan or Rota offers 
a chance to get acclimated to the region 
and its critters, experience some unique 
diving, personalized service and a taste of 
history. Each island is a quick 30 minute 
flight from Gaum. 














Saipan 
Once a Japanese wartime stronghold, 
Saipan today is a stronghold of tourism, 


with half a million visitors a year, mostly 
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from Asia. Beach Road in Garapan is 
crammed with high-rise hotels, restaurants 
and shops. But the north end of the island is 


still unspoiled jungle. When American forces 
invaded in June, 1944, Japanese civilians by 
the hundreds committed suicide by jumping 
off two sheer cliffs. 


Sunk in 1999, the ex-smuggling 
ship, Snake Eyes, on the 
seafloor off Rota. 









Banzai Cliff overlooks the ocean and the 
rugged coastline. The white terns circling 


ore below are said to be carrying the souls of 
NE the dead. Ironically, this is also the location 


ESCO of one of Saipan’s best dive sites. And near- 
famous Grotto. Below: A whole by, but further inland is Suicide Cliff. At its 
WCE base the remains of Japanese tanks and 


guns serve as war memorials. 

Rick Northen of Stingray Divers considers 
Banzai Point the best dive on Saipan. A reef 
lying perpendicular to the cliff, it’s diveable 
from April through August. “Every time we 
drop in, there’s a school of fish—barracuda, 
jacks or trevally,’ he stated. “It’s a sheer drop, 





an impressive view.’ At 70 feet are caverns 
with seafans hanging from the entrance. 
Near the cliff are several swim-throughs. 
Saipan’s most renowned dive site is a 
sinkhole called The Grotto. Most divers 
enter the water from the parking lot, and 
walk down a_ stairway of 109 steps. At the 
bottom is a pool of water shaded by 
a cantilevered, half dome of rock. It 
is illuminated by a misty blue light 
filtering from three subterranean 
openings leading to the sea. Rick 
described six different dives that 
could be made from there, depend- 
ing upon the chosen route. About 
50 yards to the left is The Batcave, a 
vast, dark cavern. To the right, a 
plateau drops to 90 feet. Over the 
edge, a broad vista reveals turtles 
and barracuda. Drift back to the 
middle entrance of The Grotto and 
youll be swarmed by Pyramid 
Butterflyfish expecting to be fed. 


During the final year of World 
War II, the twin airstrips of Tinian 
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TOPSIDE CLIMATE 


Tropical humid, with 
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EXCHANGE RATE 


USD is the official currency. 


CONTACTS 
Continental Airlines 


(800) 231-0856 
www.continental.com 


Federal States of Micronesia 
www.fm/yap.htm 


Marianas Visitor Authority 
(670)664-3200 
WWW. Visit-marianas.com 


PATA 


ear-round temperatures averaging 80° 


Saipan and Tinian: 
Stingray Divers 
(670) 233-6100 


www. stingraydiverssaipan.com 


Guam: 

Blue Lagoon Resort 

(800) 367-5004 
www.castleresorts.com/BLR/ 


Guam Tropical Dive Station 
(ONL) 671-477-2774 


Ocean Hunter 
(O11) 680-488-2637 
www.oceanhunter.com 


Palau Aggressor II 
(888) 348-2628 
www.aggressor.com 


Palau Pacific Resort 
(800) 327-8585 
WWW.panpac.com 


Sam’s Tours 





Truk Aggressor II 

(800) 348-2628 
www.aggressor.com 

Yap: 

Yap Visitors Bureau 
WWW.Visityap.com 

Manta Ray Bay Hotel & Yap 
Divers 


(800) 634-5555 


www.mantaray.com 


WwW.magnificentmicronesia.com  WWW.gtds.com 


Rota: Palau: 
Dive Rota Fish ‘n Fins 


(670) 532-3377 (O11) 680-488-2637 
www.diverota.com www.fishnfins.com 


were among the busiest in the world. 
In August 1945, two B 29s took off 
from there four days apart to drop the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic 
bombs, effectively ending the war. The 
airstrips are still there, unused and 
overgrown by jungle. Palm trees and 
flowers grow where the deadliest 


(O11) 680-488-1062 
www.samstours.com 


Trader's Ridge Resort 
(877) 657-4695 

Truk: www.tradersridgeresort.com 
Blue Lagoon Divers 

(800) 843-8956 

www.3routes.com/sp/micn/chuu 
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MARIANA ISLANDS 


~ 
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CAROLINE ISLANDS 


Pacific Ocean 


he prop and engine of a 
B-29 bomber off Saipan. 


weapons once rested. Simple plaques 
in Japanese and English mark the spot. 

Although it’s only three miles from 
Saipan, Tinian is rarely visited by 
divers. It’s mostly ranchland and jun- 
gle. The fast, modern ferries that ser- 
vice it also provide an easy way for 
divers from Saipan to add an exotic 
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spring temples 


V2 RAGE -$+46- FREE 


V3 gray lense color 
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STYLE AND INDUSTRIAL 
EXCELLENCE! 


This North American collection is 

FREE for a limited time and is for 
development purposes only. It 

combines materials such as titanium, 
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spring temples, polarized driving lenses 
Receive your FREE sunglasses 
immediately by First Class mail! 
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charge. Pay only the P&H per item. 
(30-day unconditional P&H money 

back guarantee.) 
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_ © Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Rock Islands 

© All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox available 

| E-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com * W ISHNFINS.COM 
OCEAN HUNTER THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD DWN PALA 

| E» MATL« Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com »* WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 
¢ Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins ¢ Unlimited diving * Diving from main boat ¢ Nitrox 


FISH ‘s FNS THE PLONEER DIVE SGP IN PALAU 
* Personalized service * Cabin boats with toilet & shower tise. 


ish‘n Fins »ans 


Ph: (680) 498-2637 
Fax; (650) 468.-S4 78 


Phone: (680) 488-2793 
Fax: (680) 488-1453 
AIL GIISS Website: www. visit-palau.com 
Visitors Authority E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 





Big Blue Explorer 


Spacious 164-foot ocean going liveaboard 
features 9 twin-share cabins, 16 service 
oriented crew, four 24-foot skiffs, wonderful 
meals and superb unlimited diving. 
Toll Pree: 877-417-6160 or 562-865-7198 x’ o lO RE 5) 
E-mail info@palauscuba.com 

i hp Pa VEABOARDS 
www.palauscuba.come Fax: (630) 616-0727 ates 


Palau Pacific Resort/Splash 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World 
Class Resort. Experience the excitement of diving in 
one of the top seven underwater wonders of the world 
with Splash, our on-site dive center. 

Phome: (680) 488-2600 © bax: (680) 488-1606 
E~maik ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 
wwwpanpac.com & civepalau.com 


TRIPNIOUR 


The dive/travel expert of Palau 
F WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


1-800-348-0842 17500. 704-9767 


eege ep ee cam E-mail: palau@reefrainforest.com 
Website: www.trip-n-tour.com www.reefrainforest.com 


PALAU: $1995 West Plaza Hotel & Sam’s Tours-Air/Land 
Add teen $1176 Blue Lagoon Resort-Air/Land 


on 


YAP: $630 Trader’s Ridge Resort-Air/Land 


1-800-GO-DIVING 
E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 
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new destination to their logbook. 

Tinian has its own Grotto, but this 
one is a wide open underwater cavern 
with a large front entrance and a small- 
er one behind. Nurse Sharks and 
stingrays are frequent visitors. Two 
Coral Heads is a close-up photo spot 
with delicate hard corals that have seen 
little diver pressure. The area abounds 
with colorful angel and butterflyfish. 
Other sites include North Point, a 
dumping ground for World War II 
wreckage, and Nilho Point, where 
Blacktip and Whitetip Sharks hang out. 

The story of the best diving on 
Tinian has yet to be written. With its 
clear water, low population pressure 
and rocky coastline, Tinian shows 
excellent promise. Northen is excited 
about its potential. “With the ferry 
we re no longer limited to the sites near 
Saipan. We'll be able to explore the 
south end of the island, which nobody 
has done.” 





ety 40 miles north of Guam, Rota is 
an idyllic retreat—everybody’s idea of 





ON GETAWAY DAY WE DID A JUNGLE ¢_ 
exploration worthy of Indiana Jones. Q) 
Three years ago a cave had been redis- "T} 
covered that was home to the ancient » 
Chamorros about 500 years earlier = 
and used 5% 
by the # 
Japanese _ 
as a field \aé 
hospital «@, 
during = 
the war. a 
Getting = 

7 there 
7 = 
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| . was half a 
the fun, following a rutted dirt track 
through sword grass and thick jungle 
canopy. The trail had been cleared just 
a year ago, but has grown over again. ™ 
Hiking the last 500 yards, we used a == 


“See 30 sharks within arm’s reach at Scuba Zoo; dive the historic Yongala machete to cut through the foliage. 


Wreck and see a spectacular concentration of marine life. Dive bottomless The cave is high and narrow, its walls 

walls and towering pinnacles. Relax and enjoy exceptional meals, decorated with primitive paintings of *Y 

comfort and privacy aboard Spoilsport—one of the world’s finest marlin, turtles, people, hand prints and 

MIKEBALL __ liveaboard experiences.” vertical lines that reminded me of 
CALL US NOW! Eee picket fences. Near the entrance was 
Japanese graffiti, which after 60 years 
T -888.MIKE BALL WIN A TRIP has become part of history. Remains 
US: afficohalirs - OF A LIFETIME? of wooden beds were on the floor, as 

Noon-9 pm PST, 3pm - midnight EST visit our website: j well as beer and saki bottles, and 


usa@mikeball.com enameled teacups. 
www.mikeball.com 
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what a small tropical island should be. 
There’s one small village, deserted 
beaches, sheer cliffs, dense jungle and 
two resorts (one with a golf course). 
It’s a place to relax and escape from the 
stress of the working world. 

Rota’s best known dive is the 
Shoun Maru, a 393-foot Japanese 
freighter sunk in 1944. It’s a spectac- 
ularly dramatic dive, covered with 
the adornment of more than 50 years 
spent in the sea. 

Snake Eyes was a 135-foot Chinese 
fishing trawler, captured by the U.S. 
Coast Guard while trying to smuggle 
illegal aliens into Guam. When Mark 
heard about it, he convinced the 
mayor to request it from the federal 
government. In 1999, Snake Eyes was 
sunk there, along with another smug- 
gling ship. 

In the prevailing excellent visibility, I 
could see Snake Eyes from the surface. 
On the aft deck, the trawling machin- 
ery provided a foreground for dramat- 
ic silhouettes. I swam into the wheel- 
house and squeezed down a hatch into 
the engine room. Despite the darkness 
and the close quarters, I was able to 
identify machinery and gauges. On the 
bridge, the compass binnacle is all that 
remains of the wheelhouse fixtures. 

Rota is a delightful escape from the 
bustle of crowded destinations. The 
exceptional visibility, the dramatic 
jungle panorama and the laid-back 
friendliness of the people make this a 
delightful addition to any Micronesia 
itinerary. 


Special thanks to Rick Northen of 
Stingray Divers and Mark Michael of 
Dive Rota for their assistance and sup- 
port for this article. 
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Yap is known for its World Class Diving and Experience Yap’s Manta Rays up close | . ‘iil 
Manta Rays. Now it has a World Class Resort and personal with our PADI dive center = * % 
to match. Traders’ Ridge is an intimate resort | and Yap’s most experienced dive guides. 
offering the amenities of a 5 Star hotel. After traveling so far you deserve the very best. 


Toll Free 877-657-4695 Fax 691-350-4279 Internet www.tradersridge.com e-Mail info@tradersridge.com 








DY xeitercicaem com Uliuneels-jts! 


Over the past 19 years, Trip-N-Tour has earned a 
reputation for arranging successful and problem free 
dive trips throughout the Pacific. Our knowledge and 
experience far surpasses other dive/travel operators. 





And only Trip-N-Tour offers the 
BEST DEAL GUARANTEE! 


Call us and ask about it. 


TRIPNIOUR 


The Dive Experts Of These Islands. 
1-800-348-0842 * www.trip-n-tour.com 


email: info@trip-n-tour.com 











Call for a FREE 48-page, full color dive brochure! 
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Soaring to new heights: 


Gs R F AT For reservations call Great Southern’s 
SOUTHERN| ‘Bonaire Hotline” and your FREE info packet 
me Of the best airfares, dive package deals, travel 
tips and lodging reviews. 


“Professionals prefer the Pulse 
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www.jwfishers.com 


“The PULSE 8X detects all metals, on 

land or underwater, and features ear phone, 
meter read-out, and interchangeable coils. The 
best on the market, it’s the choice of the pros.” 


Camera|Sonars 


Call for a free catalog or to order our demonstration video. 


J.W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 
(800J822-4744 « Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 
JWFishers @aol.com 


WWW.skin-diver.com 
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Family Fun at 
Curacao’s Kids 
Sea Camp 


Looking for a family getaway? Take 
the kids to a fun-filled week of Sea 
Camp at the Curacao Sea Aquarium. 
They'll learn all about the inhabitants of 
the island’s reef system up close with 
SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for 
Youth), and even learn how to feed 
them. Meanwhile, adults will enjoy 12 
Boat Dives, one night dive, unlimited 
shore diving, a day pass to the Sea 
Aquarium and a dive or snorkel at the 
Sea Aquarium’s “Animal Encounter”. 

The event, held June 23 to 30, is 
hosted by Curacao Tourist Board, 
Ocean Encounters, Peter Hughes Div- 
ing, the Curacao Sea Aquarium, the 
Princess Beach Resort and Casino, 
Scuba Radio and Caribbean Adven- 
tures Dive Travel. 

For more information call, (800) 433- 
3483 or visit www.worlddive.com. "3 


Kids Have All 
the Fun 


PADI announces the PADI Seal 
Team, a program for children eight 
years of age and 
older that keeps 
kids diving until 
\: they turn 10 and 

can take the PADI 
Junior Scuba Diver or Junior Open 
Water Diver program. 

The Seal Team program has a total of 
15 “Aquamissions,” but after the first 
five Aquamissions, participants become 
PADI Seal Team Members. Specialty 
Aquamission topics include snorkeling, 
photography, marine life identification, 
night and navigation diving, along with 
a variety of other specialties that are of 
interest to children. 

The PADI Seal Team program 
became available May 1, 2001, at your 
local PADI Dive Center or Resort. ** 
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The Sister Islands of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman 


Escape to the undisturbed reefs and vertical walls of the Sister Islands; Cayman Brac and 
Little Cayman. Feel the freedom of soaring above spectacular dropoffs, strewn with brilliant 
canary yellow tube, and blood red vase sponges. Here you'll find miles of uncrowded reef and 
diverse underwater terrain. Explore the wreck of the M.V. Captain Keith Tibbetts, a 330 foot 
Russian Warship. Join amazing underwater creatures in our pristine waters. The Sister Islands 
are more accessible than ever before, with more flights than ever before. When you’re ready to 
get away from it all, make your escape to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 


The Cayman Islands Department of Tourism 
1-800-346-3313 
www.divecayman.ky CAVM A 
we as Sister Islands Tourism Association aATig & 
Serene roma orate S ita @ candw. ky Grand “neonate ee Ft eres 
www.sisterislands.com co ; 
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Design Your Own Custom Dive Vacation! 


The Cayman Islands 


1-888-718-7400 
Fax (345)949-8731 


bobsotol @candw. DIVING LTD. 
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Seaview Hotel and Dive Resort 

The Seaview, a small intimate seaside hotel, has recently been | 
converted into Grand Cayman's newest dedicated dive resort i 

operated by divers for divers. 

Ideally situated on the quiet side of George Town (a 6 minute walk) this cozy resort offers divers living coral 
reefs and the Cayman Wall just steps away from their hotel room. 

With only 15 rooms this resort offers a casual and friendly atmosphere with a swimming pool, ocean view 
restaurant and two bars. A PADI 5 Star Dive Shop offers complete services for shore & boat diving, rentals 
and training as well as showers and lockers. Bob Soto's Dive Boats depart morning, afternoon and night 
from the Resort's dive boat dock, The Seaview is an ideal resort for small dive groups, couples and singles 
divers seeking dive buddies. 

Guests are assured a quiet and relaxing dive vacation. Copies and fax services are available as well as 
an air conditioned meeting room. Continental breakfast is included in all dive packages however, a full 
breakfast is also available. Pets allowed. 


Regal Beach Club 


New and graciously appointed villas at Regal Beach § 
Club offers a luxurious harborage for the perfect dive 
vacation. Sparkling swimming pools, tennis court, 
exercise facility, laundry and maid service—nestled 
amidst an abundance of tropical blooms on beautiful 
Seven Mile Beach. 


m Plantation Village 


, Thatched beach cabanas overlook the beautiful Seven Mile 
#4 Beach. Fully equipped kitchens, maid service, private patio 
weed and satellite TV. Two freshwater pools and complimentary 
‘kayaks, bikes, lighted tennis courts and gas BBQs. 

| Oceanfront oceanview and poolview condos. 


Villas of the Galleon 


A cozy respite of exquisitely private one, two and 
three bedroom villas plus resort amenities. At the 
center of Seven Mile Beach and within walking 

- distance of top rated restaurants and shopping. 
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weightbelts are included on your dive boat or at your Shore Diving HQ—the Lobster Pot or Seaview Hotel. New in 2001—7 diver 


D e Your package includes a two-tank Boat dive every full day plan a night or afternoon dive during your stay. Tanks, weights and 
I s max advanced diver boat. Rental gear, training opportunities plus numerous other amenities available. 


Sel Select the accommodations YOU want. Moderate or Luxury Hotels on Seven Mile Beach or a dedicated Dive Resort. 
Condo's (Ideal for a party of 4). All with diving transportation furnished. 


Compare our airfare super saver values from your hometown directly to Cayman. We have the best rates available on Cayman 
Airways, American Airlines, Northwest., US Air, Elta & British Airways,. Use our air arrangement or your own frequent flyer points— 
whatever is best for YOU. 


Save Enjoy the saving of a Bob Soto's Dive Package. Air-Land-Dive, Land-Dive or Dive Only. YOUR choice of numerous options for 
YOUR consideration... all designed for YOUR benefit of value and enjoyment. 


Because we want your business! We understand just how precious your vacation times is to YOU—the customer. We provide 
regular run boats and advanced diver boats i the AM, PM and Night. We dive the East, South, and North walls, reefs and wrecks— 
© and, of course, Stingray City. We work very hard to get your business—but even harder to keep it. Call, Email, or Fax us now. 


Package prices do NOT include USA & Cayman Islands airport taxes and security charges. 
The airline portion of the package price is subject to change. 


ers 1-888-718-7400 


Fax: (345) 949-8731 eEmail: bobsoto 1 @candw.ky 
www.bobsotosdiving.com 





cern GRE Tan cee 


SS ee errs 





AD 0105 


SD 


at 
4 
4] 
a 
ay 


| THINKING ABOUT SCUBA DIVING? 
| THINK NO MORE! 


‘ Come to the forgotten island of the Caribbean, Tobago and 
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_ WWW.DIVEGUIDE.COM/PROSCUBA pe  o..2 _ _—s Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra’s Palace) 


q ne ; ad oh Wa RN : airport within the US. 

’ under-water-world of this picturesque island. : Vy, + . | " j 

| Enjoy the professional guided dive trips and courses in the ‘ ; / *® SA Sane rae UO pl cg Bab acc tAieoati 
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_ PADI professionals with a Dutch & Danish taste. , aig al — ee! * | g P 
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See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.co 


Rates $718 for 6 months or $1110 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 
via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Vivian Williams, E-mail: 
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ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 
info@adventureexpress.com | www.adventureexpress.com 
AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES = (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $695 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
available. dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 
WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 
Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-7321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 
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DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 
Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. www.dockyard-divers.com 
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PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA _info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 
$150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. www.redsail.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris. Fax:(617)4051-9955 prodive@intemetnorth.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Taka ll. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 

takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
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EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 


(242) 336-2893 


snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; www.smallhope.com 
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VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 

Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports. _ dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542; Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.1. 
x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/888- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 
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BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER 
Spectacular atolls, barrier reef plus great blue hole! 
Dive/hotel packages, budget to luxury, group rates. 
Overnight trips, U/W cameras, jungle/ ruins/ cave tubing. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 
Come join the experience of family and friends that has retumed again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; www.bluemarlinilodge.com 
CHAA CREEK RESORT & SPA & MACAL RIVER JUNGLE CAMP 
Priv. 330-acre rainforest resv. in Maya Mntns. Mayan ruins, guided 
walks & horse riding, canoe & bike, butterfly farm/nature center. 
(501) 92-2037 chaacreek@btl.net | www.chaacreek.com 
HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www.scubabelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southernmost atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; www.mantaresort.com 
ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 
(501)21-2121; — USFax:(941) 488-3953; _ www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. www.tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 
a beautiful 12-acre private island. 
www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


www.bluedive.com 














williamv@emapusa.com or call: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2121. 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 

Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 
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GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com — www.habourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & diving. www.bonaire.org/happy-holiday 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 


Trimaran. (284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 
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ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CaymanBrac (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 

2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 

dive, air, car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; _ www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www. diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 


(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 


























CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLECAYMAN. (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. 


GARDEN ISLAND RESORT—TAVEUNI (800) 541-4334 
Dive the famous Rainbow Reef. Affordable award- 
winning resort. Complete packages including air. 
info@aquatrek.com; www.aquatrek.com 





DIVERSDOWN www.divers-down.net FAX/PH (345) 945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn 
Resorts-Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value- 
priced dive pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 
experience quarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! _ 
OCEAN FRONTIERS - EASTEND-GRAND CAYMAN = (800) 544-6576 
Cayman’s #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & 1- 
tank dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive 
& watersport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERNCROSS CLUB-LITTLECAYMAN — (800) 899-2582(CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 


best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall. 
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EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 
COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwa- 
ter frontiers... Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 
info@adventureexprescom | www.adventureexpress.com 


Vv 





SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land 
based and liveaboard. All programs conform to government 


regulations. email: info@scuabcan.com__www.scubacan.com 
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SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.o-market.de/scubafun 

TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 
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BEQA DIVERS www.begadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU/MANTANA RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FiJl’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, 
& a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call 
Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 





NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 


Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.fj Www.naia.com.fj 
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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive pack- 
ages and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving —PADI, 
NAUI courses and referrals. (954) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount 
airfares, & Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & 
Adventure Travel. 








www.landfallproductions.com 


AARON’S DIVE SHOP - OAHU (888) 84-SCUBA 
Experience the great wrecks in Oahu’s warm clear waters. 
Daily 2-tank dive tours / OW Referrals our Specialty 
aarons@aloha.com www.hawaii-scuba.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, Hl 96753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Call 800 number for FREE information package. 











(808) 879-3584 P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 
Visit our website robinson@maui.net www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 


Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
intros-photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 

dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 

WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat 
dives. 
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BAY ISLANDS RESERVATIONS (800) 392-6292 
Best dive resort values for Roatan, Guanaja, Utila and Belize. Discount air 
via AA, CO, Taca and charter. Beach house and bungalow rentals. 

Maya Tours, info@mayatour.com www.mayatour.com 
CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT-NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand 
view. $595 per person DBI., OCC. includes meals, 
diving, group specials and fishing available. 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, 1 night dive and more $440 p/p 
www.lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, 1 nt. dive/wk $725. Mayan RUINS, adven. 


& sightseeing tours on Mainland. www.reefhouseresort.com 





ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
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ADVENTURE EXPRESS (800) 433-0799 
Complete liveaboard & land-based diving combined w/land 
excursions throughout Indonesia. Ask about group disc. 
info@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpreess.com 
DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR 
AND BEYOND www.comcen.au/~baruna 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea Il): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. June through December 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
KARARU DIVE VOYAGES WWW.KARARU.COM (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join 
us in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 
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JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 
webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 
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#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 
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VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 25 
PADI 5x, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi dive dis- 
counts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 info@val- 
larta-adventures.com www.vallarta-adventures.com 
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BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 
Air/land packages. ‘9 www.outpostravel.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 4 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 

best service. 

(521) 122-7423 





in Baja. 





www.scubaja.com 
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AQUAWORLD COZUMEL 
Multi-lingual Watersports PADI Gold Palm Facility beginner- 
instructor scuba & snorkel trips. SubSea Explorer, eco-con- 
scious educational tours. aqwssc@cozumel.com.mx 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages _www.bluebubble.com 
COZUMEL GETAWAYS (800) 346-9470 ext. 17 
The place to stay for divers in the know. Our 3 to 5 BR Villas & 2 BR 
apts. offer A/C, kitchens, maid svc, pool & privacy. 
www.cozumelgetaways.com a Me ell 
COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive ¢ Snorkel ¢ Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA98109. _dive@divetropical.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C, beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/bar, dive shop, best 
snorkeling Fax: (529) 872-5877 clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com. 
www.cozumel@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW’98 ~—s (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
__Wwww.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
(800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 
Dive &jeep rental pkqs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 


www.aquaworldcozumel.com 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 _ dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRADER’S RIDGE RESORT (877) 657-4695 
This unique resort offers its own fully certified dive operation with all the 
amenities and personal service of a 5-star hotel and Yap's only pool. 
tradersyap@aol.com www.tradersridgeresort.com 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet 
of Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 
info@ adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 








OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 


Experienced, personalized service. _ www.outpostravel.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info | www.adventureexpress.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 
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AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5x diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, lsrael/Taba Hilton, Egypt. info@aqua-sport.com 
GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp. _ dive@divetropical.com —_www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 
Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 


Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 
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INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C-max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
Galapagos air/land packages available. 

divd@adventureexpress.com __www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 

divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242; Fax: (758) 459-7700 
Unique & romantic hideaway w/ SSI PLAT/PADI 5* centre in 
heart of Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, night diving, 49 
rooms, 2 beaches, mnt. biking, minispa. www.ansechastanet.com. 
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DIVE SAFARIS (599) 529-001; Fax: (599) 528-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris _ 








OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 
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ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER’ LIVEABOARD (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. info@fantasea. 
net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; www.ocean-rover.com 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcdivers.com 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 SoiAo Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE BY AQUASPORTS (888) 996-2782 
A 115 ft. luxury live-aboard cruise in Thailand, Burma and 
Andaman islands. Comfortable, friendly crew, superb Thai 
hospitality. aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 

Fax: (667) 628-4033; info@diveasia.com; _www.diveasia.com 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea II) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net_ www.phuketdive.net 
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S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 446-9441 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 tao@provo.net _www.provo.net/tao 
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CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net = www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net___ www..st-croix.com/diveexperience 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. 
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BY PETE NAWROCKY 


Before you decide 
just to “grab and 
go,” don't bring 

a camera into any 

situation that 

you haven't 
encountered 
before. ..plan your | 
dive carefully. | 


MANY OF TODAY’S DIVERS ARE ENGAGED 
n “technical” diving. Many of today’s 


Pre-dive planning can help tek divers 
account for carrying large strobes and 
cameras into tight spaces. 





divers are also engaged in underwater 
photography. Put those two together, 
and you could have some problems. Or 
at least some problems that need to be 
thought out ahead of time. Before you 
decide to “grab and go,” don’t bring a 
camera into any situation that you 
haven't encountered before, and plan 
your dive carefully. The following areas 
are just two of the many situations that 
a tek photographer my encounter. 


Diving and exploring the subter- 
ranean world of an underwater cave 
takes special training and equipment. 
Double tanks, back-up lights and the 
necessary reels needed to safely navi- 
gate this environment quickly take up 
_ all available body space. One hand will 


be occupied with the primary dive 
light, while the other hand may be 
needed to pull 
through a strong 
current. So where 
does the camera go? 

First of all, the 
camera should be 
left behind until this 
area has been dived 
by the photogra- 
pher. After the site 
has been chosen and 
a decision made as 
to what subject will 
be photographed, 
the diver will need to 
devise a dive plan. 
The plan should 
take into considera- 
tion the following: 

- Current: If the 
current is too 
strong, the diver 
may not be able to 
swim a housing 
against it, in which 
case a Nikonos may work best. 

- Strobe lighting: The cave opening 
needs to be large enough for the diver 
and all his equipment. Sidemount ex- 
plorers may have to change their 
approach in order to get througha 
two-foot-wide crack. Navigating 
through tight areas may require 
reconfiguring equipment and even 
more planning. Also, multiple strobe 
systems may not work in tight areas 
because the strobe arms cannot be 
extended properly. The diver may wish 
to have his buddy carry and position 
the secondary slave strobe in order to 
achieve results in tight places. 

- High-flow areas: These areas may 
require modifying techniques, such as 
allowing the diver without the camera 
to lead the dive. The lead diver can 
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actually deflect part of a 
strong current, but the pho- 
tographer will have to stay 
close behind to take advantage 
of the flow deflection. 

- Primary light: Once inside 
the cave, it will be necessary to 
swim with a light and camera 
system at the same time. At- 
taching a primary light to the 
camera system or using a 
“Goodman-style handle” (al- 
lowing the diver to hold both 
the light and the camera at the 
same time) is a good idea. 

¢ Sidemount diving: In this 
situation, the tanks are moved 
from the diver’s back and are 
mounted alongside the body. 
Air management is even more 
critical since the entire air sup- 
ply is not accessible from one 
regulator. This type of diving 
will require multiple regulator 
exchanges during the dive, 
which means losing the use of one 
hand during those times. (This config- 


With one hand on the anchor line, tek 
photographers can find themselves 
grappling with bulky camera systems. 





graphers in a wreck diving situation 
should consider the following: 


be free so that the power inflator 
can be manipulated. 

¢ Drysuits: It may also be neces- 
sary to access drysuit valves to 
prevent over- or under-inflation. 
Wrist mounting the computer is 
one solution. Hold the 
anchor line with the same hand to 
which the computer is attached, 
allowing the opposite hand the 
freedom to clip off the camera and 
then perform computer or regula- 
tor changes. 

- Housed systems: These 
systems are bulkier to work 
with in the water and create 
more drag, therefore more 
fatigue. Aluminum housings 
tend to have deeper working 
ranges than plastic housings. 
However, metal housings can 
have problems with fogging 
when encountering drastic 
temperature changes. Using a 
desiccant to absorb moisture or 
cooling the housing down prior to 
submersion can alleviate this prob- 





uration is considered extreme and 
should not be attempted without 
proper training.) Placement of camera 
lanyards must not interfere with regu- 
lator access. In this case, it may be best 
to dispense with any lanyards to avoid 
entanglement with regulator hoses. 

* Deco bottles: Most cave divers leave 
the “deco” bottles at the cave entrance 
where decompression stops will be 
done. Some buddy teams work with 
the photographer, allowing his buddy 
to carry the deco gas into the cave, 
while he manages the camera system. 
It is the photographer’s responsibility 
to ensure that his deco bottle is placed 
properly and secured. 


Wreck Diving 

Exploring shipwrecks in deeper 
water for longer periods of time has 
become commonplace for the 
advanced wreck fraternity. Tek photo- 
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* Gloves: Gloves hinder movement 
and dexterity. 

* Buoyancy: Unlike cave divers that 
more often than not can put a camera 
down to free up both hands, wreck 
divers will be hanging in open water 
and may have to stay close to or hold 
onto the anchor line while maintain- 
ing neutral buoyancy. Wrist lanyards 
can be uncomfortable because the 
extra weight or drag on the arm can be 
fatiguing or interfere with gear 
management. Computers that require 
manual changes may be difficult to 
work with unless the camera system is 
“clipped” off to allow the use of both 
hands. Accessing a second regulator 
with one hand holding the anchor line 
and a camera interfering with the 
other can turn into a nightmare. 
Remember, in this situation, neutral 
buoyancy will be important to main- 
tain depth. The left hand will need to 


lem. It is best to check with the 
manufacturer for the maximum 
working depth of the equipment. 

- Gear handling systems: Systems for 
handling gear are available with 
retractable lanyards. These gadgets 
work well since the lanyard can be 
locked into a preset length or set to re- 
tract. The camera can hang in front of 
the diver and both hands will be free. 
This will allow full access to all valves 
with either hand. The attachment clip 
should be a quick-release style. 


That's a Handful 

This probably sounds like a lot of 
work...well, youre right, it is! This is 
the reason that any dive of this nature 
should be pre-dived, planned out and 
discussed. Work as a team to achieve 
the best results, but if you don’t know 


the dive or the gear, leave the camera 
behind! == 









, HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK 
At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news 
s and information from our advertisers 
instantly—and it’s FREE. Skin Diver Link 
_ *F* allows you to contact advertisers directly, 
<t_. then it sends back their information via e- 
‘ee mail. It’s that easy! 


© To access the Skin Diver Link system, 
- simply go to 


ry 
wth www.skin-diver.com 


Ue and click the Skin Diver Link button 
, on the top right corner of the screen. 
i To receive instant info: 
e = 1) Enter your contact information. 
me 2) Select an advertiser. 
ee 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO 
a 2 = =—- REQUEST button. 
Fae If you don’t have web access, 
BS just call toll free (888) 353-3483, ask 
| for Skin Diver Link and a friendly 
| operator will assist you. Thanks! 
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BLACKBEARD CRUISES ............. 47 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING .......eeeeeees 39 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING uu... 83 
BRAC REEF & LITTLE CAYMAN ...... 
BEACH RESO i ccceceesscenns 39 
CAPT. DON’S CAYMAN DIVER .. 36 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES ........ y | 
CAYMAN AIRWAYS. .......---..eeceees 38 
COBALT COAST RESORT & .......04.. 
1) Sa BN ieee vere eer 41 


DIVE TECH GRAND CAYMAN.... 41 
DON FOSTERS’ DIVE CAYMAN 39 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE.... 36 
PRINTAST ASLANDD vncosccaccssresiviesss 56 
PISTIEYE sasilcccccccocectscevisesseeenseeses 36 


) FREE 


“en eDIVE INFO 
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1\\— Wa bu ou LL 
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Service 
No. 





Advertiser Page 


Number 


GREAT SOUTHERN TRAVEL........ 74 
HOLIDAY INN GRAND CAYMAN 40 
ISLAND DREAMS TRAVEL ___.... 12* 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU ......... 45 
LOS_CABOS DIVE FIESTA ..._...... 13 
MANTA RAY BAY/YAP DIVERS.... 90 
MAUI DIVE SHOP ........ 16" 
MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS.. 92 
NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEAS 


PO VEINTULIRES © cis csccvsazcccosivaaseatess 49 
COCPAN DIVERS? co nscocnaikesocsisccans 68 
COGEAN REEF ChB is scscscacctcesnsscce 60 
OCUITPOSTRAVED oi svesescoes 9* 
PETER HUGHES DIVING ............. 3 
PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE ......... iP 
RED) SATE SPORTS ...cccccccosscesssse 40 
ROATAN CHARTERS ...........00000e 57 
AGN 9 ee ner 92 
SCUBA BIMINI DIVE CENTER......49 
SEA DVVEULERS:.<c.--ocsccsncvcevicas 69 
STAVP-N ae D) AVA @) J ol. ¢- VO) AO) 
157: 1 DO O7:\'4,9, | 38 
SOUTHPOINT DIVERS ............. 69 
STUART COVE’S DIVE 

SOU OG BAIN] ci saydokbccunshascutess 21 
SUNSET THOUISE soo ese at 
SUNSHINE SUITES HOTEL ....... 3 
TRADERS RIDGE RESORT .... ... 93 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS... ... 36 
TRE SEO os ee: 93 
ULTIMATE DIVE TRAVEL ...... ... 82 
VAV/:N <4 ola YY MO) | DB) ol), 
PLIVEN PORES cecal veceesarsvvssiecdihc 49 
DANN DI OM CIN] D) al.) 2, oe 
PAV EIN URES ocasoceacectasmetecseciess 49 


TRAVEL GUIDE 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING .......97-100 
BON VOYAGE TOURS ........... 101 
LITTLE CAYMAN AND BRAC REEF .. 
BEACH RESORT v.scssssessesssesessen 101 
PROSCUBA, ciesciuhervissatincsos 101 
TF, Cemree Over emer 0 Oe 96 
MARKETPLACE 
ADORAMA......cessssseprecsssveeesssee 111 
ADORAMA .ecsssssses jsssceesesssssee 114 
ADORAMA ...scccsssos cssssee 116-117 
ARMISTOYS <>.5, sees clociivessreries ILE: 
AQUACOLUOKR....... 115 
ROUAVIN stiitesscovnses lichitarses nan V9 
BERGER BROS 0... sssssssees ee: 110 
B & H PHOTO we... ecsssssee cee 113 
CENTRAL SKIN DIVER sce... 118 
DIVE GODDESS .......20200s00. 0000 110 
DIVER SUPPLY OF MACON......112 
MARINE CAMERA .. ..essssssesesess 119 
NALPAK SALES ....0.. -seseesssseeeees 119 
PETER HUGHES ..... ssssssseseesen 110 
DES sc castor tditen Sanaa 114 
SCUBARADIO......... .sescesseseeees 118 
SILENT WORLD oo. secsssseeee 19 
SOUTH NIKONOS SERVICE 
GENER Oost? 110 
ULTRALIGHT CONTROL.......... 119 
UNDERWATER PHOTO TECH.... 114 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA ........ 
PRESS cscs Oe fae toratanics 


* Advertisers in regional Pacific Diver section. 
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ON: D282 NE ToD ER E-C.T OR Y 


V DIVE ACCESSORIES 
AQUA ANGEL 


http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


V DIVE EQUIPMENT 
ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 
APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

BERRY SCUBA CO. 
http://www.BerryScuba.com 
e-mail: Berry@xnet.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 
e-mail: experts@diversdirect 
DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PACIFICO BUCEO 
http://www.pacificobuceo.com 
e-mail: sales@pacificobuceo.com 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 
RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http:/Awww.stempelprofi.com 
e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 
http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto. fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 


http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


V GUIDES/PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 

e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www. idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 


http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


108 www.skin-diver.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see your listing on the 
web: www.skin-diver.com (see Services, Directories, Internet). 
For more info call Vivian at (323) 782-2778 ¢ 12 issues: $477 


_ Vv MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 


_ http://www.keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 


_ RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS& 
_ SALES 

_ gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


| V PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 


_ http:/Avww.armatos.com 
 €-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


_ BERGER BROS. 


http://www. berger-bros.com 


e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 


CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 


_ http:/Avww.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 


| CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 
_ LERIES http://www.cathychurch.com 
— e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 


http://www.fisheye.com 
e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 


7 NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 

_ http:/Avww.nikonosrepair.com 

- e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
_ SEALIFE 

_ http:/Avww.pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
_ UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 

__ http:/Avww.uwphoto.com 

_ @-mail: info@uwphoto.com 

 WALINDI PHOTO BOUTIQUE | 
: http:/Awww.walindi.com/WalindiPhoto/Boutique.htm! 
e-mail: tammy@walindi.com 


| VW TECHNICAL 


_ DIVE INC. 
~ http:/Avww.diveincny.com 


e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


Vv TRADE SHOWS 
_ OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 


 http:/Avww.ourworldunderwater.com 
~ e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


| V TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 

- DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
 http:/Awww.diversunlimited.com 

| e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 

- DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
~ http://www.hallsdiving.com 

| e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 

- FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 

~ http://Avwww.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 


— PDIC 


http://www.pdic-intl.com 


e-mail: info@pdic.com 


_ WV TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
_ http://www.aggressor.com or 


e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


~ AQUANAUTS GRENADA 


http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 


e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 


AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 


http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 


e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 


BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 


: e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 


BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 


e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.be.ca 


BIMINI UNDERSEA 
http://www. biminiundersea.com 


| e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
- BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 


http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 


BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 


_ e-mail: westend@postnet.com 


| BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 

_ http://www.bonbinidivers.com 

3 e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
- BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
_ http:/Avww.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
_ BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 

— http:/Avww.braclittle.com 
e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 


CANE BAY DIVE SHOP 
http://www. visitstcroix.com/canebay 


e-mail: canebay@viaccess.net 
_ CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 


http://www.caradonna.com 


e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 


CARIB SANDS 


e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 


CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
 http://www.caymandiver.ky/. 


e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 


| CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
 http:/Awww.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 


CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
— http://www.chubcaydive.com 


| CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
_ http:/Awww.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
» e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


_ CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
. http://www.coralhotels.com 

| DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 

_ http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 

- e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

_ DIVE PARADISE 

__ http://www.diveparadise.com 

- e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 


DISCOVER BONAIRE 


__ http:/Awww.discoverbonaire.com 
- e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 


| DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
— e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 


| DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
_ http://www.donfosters.com 


e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 


| EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 

| e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 

_ http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.htm| 
! e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

_ GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 

_ http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
_ e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 

_ GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 

_ http://www.aquatrek.com 

_ e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
| http://www.gti.net/hightide 

_ e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 

| INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 

_ e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
_ ISLAND DREAMS 

_ http://www.islandream.com 

_ e-mail: info@islandream.com 

_ JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FlJI ISLAND 
_ RESORT 

| http:/Awww.jmcfir.com 

_ e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 

_ http://www.lajollacove.com 

: e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
_ http:/Avww.braclittle.com 

- e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 

_ LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 

| http://www.lookoutlodge.com 

_ e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 

_ MAUI DIVE SHOP 

| http:/Awww.mauidiveshop.com 

| e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 

_ NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
- e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

_ NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 

| http://www.nektoncruises.com 

: e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 

_ PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

_ e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 

| PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
_ PUNTA CANA BEACH 

| http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
_ RED SAIL SPORTS 

| http:/Awww.redsail.com 

| e-mail: info@redsail.com 

_ REEF HOUSE RESORT 

| http://www. reefhouseresort.com 

_ e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 

_ RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

| RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 

_ e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

_ SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 

_ http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
_ SCUBA NETWORK 

_ www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 

_ SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 

| SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http:/Awww.seafever.com 

_ e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 





SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://Awww.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


Vv TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 
AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 

DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 

e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 

DIVE TOURS 

http://Awww.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 

LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www.landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www. reefrainforest.com 

e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the cover of 
the December 2001 issue of Skin Diver Magazine!* 


If you’ve ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is your 
chance to seeit happen. 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 35mm 


slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. DEADLINE 
FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin Diver 
will select five finalist images. These images will be posted on Skin 
Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers will help select 
the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in the December 2001 
issue. 


RATE MOADNE + DIOMEER 34 
E WORLDS MOST BEAD SCUBA DING AND SHORHELNG BUCADNE 


DO hulem esis 
WAR TORN 
PACIFIC 


DUTCH TREATS |. 


a ie eed 


af ORLD WITH STEVE 7 
AROUND THE WORLD Wi : WWM 
33 


BEWARE THE LOWEY MOSQUITO ama 3 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos will 
not be returned).Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries 
submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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= FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
: CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 





“= ‘ Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
’ questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
en s Our assistance is always FREE... 
_ ‘ py 
‘ ™ Bob Warkentin’s 


Dynamite 


WOOPS! 
WHAT DO1D0 YF" SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
} SERVICE CENTER, 
INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 
77080 
’ . go. (713) 462-5436 
F d ESS SS Fax: (713) 462-5449 


te, ) .@ [ ah 


at 





Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your 
equipment to explain (& try to prevent) your 
“human mistakes” (Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
e SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL 
Nikonos Products (old or new). Nothing else! « 
Over 200,000 Nikonos parts in inventory to provide 
a 2-3 work day turn-around. ¢ All replaced parts are 
returned as “trophies” of your mistakes for your 
“education.” (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain’t just a land camera, it’s DIVE 


QUIPMENT! So remember, “When it’s time to service 
your regulator, it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 


The International Service World of 


—— SOUTHERN NIKONOS —— 
We’re as close as your post office. 


www.southern-nikonos.com 


aa Ac hace (elele(--t-Maelag 


Dynamite Skins! * Uniquely HOT! 
How to look HOT even though your equipment 


is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


Q9e/CaWeW .UuqUNG 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 
Web Catalog: .divegoddess.com @ E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 
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“Peter Hughes, 

Peter Hughes 

Diving, Dive Easy 

Travel and Work 

Hard, Dive Easy 

ee Core names, desig- 

nations and marks of Peter Hughes 
Diving, Inc. Peter Hughes is a living 
individual whose consent is of 
record. Said names, designations 
and marks may not be used, 
licensed, advertised, distributed, 
marketed and/or promoted by any 
others without the express, written 
permission of Peter Hughes Diving, 
Inc. There are no relationships, 
affiliations, partnerships, connections 
or nexus between DIVI Resorts and 
Peter Hughes, Peter Hughes Diving, 
Inc., Dive Easy Travel and/or 
Work Hard, Dive Easy.” 


We Don't Just Stock It...We Dive With It! 
EKGEK BROS. 


IKELITE LIGHT & MOTION 
Motor — . Sony PC-100 i TETRA 


Marine a> | | with optional 
I-EX 4 Pro Video-Lite 


: Strobes & : 
:Accessonies: = wyay_49 


: Available } > 
:  ForAll i Housing For OLYMPUS 


i Sea & Sea! a Are, C-3030 *C-3000 
: Products : _ C-2020 *C-2000 


Ap reseceenatsannaceseesaauna 





AMPHIBICO GATES OCEAN IMAGES 


Navigator 900 Housing Housing for Dolphin Pro Housing 
Canon XL-1 is 





5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / FL 33014 
305-669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 


800-262-4160 (NYS) 631-264-4160 FAX: 631-264-1007 = agp lariat ae 


www.berger-bros.com e-mail: dancer @ peterhughes.com 














www.tersurep 


At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here’s how it works. Find any 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we will 
beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 






© Photo By: Rick Sammon 





Become a PADI Instructor Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 


*/ Palm Bch. JFL Atlanta, GA 


Padi 877-348-3972 770-939-348 TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) 


Free Job Placement! 


ar 


, Auimerica'’s ‘Di vir =3 \ Head iia rteoars 


World’s Largest Diving Dealer 
Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order cente 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vende 








DIPICIAYIEW s91uquiys 


Exclusivley from Divers Supply 


OTTE- TIT gM CT=¥- Va 


ee 















Margecet Pivin 
PUP MClo* Lau Brion * 





1g Dealer 


$Trenty* Dervice 





Lionel 2 


Online,instore or Mail-Order 


Order Our Free Color Catalog or Visit our Web Site 
1-800-999-DIVE (3483) or www.divers-supply.com 


save 10% using our Coupon below 


Ask for your Retail Locations: 
FREE Free Color Catalog 5 | ee ae, 800-999-3483 
1-800-999-3483 ietta, GA... 770-419-1976 
OFFER ile, GA... 770-939-3483 
Charlotte, N.C............. 704-525-0045 
Jacksonville, FL.......... 904-646-3828 
oO inesville, FL............ 352-332-4141 
Oo 7, reer 813-885-1717 
b Ph, verte tata! 561-848-1883 
Coupon Code:SD0601 Visit our Web Site: 
Available: www.divers-supply.com 
Online, In Store or by Phone 


Norld’s Largest Diving Dealer 









Call 1-800-Q99-DiVE (2463) ar Order Online at www.divers-supply.com 















= ee 


~~ < 1. Wd 
: : a : 
SEACSEA a beeabs = enarsenn Set Off i Divers Supply 
ow islander CITIZEN ations lowes prices by using the Call 800-999-DIVE(3483) 


WW BBtellicer ikélite mh | coupon code provided above To place your order today. 
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ARMATO’S 


1-800-520-5012 


Allows the LCD 
screen to be 
opened 
5 underwater 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 


inDiver marketplace 


For Sony PC-100 For the Son 
works with screen DCR PC 10 


LIGHT & MOTION TETRA 


For the Olympus 
Digital Series 
. oe 
We stock 
Olympus 
Digital 
Cameras. 


soPiete rate Nigga 





ia 


Fits Most 
Sony 


* Me sobiale | % : r ! ‘ ) : | ; J “ | Camcorders 
“www. bhphotovideo.com - >. 


_ 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 


Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 Ss 


closed Sat & Sun We 
http://www.armatos.com 


E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 














ORDER TOLL FREE « USA @ CANADA 


ORDERS & INFORMATION 


212-741-0052 


FAX # 212-463-7223 
Email: info@AdoramaCamera.com 
Customer Relations: 


800-815-0702 
212-741-0466 
Mon-Thur. 9:00-4:30, FRITO 1:00, EST 


42 West 18th Street « New York, NY 10011 


MAIL ORDER HOURS: MON-THURS. 9 TILL 9:30 PM EST, FRI. 9-1:30 ¢ SUNDAY 9:30-6 
STORE HOURS: MON.-THURS. 9-7pm e FRI TO 1:30 ¢ SUN 9:30-5:45 


BONA 


AQUATICA 


KES 


Aqua ae 3 
includes a roll of film 
Aqua Shot 3E 


Aqua Shot 3E 
with Fuji Camera 


AQUASHOT 3 OUTFIT 


Includes: Aquashot 3, Macro Kit, 


Case and 
Substrobe AQ/S 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N60, 70, N9OS. 
f/Nikon F100 
f/Nikon CoolPix 950 
f/Canon EOS Rebel 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
f/most Sony & JVC Housings .. 
Video Light 45 NiCad 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe S. 
Substrobe 50 
Substrobe 50 (TT 
Substrobe 100A TT 


automatic, uses 

35mm regular film 

and operates down 

to 150’ Simple to use, 
inexpensive and yet producing 
sharp and colorful pictures 


Snapper Outfit 


with Strobe, 
Close-Up Kit 
and Strobe 


REEFMASTER Auto 
Underwater Dive Camera 


elite Fully ) cea % 


MX10 w/Flash kit 

W.A. 20mm Conv. lens 
Macro Lens 

Close Up Lens... 

Color Correction filler 
Lens Caddy f/MX-10 .... 


AQUA LENS 


SPECIAL 


CLOSEOUT OFFER 
#18440 Macro Port. 
#18483 6” Wide Dome Shade . 
#18776 Moisture Alarm 90SX 
#18454 Port Extension 
#18612 Aperture Gear 


$/4y BO: QOSKhact. 


NIKONOS-V 


Nikonos V Body with 
Adorama Warranty ... 

Nikonos V USA 

Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Adorama Warranty ... 

Nikonos V USA w/35/2. 

Ador. 

15/2.8 UW Lens . 

20/2.8 UW Lens . 

28/3.5 UW Lens e 

35/2.5 UW Lens 

80/4 UW Lens 

28mm UW Finder 


at tev \ 


2y1 uO 





* Fully automatic 35mm camera 


* f:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 35 & 80mm UW Finder..... 


Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 


GIC|CLAYICW sui 


Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 
Remote TTL Slave 


4081 Quick Handle 
Quick Grip li. 
Macro Mount 
Macro Arm 


SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 

Consists of choice of UW 

Strobe, New Tray & Handle 

Rapid Advance, 
(NiCad & Smart Charger 

w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Syne Cord 

& Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit . 
#3946.58 #400 Kit .. 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro C 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 
Bracket & Srobe Arm Il 


Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite Housings: 


consists of choice of Substrobe with 
Smart charger, Quick Grip Arm, TTL 
Cord, & Pelican Case 


* to 50 meter depth 

3X Mcaro Close-Up Lens .. 
SL-960 External Flash Kit 
Sealife Skin Diver 


100 Epoque 


Automatic 
35mm, 
150 ft. 
depth, 
fare | 
Advance 
with ve 
Flash 


Epoque Outfit w/Flesh . 
Close Up Lens... 


IKELITE 


DIVING LIGHTS 
Sata-Lite Straight Cord 
SataLite Coiled Cor 
Mini C Mark... 
RIGID. Se 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts. 
Modular Super Lite .... 
Other Ikelite Accs ... 


Motor Marine II EX 


MM II EX Kit w/YS-60... 
Ikelite YS50 Strobe Kit. 
16mm Conversion Lens .. 
20mm Conversion Lens 
Macro Lens 1:3........ec00 
Macro Lens 1:2..... 


Lens Caddy.... 


CLOSE OUT 


CANON U/W HOUSINGS 
CE-05 f/A2,A2E 
CE-RX f/Reble X,G 


ewa-marine 


MASTER SERIES 
UAX same as UA w/flash ... 
UA-XP Deep Sea... 
Moisture Muncher 
Hurricane Hood 


DF-10 Finder for 80mm 
(Above Water) 
DF-11 


SB 105 Complete (USA) 
SB 105 Complete 

(Adorama Warranty) .... 
SB 105 Flash Head... 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) . 
SC-100 Double Cord.... 
Double Bracket 


Watertight Body Cap 
for Nikonos... 
Close-Up Kit w/ 
Lens Hood & Filter Ho 
O-Ring Set 
ACCS. for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 


UW Light Meters 
Sekonic L-164C UW Meter 
Ikelite UW Meter. 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS Accs 


12/3.5 Lens w/Viewfinder.... 
15/3.5 Lens 

16/5.6 Conv Lens 
20/3.5w/Case.. 

Optical Viewfinde 

High Eyepoint fndr 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 


Watertight Cases : PI ! . h 


Inner Foam Waterproof, Unbreakable 
Dimensions Version inner sTD with 
613 13x9x6" . Dimensions Version _ Dividers 


518 18x13x5" #1200 -9.5 x7.5x4.5" 
718 18x1i3x7" #1300 -9.5 x7.5x7" 
821 21x13x8" #1400 -12.3 x9.3x5.3" 


822 21x18x8" #1450 -15 x10.5x6" 
827 #1500 -18 x11.7x6.5" 


New YS-30 TTL Aas! 
YS-120 TTL Strobe ... 
YS350 TTL Strobe ... 
UW FILTERS 
Available for Blue or Green Waters 


Unedrewater 


Video Housings 
VST f/Sony TRS .... 





- Video Cape arg 
F/OTHER MODELS... 


ry 


SEAL-TIGHT 


Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5”).... 
XLarge (19x15x9”) 


#1520 -18 x13x6.75"° 
#1526 Combo Case 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag 
#1550 -19 x14x7.7" 
#1600 -22x17x8" 
#1650 -28x18x10.5" 


Available for Green 


& Blue Water 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
SPK- Sports Housing 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Li 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light 


We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 


#1750 -50x13.5x5" 
x13.5x sss OOMM:. PLEASE CALL FOR PRICES 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS: We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must a imprinted on check, also include acids phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's 
license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. 
We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand 
dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA # 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. 
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U/W PHOTO-TECH CARIBBEAN 
S F A & S c A 599-9-562-9774 + Fax 599-9-747-2961 
me E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobal.net 
NIKONOS —ae*¥%, 
# 


REPAIRS AND SALES = es ie vibe 
FCUSTOMHOUSING 3 8 prooucts 
PACKAGES DESIGNED 2a * cans 


U/W PHOTO-TECH USA 


hoto.com 


603-432-1997 + Fax 603-432-4702 
E-mail sales@uwphoto.com 


Skin Diver 


dive right in 


TAKE GREAT 
UNDERWATER 
PHOTOS & VIDEOS 





JUST FOR YOU 
PHOTO TRIPS AND WWW.UW 


am ACCESSORIES 





ewa-marine 
underwater & splash housings 
For details and dealer name 


800-519-0022 
R.T.S. Inc. Deer Park, NY 11729 
www.RTSphoto.com « rtsinc@erols.com 











Skin Diver 


READER SERVICES 


MOVING? 


Please give us 6-8 weeks notice. 
Fill in the form below or attach the 
mailing label from a current issue: 


| Please change my address from: 
OLD ADDRESS 


Name 

Street Address 

City 

State Zip 


FILL IN NEW ADDRESS BELOW: 


Name 


Street Address 


City 


State Zip 


NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
OR RENEWAL? 


__] New Subscription 
| Renewal Subscription 


Please send me 1 year of 
Skin Diver for just $11.97. 


C] Please bill me later. 
[_] Check enclosed. 


Name 


Street Address 
City 


State 


UNLISTING SERVICE? 


Skin Diver sometimes makes available 
to other publications and carefully 
screened companies the names of its 
subscribers. If you do not wish to receive 
these selected mailings, please check the 
box below and fill out your name and 
address in the form above. 


LJ Please do not make my name available 
to others. (Either attach your mailing label 
or write in your name and address above.) 


Mail entire form to: 


Skin Diver 


P.O. Box 51473 
Boulder, CO 80322-1473 


& ; 
ei 


www.aquacolor.com. 


Skin Diver 


Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the 
cover of the December 2001 issue of 
Skin Diver Magazine!* 


If you’ve ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is 
your chance to see it happen. 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 
35mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY |5, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin 
Diver will select five finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers 
will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in 
the December 2001 issue. 

*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos 


will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. 
Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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{ > HARVEY'S % TUSA “> SHERWOOD % OCEANIC «> BEUCHAT «> DACOR «> US DIVERS % HENDERSON “ MARES « ORCA * OCEAN REEF «> DIVE-RITE % 


7 


te 


42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUNDAY 10-5 
¢ MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6:30pm 
¢ FRIDAY 9-12:45 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9:30 PM 


CUSTOMER SERVICE: 212-645-1234 
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:30 - 4:30 
CLOSED SUNDAY & FRIDAY 


SEAQUEST ~ SCUBA-PRO “> BLUE REEF % BARE > GENESIS “ JBL 


“> FORCE FIN ~ ARMOR “ DEEP SEE «> CETIACEA «> UWATEC “> POSEIDON + PELICAN «* COCHRAN « CITIZEN * DURA BAGS % INNOVATIVE «> IST % J.W. FISHER < OCEAN GUIDE + NITE RIDER % OCEANMASTER 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


SAILOR PACKAGE LIEUTENANT 
DACOR BCD PACKAGE 


* Genesis Regulator BCD ¢ Genesis Regulator 
e Genesis Console Double Gauge 


* Regulator Bag Genesis Octopus 
for Octopus add $44.95 Hose Protector 


ECH PRO PACKAG 


e TUSA PRO BCD 
¢ AJD 400 Reg. 
e 690 - Console 
e 400 - Octopus 
e LR Duffle Bag Free Regulator Bag 


LADIES DIVING 
PACKAGE 


e Genesis Athena BC 
e Regulator « Console 
e Octopus 
Free Regulator Bag & Dive Light 


TUSA PACKAGE #2 
e Liberator BCD ¢ TR-350 Regulator 
e SCA 720 Console 
e SS-350 Octopus 
e Free Regulator Bag 


VACATION PACKAGE 
e Regulator 
¢ Console 
e eh ell ate 


TUSA PACKAGE # 
¢ TR-390 Regulator 


e $S-350 Octopus 
¢ SCA-690 Console 


Free Regulator Bag 


WET SUIT OUTFIT 


* 6.5mm Semi Dry or 1/4” Wet 
Parmer John and Jacket 
e 5.mm Plush Hood 
e 5.mm Boot with Zipper 
¢5.mm Glove 
e Free Wet Suit Shampoo 


COLONEL PACKAGE 
e 4 GAUGE CONSOLE ¢ Oct Holder 
¢ Save-aDive Kit e Gauge Holder 
e Marking Pen ¢ Hose Protectors 
e Regulator Bag ¢ SS Dive Knife 
e Diver's Light e FREE Large Duffel Bag 
e Log Book ¢ Dive Mask ¢ WT Be’ 


e B.C.D.-— Tusa, Dacor 
Blue reef 

¢ OCTOPUS 

¢ REGULATOR -— Scuba 
Pro, Dacor, Tusa, 
Genesis 


Dive Rite Transpac Ii System 


With Travel : ; with Super 
Wings @ with Rec Wings @ Wings 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 


PACKAGE 


DELUXE 
PACKAGE 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 
RT MER ee 


°Classic Expedition e Chute 1 & 2 # Alcyone ¢ Cruise °e Cayman 
° Classic SSJ ¢ Oceanpro 5K *« Cousteau ¢ Elan ° Phantom 
°e Venus © Flex @ Isla e Sea Master ° Athena 


MARES DACOR TUSA Oo SEAQUEST 


e Sycro Club/Tech e Nautica WD ¢ Librator 2 - Sepectunn ra aes tacos 
° Vector 1000/XK ° Extremelle ° Imprex / Pro + Olive ° Cuiagaray 


° Black Diamond 
© Frontier X/XK ° Rig ¢ Flyt Pak © imprex BB ¢ Predator ¢ Balance 


REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


a ee 


°¢ VALOR ° Extreme Plus ° Akros ° Nikos ° Delta il 
° AXIS * Extreme ¢ Enduro © Voltrex « Abyss ° Omega Il 
¢ ORIGIN ¢ Quantum ¢ Titanium ¢ Alpha Sport 


SCUBAPRO SUTTER 


¢ MK10 ¢ MK20 ° Brut « Magnum ° Imprex * Arctic « Sea 4 
¢MK20 UL ¢D-400 ° Oasis H ° Imprex Il eAquarius °Micrat+ 
°G250/500 ¢ Maximus ¢ Imprex AD2 ¢ Impulse 


DIVE COMPUTERS 


Re BS CSS 


e Resource Nitrox e Matrix ¢ Aladin Pro 
e Resource « Scan 45 e Aladin Alr 


¢ Aladin Sport ° Spyder 
e Escort © Aladin Air X « Solution Nitrox 


COTLTCY RT) 


« Commander *Quantom Loop 
¢ Nemesis ¢ EDI-Pro ¢Extrem Access 


¢ Captain *Omni Pro 


COMBINATION POWER INFLATOR & OCTOPUS 


¢ Scubapro Air 2 * TUSA I-R 3 
* Sequest Air Source 
¢ Beuchat Venturi + 


t Leisure-Pro, we guarantee 
that you will pay the lowest 
price in the nation on every item 
we sell. Here’s how it works. Find 
any identical item priced lower at 
any Dealer in the country and we 
will beat that price by an addition- 
al 5%. Competitor must have item 
in stock, including size, color and 
same year model, at the time of purchase. 
Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and liquidations. 


CONSOLES & GAUGES 


* Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon / Compass ¢ TUSA SCA/690 2 Guage w/Compass on the Back 
* Genesis Combo Gauge 200' ¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage PS! Depth 

* Pressure Gauge ONLY ¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2 

* Dacor Endura Console w/Compass 

* TUSA SCA/760 Console w/Compass 

* TUSA SCA/260 Imprex Pressure Gauge ¢ Sherwood CNC-3/2 Gauge Console 

* TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass ¢ Sherwood CNC-3/3 Gauge Console 


DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 


OCITIZEN 


SUUNTO 
© EON Lux 
¢ Datatrans ¢ Favor Air 
e Datatrans 
Plus 
° Prodigy 
e Data 100 


° Data Plus ¢ 1Q-400 Wrist 


SEIKO 
SCUBAMASTER 


e Silicone Flex 
Snorkel 
e Open Heel Fins 
e Silicone Mask 


e Full Foot Fins 

e Low Volume 
Mask 

Silicone Snorkel 


* Semi Dry Flex 
Snorkel 
¢ Open Heel Fins 
e 4 Window Mask 


ee Blue Reef 


Titanium Cold Water Hood....... 6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 
Titanium Cold Water Hood w/zipper 6.5mm Royal Wetsuit 


Cold Water Hood 
Cold Water Hood w/zipper .. 3mm Royal Wetsuit 
Titanium 7mm jumpsuit 


poe ay on oe 
qua Capsure Dry Hoo : 
Aqua Capsure Dry Hood we end % 5/4/3 Full Suit 
Titanium Aqua Capsure Dry Hood = 2mm Shorty 
Titanium Aqua Capsure Dry Hd W/Zip. ...........ssccceseseeeeeee 3mm Shorty 
Tropical 3.mm Hood 2mm Jumpsuit 
Titanium Toaster 6.5 Suit 3 J it 
Titanium Toaster 4.7 Suit mm Jumpsur 
7.mm Semi Dry Suit 6.5mm Hood 
Lia 7 gle ae “4p 5 6.5mm Hood w/Zipper 
itanium mm Jump Suit itani 
Titanium 6.5mm Jump Suit Titanium 6.5mm Hood 
Action 3.mm Jump Suit 
Polar Fleece 2nd Skin 
Titanium Hooded Vest 
Titanium 6.5 Boot 


Henderson 


5.mm Farmer John/Jacket Gold Core Wetsuit 
7.mm Farmer John/Jacket Gold Core Wetsuit 
3mm Jumpsuit 3mm Shorty 
6.5mm Gold Hood 

7.mm Gold Zipper Boot 

6.5mm Gold Velcro Glove 

2.mm Octotropic Boot 

Polartec® Suits 


3mm Neoprene Glove 
5mm Glove 

5mm Boots 

3 Finger Dry Mitt Glove 
Polartec® Suit 


Lycra Skins 
Snorkel Vest 


Hyper Aqualand wiinterface 
Aqualand Pro, ........ssssecsecseererseses 
Aqualand Il, 

SolarTech 180 

Aqualand Duplex 


= 


Blue angeles Navihawk 
200M Titanium 


= 2ekel Coa 


BOOKS 
Diving Snorkeling Baja Califomia 
Carbbean Reef Eo 
Guide To Jamaica 
Diving Snorkeling Papua 

New Guinea 


Beyond Sport Diving 
Best Diving Snorkeling 
Adventures 


Guide To Shipwrecks N. Carolina 
Guide To Seychelles 
Guide To Vanatu 


Diving Offshore Califomia 


“Dive Sites” of Indonesia Dest Voyages 


(2 Centuries Of Shipwreck) 
New England Legacy 

of Shipwrecks 
Technical Diver Encyclopedia 
Nitrox for Cave Divers... 
Nitrox for Wreck Divers 


wad cgdlgee te ng Nitrox Dive Master Tech M 


“Dive Stes” of South Africa 
Essentials Of Deeper 
Sport Diving Guide 


Encyclopedia Of U/W 
Investingations 

Guide To British Virgin Islands 

Diving Snorkeling Bermuda 


10% off with purchase of any 3 Books or Videos 


. Scuba Tune Up 


FREESTYLE 
Hammerhead Men’s 
DEP 610 Stainless Steel ... 
DEP 700 Titanium Case 


D VIDEOS 


VIDEOS 
Rescue Diver PADI 
Night Diving PADI 
Enriched Air Diver PADI... 
Deep Diver PADI 
UW Photo PADI 
Law & Diving Prof. 
From Sky to Sea 
The Diana Advent. .........:ccccceeseee 
Fishwatching 
Battles of Pensacola 
Sea Shadows 
Diving Off the Beaten Tracks 
Guide to Watching Fishes 
Guide to Wisconsin 


Art of Spearfishing 
U/W Navigation Padi 
The Best of San Diego 
UW Video Basics 
Guide to U/W Video .. 
Proper Dry Suit Dress.... vr 
Water Toys & Dive Buddies. ............0066 
Blackwater Conpingency 
Blue Water Hunters 
Best Of Caribbean 
Leam Snorkeling 
Cathy Church U/W 
Photo Clinic 


Fishes With Name Like 
Introduction To Tech Diving 
Reef Creature /Coral 
Wreck Valley by Dan Berg .... 
ReefFish Identification... 
Ocean Life Mulitimedia 
Encyclopedia 
Sea Wolff Dive Log 


PADI CD ROM 


Open Water 
Encyclopedia 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 





TUSA MASK 


FORCE 


* Original 


e FINS 
U.S. DIVERS 


MASKS 
Scan Tri View 
Look Split Lens 
Hawaii 1 


SNORKELS 
Impulse 2 
Flex Impulse 2 


OCEAN MASTER 


Dry Snorkel 2000... 
MASKS with Purge 
Equalizer Z2 


e Pro 


e Tan Delta « Extra Force 


GENESIS 


MASKS 
Genesis SL 
SNORKEL 
Mojave Dry 


Aquaflex 


SEA QUEST 


Idea 3 Fins 
Idea Mask 


Classic 
Gauge Reader Mask 


Equalizer Pro Vision 
Equalizer 1 
Equalizer View 3 


SCUBA PRO 


MASKS 
Microframe 
Tri Vent 


SNORKELS 
Twin Valve 
N 


Gorilla Sea Wing 
Classic Sea Wing 


XQ Sea Wing : 
FreeDiving Fin 
Full Foot 


e SNORKELS 


DACOR 


MASKS 


Quantum w/Purge 
Integra 4 Window 
Integra 4 Window QL 
Integra DL Tri Vista 
Pursuit SL i 
Pursuit DL 


Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin Pursuit 
SNORKELS 
Integra (Il) Flex Dry 


Integra (Il) 


OCEAN REEF 


Full Face Mask w/Nira Reg 
Full Face Mask 


ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens.... 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 


CRESSI-SUB 
Masks 


UW PHOTOGRAPHY 


Sealife 


REEFMASTER 


UW Dive Camera 
with Waterproof Case 


¢ Fully automatic 35mm camera 
e £:3.5 glass lens 

Reefmaster Compact Camera 

3X Mcaro Close-Up 

External Flash 


Professional Dive Camera Set 


Sealife 


Skin Diver 


TRB 


Camera w/Case 

Close Up Lens 

Pro Color Correction Filter 
Strobe Lite 

Sportfinder 


Sea&Sea_ otor 


Motor 
Marine 
IW/EX 


Motor Marine II-EX Outfit 
with YS-60 Flash 


16mm Wide Conversion Lens 
Optical Viewfinder 
Optical Viewfinder HP 


mx-10 Marine 


w/YS40A 


Strobe 


20mm Lens f/MX-10 

Macro Lens f/MX-10 
Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 

YS40A Strobe 

O-Ring for MX-10 

20mm Underwater Color Filter 
Lens Caddy for MX-10 

SEA & SEA MX10 Body 


e Genesis Mask 
¢ Imprex Il Snorkel e Evac Snorkel 


° Imprex Fins e Aquaflex Fins 


Free! Neoprene Mask Strap Cover ($8.95 value) 
with any 3-Piece Outfit of MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


NECESSORIES CORNER 


Save A Dive Kit Retractabie Compass 
Dive Alert Wrist Compass 


Sub Alert 
Sea Me Dive Signal sp : 


Dive Flag & Float : 
Shoulder Saver Hanger w/Carabineer 
Mini Quest Slate 


e Imprex Mask 


Yoke Light 
Pony Bottle Gauge 
Rescue Throw Bags 
Skyblazer Signal Pak 
Dive Optx Lenses 
Scuba Tool 

Plastic Mask Box 


TANK AND PONY BOTTLES & ACCS. 


STEEL TANKS 40cu/ft. Aluminum Ultimate Pony Bracket 
120 High Pressure 63cu/ft. Aluminum Dual Manifold 
100 High Pressure 6cu/ft. Aluminum with Isolateor 
ALUMINUM TANKS 80cu/ft Aluminum Velev Double Band 
13cu/ft. Aluminum X Bracket by RSA oe Peeve 
19cu/ft. Aluminum Pony Tamer by RSA Pelican Tank Rack 


30cu/ft. Aluminum Super Pony Tamer 
PI AYA Se CL 7ANCh Wr Taleme -) 49) 
" MAI BACK PACKS SHTARC ROLLER 


TEC-400 
Economy Back Pack 
Backpack with Wheels 
Regulator Bag 
DUFFEL BAGS 


Halogen w/Spare Bulb i ‘ 
& Lanyard ‘ 
with 4 C Batteries 


PRINCETON TEC 


Aqua Flare 
Aqua Flash TUSA IMPREX ae 
Back Pack BP1 oo : 
Mesh B/P SB-90 AKONA BAGS 
Roller Duffle Bag Roller 

BEUCHAT Backpack 


Off Shore Backpack Backpack 
: Adventure 
with wheels 


Backpack 
MESH BAGS Roller Duffle 


Roller Transport 
Reg. BackPack/ 
Daypack 


WEIGHT BELTS 


Spare Bulbs 
Mini Wave R 
Power Pro R Shockwave 


Shockwave R 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 
SL-4 Sunlight 
Spare Bulbs 


Dive Flag Mesh Bag 


Super Pelilite Back Pack 


Super Saberlite Super Mitylite 


Pro Lite 4-C 


a 


Aquashot-3 
Housing with 

Camera 

Aquashot-3 outfit with 


Camera, Macro Kit, Travel 
Bag 


with Camera, Substrobe, Macro Kit, Travel Bag 


Substrobe, Macro Kit, Bag 


Aquashot-3e 


Aquashot-3e Housing 
Housing w/Endeavor10 
w/Endeavor10, 

Macro Kit, Travel Bag 
w/Endeavor10, Substrobe, 
Macro Kit, Travel Ba 


PELICAN 


Inner STD with 


Dimensions Version Dividers 
#1120 -(7 3/8x4 7/8x3 1/8") - 
#1150 -(8.5 x6x3.25") 

#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5") 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 


Aquashot-3/3e Accessories 
Water Correcting Lens 
Macro Kit w/Framer 

Travel Bag 

Substrobe 

Kit converts between 

3/3e housings 


Waterproof, 
Unbreakable Cases 
Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 
#1526 Combo Case - 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag - 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5") 
#1700 -(36x13.5x5") - 
#1750 -(50x13.5x5 ") - 


SUBSTROBE 
OUTFITS | 


Consists of 
choice of UW § 
Strobe, New 
Tray & 

Handle Rapid 
Advance, 


(NiCad & 

Smart 

Charger 

w/200 & 400 Kits) 

New Quick Grip,Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 
#3946.58 #400 Kit 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg............. 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 
Bracket & Srobe Arm Il 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe 50MS 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 
Substrobe 100A TTL OR 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 
Remote TTL Slave 
100/240V Smart Charger 
Quick Grip Il 
Macro Mount 
Macro Arm 


FE EULUNIKONOS-V_ | BONICA 


Nikonos V 
Leisure Pro Warranty 
Nikonos V USA 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Leisure Pro Warranty 
Nikonos V USA 
WIS S/245 eo case rts eee eevadanes 
15/2.8 UW Lens 
20/2.8 UW Lens 
28/3.5 UW Lens 
35/2.5 UW Lens 
80/4 UW Lens 
28mm UW Finder 


DF-10 Finder for 80mm 
(Above Water) 


SB 105 Complete (USA) 
SB 105 Complete 
(Leisure Pro Warranty) 
SB 105 Flash Head 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 
SC-100 Double Cord f/Nikonos 
Doubie Bracket 
Double Bracket Set 
Ext Arm Set 


Sea King Snapper 


Sea King 
Sanpper Set with 
Strobe and Close- 
Up Kit, Case 
Close Up Kit 
Neon Strobe 


Carrying Case 
Snorkeling Camera 


Kinglite 


4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 


Britelite 


Mini C-Lite H 

Mini C-Fircnt. ......... 
Super C-Lite H 
Sata Lite 


PC-A Light 
RCD Super 8 


Stealthlite 


IKELITE 

Maxi C-Fircnt. ...........085 
Super C-Lite HR 

Sata Lite Coil 

RCD Light H R 


Compact Comfort 


Squeeze 
Spare Bulbs 


RCD Super-8R 


Weight Belt 
w/Buckle 


SEAQUEST 
EZ Lock 


Twister 


35 & 80mm UW Finder 
KID’S CORNER 


Mask & Sndrkel 
Mask/Snorkel/Fin 
Kids F/F Fin 
2mm Shorty 
2mm Jump Suit 
2mm Beach Walker 


Close-Up Kit w/o case 


DIVE RITE 
4100 Safety Reel 140’ #24 
4300 Safety Reel 400’ #24 
4310 Safety Reel 250’ #36 


WRECK & DIVE REELS 


REEF SCUBA 
Gap Reel 50 #18 
L.l. Wreck Reel 800 #24 
4” Primary Reel 250’ #48 
4” Primary Reel 300’ #36 
4” Primary Reel 400’ #24! 
S.E.A.L. Reel 


TEKTITE 


Micralite Marklite 
Marklite Strobe 


Strobe Torch 
Full line of NITE RIDER LIGHT Available 


JBL SPEAR GUNS 
Sawec-Off Magnum Woody Sawec-Off 
Woody 38 Special Woody Magnum 63 


Mares Cyrono Series 


1100 44” 700 28” 
970 39” 
850 34” 


Magnum Custom 


55022” 


Arrow 

REEF 

Blunt 

Deluxe Point/Blunt 
UNDERWATER KINETICS 

Remora BCD Blue Tang 


Fusilier Dive 
OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Beta Alloy (Blunt or Point) 
AKONA 


BLUE 


AQUA EXPLORER 
Safety Reel 160 #36 
Safety Ree! 160 w/Tension #36 
Ultimate Dive Ree! 300 1/8 
Enclosed Dive Reel 270 1/8 
Ultimate Reel 300 1/8 
Jersey Up-Line Reel 
MGE Dive Reel 


Personal checks welcome. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers 
license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos/CD Rom. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, provided in mint condition. For return/exchange within 14 days 
only, call for RA#. We ip UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are 
supplied with USA or LeisurePro's own exclusive warranty at LeisurePro’s option. Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied 
by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be 
exact.Trade names and trade marks are owned by respective mfr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. * While Supplies Last. Prices Valid Thru June 3, 2000 Subject to supplier prices 













Central Skin Divers 


Before you buy or upgrade your equipment 
call a PADI Five Star Dive Center for 
Guaranteed Lowest Price Quotes 
with Full Factory Warranty! 
on Mares, Oceanic, Dacor, ScubaPro, 

SeaQuest, Aqua-Lung, Zeagle, Aeris, etc. THE WORLD'S MOST READ 


SCUBA DIVING & SNORKELING 
MAGAZINE 





Talk to a Certified Diver at a Factory Authorized 

PADI Five Star Dive Center before you buy your MARCH 2001 — THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO 
Zeagle Ranger BC; Suunto Cobra; Sie aot EXaeneaed DAM 

Henderson Gold Wetsuit; SeaQuest Diva LX; Ti Irene eoanigues 

ScubaPro Twin Jet Fins; Mares Abyss; etc. Plan FREE Southem Diver Baton Ine! sat shoain veo ge 


primer; discovering the glory of galapagos; inside the art and mind of 


1 $ () () 5 3 S C U B A wyland; a pictorial dive guide of the cayman islands $ 
vB he vee q a 7 JANUARY 2001 — 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collectors edition 


» . 2001; PLUS: Complete Reproduction of Skin Divers First Issue Inside; Eric 
www.centralski ndive rs.com Hanauer - On The Pulse Of Diving For 50 Years; Jim Church - From 
Flashbulbs To Digital; Nick Icorn on the history of Dive Gear; Famous 


Visit Central’s PADI Five Star Dive Centers in New York City: Alumni; Bonnie J. Cardone on the evolution of Dive Travel; The "Last Pinup 
- Meeting Bettie Page 


2 1 0 We st “72nd St reet re 7a 1 3 1 2 First Avenue DECEMBER 2000 — Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The 


Cayman Islands; around the World with Steve - A Three-Year Diving 

Odyssey; Holiday Gear Guide - Cool Dive Stuff; Diving the War Torn Pacific; 

Tek: Stop Decompression Boredom; Photography: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; 

Side-Gilled Sea Slug; Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice 
Diving 101 

7 tt a " 

Join Greg The Divemaster NOVEMBER 2000 — Wish You Were HERE. Adventures Beyond the 

for the absolute latest Blue Edge - Papua New Guinea, Brazil's Fermando de Noronha;FREE! Pacific 

Diver magazine inside!; Jean-Michel Cousteau - Into the Unknown; 

diving news and Awaiting Discovery - Eastern Micronesia; Go with the Flow - Tips on Drift 

, : Diving; Spring Fever - Central Florida Dive Guide; Australias Great Barrier 

information. Reef Adventure; Meeting The Men In Gray - shark adventure in the 


e eo8 e h 
Call in to participate in ae 
" , F SEPTEMBER 2000 — The Virgin Islands - Our Best USVI Dive Guide 
discussions about dive sites, Ever!; Bahamas Adventure: Learning to Dive - Family-Style; Diving in Holy 
' Water: The Red Sea; Underwater Photography: Know Your Gear, Know Your 
new gear, liveaboards, Subject, Get The Shot; Dive Gear: Cold Water Travel Essentials; Get Back To 


shark diving and more Your Roots! Learn to Freedive 
. ’ . 
stations P| itearinwnl AUGUST 2000 — AWAKENING the DRAGON - diving indonesia, 
throu gh out us youll near interviews malaysia and thailand; Safety Gear Guide; five easy ways to leam to dive; 
A ae how to force perspective in your underwater photography; remembering the 
Florida with diving legends and have legacy of E.R. Cross; PLUS: Southem Diver $ 
and coming the opportunity to win lots of JULY 2000 — PHOTO ANNUAL COLLECTORS EDITION 2000. PLUS: An 
he, city cool dive related pri 2e8 ! Exclusive Look At A Sl emige Photo Shas 
MAY 2000 — Hawaii - The Crucible of Creation; How To Photograph 
near you! & ad Brought to Powerful Silhouettes; Bahamas To The Core! - the Ultimate Guide; Hair- 
Raising Adventures in Cozumel, Derailing Divings Myths; Dive Computers 
Then And Now; Full Immersion Training; Cabo Dive Fiesta Photo Contest 
Results; Steward of The Whale Shark; Rasta Ray; Where In The World Is 
Wakeliau?: Profile: ROM RIDp! sicies assests Nigeotteveassoot Me oth ae $5.95 


™ : : 

lds Fi dio Sh Skin Dive 
way APRIL 2000 — Palau - Where Heaven Fell Into The Sea; How To: 
: ON S Fir S C Ra {0 Si OW Li li S d Photograph Sharks; Time-Warped in The Sister Islands; Alaska! The Great 
De VO ted to D IU [ ” I isten live every Saturday Wet North;Bonus! DEMA Buyers Guide 2000; The Dolphin Lady - Nowdla 
° ' " Keefe, the Bimini's First Lady of Diving; Bonus! 32-Page Southem Diver; Ask 
morning 9-10 EST or to The Pro - Shooting Sharks; ScubaMed - Long Term Diving Effects ...$5.95 
archives of past shows MARCH 2000 — Galapagos - Images From Enchanted Isles; New 
: Adventures Off Grand Cayman; Lock Your Doors! Were Scuba Trekkin; Tek 
worldwide over the Internet. Gear: Whats Redundant, Whats Ridiculous; Rigging Your Boat - Advice 


From The Pros; The Endless Reefs of Belize; Wanderlust In The Netherlands 
PANG ac tc saccl ccs caate tea te Mee eae eo A ee $5.95 


@ 
Magazines Just $5.95 each 
Buy 3 or more $5 each 
U.S. Shipping Charges; Shipping other than US 
will be extra, Please allow 
1-2 weeks for delivery 

Canadian orders send U.S. funds only, VISA or MasterCard. 
Florida residents add 6% sales tax. | 
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on radio 








Planning a dive? 

Hosting an event? 

Having a party? 

Who is your latest and greatest speaker? 
When and where is your next meeting? 















FoR BACK ISSUES ONLY: 


(800) 429-0106 
(863) 683-8807 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. EST 
Skin Diver is starting a new column dedicated to you. 


What is your dive club up to? DC READER SERVICES 


Send all news to Skin Diver Magazine, c/o Dive Club N (osccoe) ‘PO, Box 1668, 

end all news to Skin Div azine, c/o Div WS, sonore 0. Box , 
Mae ite Bi pcieare i r ce Lakeland, Florida 33802-1668 

6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. E-mail: allenr@emapusa.com. 
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A Fascination 
for Fish 


Adventures of an 

Underwater Pioneer 

by David C. Powell 

Foreword by Sylvia A. Earle 
“He's an engaging writer, sweeping us 
up in his enthusiasm for his subject, 
showing us the alien undersea world 
in a way we've never seen it before.... 
An excellent autobiography and an 
impassioned plea for the preservation 
of marine life.”—Booklist 


Life at the Extremes 
The Science of Survival 
by Frances Ashcroft 
“Ashcroft describes in this fascinating 
book how our body responds to 
extremes of cold and heat, 
how it reacts at high 
altitudes and in the 
ocean depths, how 
far it can be pushed 
in competitive sport 
and what happens to it.” 

—The Daily Mail 


A Living Bay 
The Underwater World of Monterey Bay 
by Lovell Langstroth 
& Libby Langstroth 
sy “The array of 
vyhhe 
URE a organisms and 
Se) habitats of California's 
Monterey Bay is stun- 
= ningly document- 
~~ ed.” —Natural History 


At bookstores or order (800) 822-6657 
University of California Press 
www.ucpress.edu 


* We Stock Everything 
* 24 hr. Ship Guarantee 
* Best Prices 

« Excellent Serivce 


Le ss.com 


Pelcian Case Distributor 


Skin Diver 


dive right in 


Afoe-\e\aaiconla 
Skin Diver's 
MARKETPLACE, 
please call 
323-782-2760 


WWW.USANEXUS.COM 


Check out the Hot deals! 
Ask your Nexus dealer. 


To see the rest 
of the story go to 
www.usanexus.com 
New70-180 macro 
Nexus professional 

camera system. 


info @ usanexus.com 


*Marine Camera 858-481-0604 
“Woody Mayhew Photo 214-368-3555 
*Scubaland Adventures 512-339-0733 

Kona Coast Divers 808-329-880 

Backscatter 408-645-1082 
ABC Photo 310-645-8992 


USA Nexus Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 


“Dealers with curent inventory 
SLIDE SHOWS 


photodistrict.com/lee/ 
2000-diving/index.html / 


Dive Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 


A s'dah’ms 8yc\YMnilele-mce) mel ome [-t- arg 
Call us first! 
2a 


Wa 


Quiet ® Upcrowded e Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O, B. 2363 # Key Largo * Florida * 33037 © 305-451-3259 
wwwssllentworldkeylargo.com * Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 


© SD/AD 1999 


Insure Your Safety! 
You need tra Wee 


* Redundant air system 
Auto filling » Nitrox ready 
: Uses existing safe 2nd 
& power inflator 
* Easily mounts to main cylinder 
+ 6,13 or 19 cu. ft. cylinders 
‘Ideal for any level of diving 
‘Recreational + Solo « Photography 
Be prepared. You need tr a. 
1-877-AQUAVIT (278-2548) 
281-364-8323 + Fax 281-364-1258 


email: aquavit@aquavitinc.com 
www.aquavitinc.com 


Tired of your strobe arms not 
staying where you put them? 


he only arms with an o-ring 
in the ball for ease of use. 


The LEADER in lightweight trays & 


flexible arms for still cameras & 
videos. Makers of the “PIVOT”. 


Adapters for strobes & video lights. 
Call: (805)984-9104 for a catalog 


Visit our website: www.ulcs.co 


Skin Diver Marketplace 











The U.S. Navy 


Decompression Computer 


BY FRED BOvE, M.D., PH.D. 


MOST SPORT SCUBA DIVERS HAVE LONG 
since added decompression computers 
(DCs) to their dive bags. Interestingly 
enough, the U.S. Navy has never autho- 
rized a DC for its divers—until now. But 
the process of selection and testing for 
approval didn’t happen overnight. 

In 1977, the Navy SEAL community 
requested that the U.S. Navy develop a 
DC. During the late 1970s, SEALs had 
introduced two innova- 
tions to Navy diving. The 
first was a new closed-cir- 
cuit mixed gas Scuba re- 
breather that used a mi- 
croprocessor to control 
the partial pressure of oxy- 
gen at a constant 0.7 ATA, 
regardless of depth. The 
other innovation was the 
Dry Deck Shelter—an un- 
derwater garage that fits 
onto the deck of a nuclear 
submarine to house a 
small underwater vehicle 
called a SEAL delivery ve- 
hicle (SDV). 

SEALs operating SDVs froma Dry 
Deck Shelter (see photo) perform 
long, multilevel dives. Use of the Stan- 
dard Navy Air Decompression Tables 
resulted in unnecessarily long decom- 
pression times. As with recreational 
divers who do multilevel dives, a de- 
compression computer is a far better 
way to calculate decompression for 
these dives. The Navy Experimental 
Diving Unit (NEDU) began the effort 
to develop the Navy’s DC in 1978. Ini- 
tial studies were aimed at developing a 
decompression algorithm for the new 
constant partial pressure breathing 
mix. The primary investigator for the 
development of these new tables was 
Captain Ed Thalmann, the Senior 
Medical Officer at NEDU. By 1981, 
Captain Thalmann had supervised 
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hundreds of experimental dives and 
completed the development of the new 
tables. 

Fielding of a Navy computer was de- 
layed for a number of years while the 
Navy tested several computers and one 
additional decompression algorithm. 
By November of 1995, the Navy con- 
cluded that the Thalmann model 
(VVAL18) was the best deco algorithm 





to incorporate into a Navy DC. A com- 
petitive bid was won by Cochran Un- 
dersea Technology and the Thalmann 
algorithm was programmed into the 
Cochran Commander. In January 1998, 
NEDU declared the Cochran Navy DC 
ready for field testing by the SDV teams. 
SEALs field-tested the Navy in ’98 
and ’99 and made several recommenda- 
tions. Among these was that the Thal- 
mann deco algorithm be programmed 
to assume that the diver is breathing air 
at 78 FSW and shallower, and breathing 
nitrox with a constant oxygen partial 
pressure of 0.7 ATA at 79 feet and deep- 
er. This allows a SEAL diver to breathe 
from either an open-circuit air source 
(higher decompression stress shallower 
than 78 feet) or from the mixed gas re- 
breather (higher decompression stress 
deeper than 78 feet) and still be assured 





that he will be safely decompressed. 

In October 2000, NEDU recom- 
mended approval of the Cochran Navy 
for SEAL use and by January 2001, the 
Navy Supervisor of Diving and Salvage 
authorized the use of this DC by selected 
SEAL units in 2001. A six-month safety 
and reliability survey will be conducted 
by the SEAL units so a decision about 
whether or not to approve the computer 
for all Navy diving units 
can be made. 

The Cochran Navy DC 
is the result of many years 
of decompression model- 
ing research and many 
hundreds of experimental 
dives performed to test the 
accuracy of the models in 


3 order to ensure that the 
=§ DC is safe for SEAL divers 
EY touse. Its approval heralds 
: the dawn of a newerain 
my 4«Navy diving. Use of the 
Fa Cochran Navy offers the 

opportunity for NEDU to 


accurately capture research-quality in- 
formation about operational dive pro- 
files. This information will then be avail- 
able for decompression researchers to 
review if and when episodes of decom- 
pression sickness occur. Revisions of the 
Thalmann algorithm in whatever prob- 
lem areas may be identified can be made 
and software upgrades to the Cochran 
Navy implemented as necessary. 

It should be noted that the algorithm 
for this DC was developed for military 
use, and is very aggressive. And, this DC 
is not available to the public. ** 


This month's article was contributed by 
Captain Frank K. Butler, M.D., Director 
of Biomedical Research, Naval Special 
Warfare Command. 

You can find more information on diving 
medicine at www.scubamed.com. 








Ime Capsules 


side DeraWindav droiia sss Senta ceeh Fae ebae ned danot sderesak os ceekieWeeme toa sebhwen ed Come yaar, By Tiffany H, Carey 


Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, 
trends of the time, new discoveries—that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your roots 
and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving today. 


Diving’s Poet Laureate: Stan Waterman 


One could argue that a man like Stan Waterman is a time capsule in and of himself. In Sep- 
tember 1982, Skin Diver contributor Mim Harrison went one-on-one with the award-winning 
filmmaker. Turns out that during his third and last winter as a Bieber esl Stan was influ- 
enced by a National Geogmapiic article on Jacques Cousteau. He a 
decided to get more than a “vicarious kick out of life.” And has 

he ever! Some decades later, Stan’s career has created some of the 
most amazing underwater images ever to appear on screen. 

With films like Blue Water, White Death, Stan created a “land- 
ial not gnly for the viewer but for the photographer.’ Stan was once 
referred to by a reporter as “a man who does not know fear.” In response, Stan said, = 
“Only an ass does not know fear. It’s a very intelligent reaction.” | it is 





a 
The Light Handle 
In a “Special Underwater Photography Issue” (May 1979), Jack and Sue Drafahl revisited one of Sue's 
first experiences with U/W photography. Camera bulk and a lack of camera maneuverability led Sue to 
her one complaint: she had spent “more time adjusting her equip- 
ment than actually taking pictures.” So, she suggested that Jack, “noto- 
rious for tinkering.” build her Nikonos “a strobe with ‘just a few’ spe- 
cial features.” Those features created a list that seemed endless, but 
Jack came through and produced a prototype of his Handle. A plex- 
iglass bar with two plexiglass tubes on either end provided a strobe 
without switches or strobe arms and a battery-saving feature. 
Jack sold several Handles as a result of this article, but has since then 
retired his invention, using it only himself on occasion. ** 





Fashion World for Waterbugs 


Before the oe divers tried almost anything to stay warm in 
cold water. From “...smearing themselves with lard oil, axle grease, 
etc....” to experimenting with an Eskimo diet of only “...raw fish and 
seal blubber,” divers struggled to stay in the water year-round. In the 
50s, though, the “original frogman suits” were developed; but “they 

were not very pretty,’ and dressing in the “ungainly suits” came with 

a “certain amount of embarrassment.” However, in October 1964, a wave of more fashionable 
watersports attire hit the scene. Full-colored suits and suits with brightly colored striping 
ruled the waters, while divers and nondivers alike slipped into the latest trend in water-wear. 

Not only could divers stay wet year-round, but they could look good too. 

And thank goodness, because I might have spent the ’80s without my favorite fluorescent green shorty. 
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Egos Don’t Float 


BY PETER AJTAI @® ILLUSTRATION BY KIM WILSON BRANDT 


DIVING SHOULD BE A RELAXING AND ENJOYABLE PASTIME. 
So, how did descriptions of a near death experience, a 
lifeguard search and Volkswagen-sized boulders get into 
my dive log? 

Well, I woke up one Saturday morning and smiled as I 
thought of the dive I would soon enjoy with four of my 
friends. With the sun barely cresting above the sandstone 
cliffs off the beach, the five of us waded into the waters of our 
favorite Southern 
California dive 
spot. I had dived 
here previously and 
felt I could do this 
dive with my eyes 


closed. Thinking 
about the colorful 
critters I would 


soon be admiring, I 
hurried to the shore 
and suited up, not 
bothering to scope 
out the conditions. 

Immediately 
after I pulled on 
my fin I began 
a backward entry 
into the water. This 
is when I noticed 
that the waves 
had an incredible 
amount of power 
behind them, and 
there was an occa- 
sional overhead rolling in. The white water of surf 
stretched out farther than usual, and the lines of waves 
were not coming in parallel to the beach, which meant 
there was a riptide. The waves came in about 45 degrees 
from the north, and were quickly pushing me south. I 
swore at the waves, promising myself I would make it past 
the breakers. No matter what, I was determined to dive. 
Not to mention the fact that I didn’t want anyone to think 
I was a second-rate diver. 

As I fumed and cussed, the water continued taking me 
further away from our sandy entry point, and with a mild 
sense of hysteria, I found myself in the churning waters of 
rock piles south of our dive spot. 

I was about to have my skull split in two between a merci- 
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less wave and a group of jagged rocks, when I came to the 
realization it was time to abort. I tried to duck under the 
waves and drag myself back to the entry point, but the cur- 
rent overpowered me. Between the huge whitecaps, I became 
sickenly aware that I was in this mess entirely by my own free 
will. The current eventually swept me past the rocky out- 
cropping, and I managed to pull myself up onto the beach 
just before running into the pier pilings. I found out 
later that all my 
friends had abort- 
ed the dive in 
knee-high water. 

Meanwhile, the 
lifeguards, who 
had been alerted 
by my conscien- 
tious dive bud- 
dies, called my 
apartment, not 
far from our dive 
spot. The life- 
guards asked if 
anyone knew 
where I was, then 
they said I was 
last seen in the 
ocean and was 
now missing. My 
roommate’s 
mother and sister 
were visiting for 
the weekend. 
Well, you can just 
imagine the amount of unnecessary stress I managed to 
cause my dive buddies, my roommate, her sister and moth- 
er, several lifeguards and myself. 

I learned the hard way why it is always essential to study 
and identify water conditions before starting a dive. 
Although passing on a dive may mean you never get off the 
dive boat or you may have to return home without getting 
wet, it’s well worth it in the end. Making a decision to pass 
on this dive would have saved me a world of trouble. 

When diving, common sense cannot be left on the shore, 
but an enlarged ego should. There is no room for machis- 
mo. In this instance, trying to impress my friends only led 
to stress and embarrassment. From one diver to another, 
remember this: Egos don’t float. > 
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THERE’S ONLY ONE 





JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE = Nothing motivates Jeep Grand Cherokee better than the awesome challenges of nature. 
Because testing the limits of our most advanced four-wheel drive system’ is what this legendary 4x4 lives for. So, drive 
it to work if you must. But, come weekends, be sure to reward your Jeep Grand Cherokee with a nice, grueling trip 


to the middle of nowhere. To get yourself motivated, give us a call at 1-800-925-JEEP or just log on to www.jeep.com. 


*Optional Quadra-Drive.” Always use seat belts. Remember a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 




















universal accessories to the camera, your results become even more breathtaking. 


The ReefMaster offers unmatched 
expandability; start with just the 
camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 
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ReefMaster CL ReefMaster RC ReefMaster PRO Set ReefMaster MAXX 

Compact and lightweight. Slip proof rubber armored Includes RC Camera, 3X Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 
Fully expandable with housing, rugged and fully MACRO Lens / Underwater 2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. 

all SeaLife accessories. expandable with all SeaLife Filter, External Flash and 

F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 Dive Travel Carry Case. 

speed. shutter speed with color 


corrected flash. 

Pioneer Research 

Troan es Pw ReefMaster 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 USA 


1-800-257-7742 + Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e« e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 














